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We all know life can surprise us with challenges and when that 
happens we appreciate any and all the support and inspiration we 
get.  Badger Chapter member Laura Labadie is currently dealing 
with a challenge.  She asked us to share her thoughts on one of her 
sources of support and inspiration with chapter members.  We are 
more than happy to do so and send Laura our very best wishes. 
 

          Jim Rosenberger      

                                        
How much have I thought 
about Patrick Gass these past 
several months?  Often. 
 
On Memorial Day weekend of 
last year I had a retinal detach-
ment in my right eye.  The reti-
na is the thin lining at the back 
of the eye that protects the flu-
id and is needed for sight.  Af-
ter surgery I had a lot of time 
to read and meditate.  About 5-
10% of patients with this sur-
gery develop retinal scars that cause more tears.  That would be 
me.  My retina has many tears with another detachment and it is 
beyond repair. 

Thinking about Patrick Gass - Continued on Page  2 

During this time in history:   
(May 1804 - December 1805) 

 
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-
2001.) 
 
Our journal entries follow the adven-
tures of Corps member and journalist, 
Private Joseph Whitehouse. 
 
May 28, 1804, in the area of today’s Her-
mann, MO., Pvt. Whitehouse: “This 
morning being fair, I went out hunting 
with several of our men for the day and 
on my route I discovered a cave on the 
south side or fork of a small river…I 
entered the cave and proceeded about 
100 yards under the ground and found 
from light which came from the mouth 
of the cave, a small spring in it.  I think it 
one of the most remarkable caves I ever 
saw in my travels.  I should have pro-
ceeded further into the cave but it being 
dark towards the further end, and having 
no light, I was forced to return…” 
 
June 26, 1805; The Great Falls, MT., 
Capt. Lewis: “…Late in the evening the 
party arrived with two more canoes and 
another portion of the baggage.  
Whitehouse, one of them, much heated 
and fatigued on his arrival, drank a very 
hearty draught of water and was taken 
almost instantly extremely ill.  His pulse 
was very full and I therefore bled him 
plentifully from which he felt great re-
lief.  I had no other instrument with 
which to perform this operation but my 
pen knife.  However, it answered very 
well…” 
 
July 7, 1805, The Great Falls, MT., Pvt. 
Whitehouse: “…I am employed making 
leather clothes for the party and etc…” 
 
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 
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Patrick Gass was born June 12, 1771.  His biog-
rapher said that he was Irish and a modern writer 
says he was Scottish.  I am both Irish and Scottish 
myself.  Mr. Gass lost his left eye after being 
struck with a splinter from a falling tree according 
to his biographer.  Another source says he had lost 
his eye while fighting the Battle of Lundy’s Lane 
in 1814.  Well according to Mr. Gass’ letter dated 
3/12/1829, he claims that he lost his eye in ser-
vice, not in battle, in Fort Independence on the 
Mississippi, Territory of Missouri in September of 
1813 depriving him entirely of the use of it.  The 
army granted Gass a total disability upon his dis-
charge 6/10/1815.  Gass’ pension was $96 per 
year and his only means of support.  In 1854, 
Gass did a petition to the government which 
stressed concern about his meager pension and his 
inability to work at the age of 83. During this 
time, Mr. Gass probably performed all the con-
struction and repair necessary at his own home. 

I wonder how distressed Gass was upon losing his 
eye.  Did he go through the same grieving process 
that I did?  How often did he have accidents or come 
close while in his horse-drawn buggy?  I just read this 
past week that people with monocular vision are sev-
en times more likely to get in a vehicle accident.  I am 
fortunate that I have visited many sites along the 
Lewis and Clark trail and that I achieved my goal of 
visiting all 50 states before becoming vision impaired.  
Patrick Gass proved it along with many other people 
who have had their spare eye disabled that life goes 
on and happiness prevails. 
 

   Laura Labadie 

 
Letters from my 

cousin, Patrick Gass, 
With the Corps of 

Discovery 

  
Dear Cuzzin Bill, 
  
I sent you a number of let-
ters while we were on our 
journey to the Pacific 
Ocean, and although I 
know the mail is some-
times not as dependable as 
we might like, I hope you received most of them. This 
writing is from many years later, and hopefully will 
give you an idea of what my life was like after the 
Corps of Discovery. There are some parts of this that 
I am not very proud of, but future generations deserve 
to know the true story. 
 
I did succeed in getting my journal published about a 
year after we returned to St. Louis. I understand that 
Captain Lewis was very unhappy with me for having 
done this. 
 
I later returned to military service in Kaskaskia, 
where I was stationed before joining the Corps of 
Discovery. I served as the assistant commissary for 
my unit until 1812, when Britain's harassment of 
American Merchants finally culminated in the War of 
1812. I fought in several battles of that War, includ-
ing that at Lundy's Lane, where a splinter from a fall-
ing tree cost me the sight of one 

Continued from page 1 “Gray Column” Continued from page 1 
 
July 23, 1805, Broadwater, MT, Capt. Lewis: “…passed a 
large creek…which after meandering through a beautiful 
and extensive bottom for several miles nearly parallel with 
the river, discharges itself opposite to a large cluster of is-
lands which, from their number, I called the 10 islands and 
the creek Whitehouse’s Creek after Joseph Whitehouse, one 
of the party…” 
 
August 6, 1805, Today’s Big Hole River, MT, Pvt. 
Whitehouse: “…I was in the stern (of the canoe) when she 
swung and I jumped out to prevent her from turning over 
but the current took her round so rapid that my leg caught 
under her and lamed me and was near breaking my leg.  
Lost my shot pouch, powder horn full of powder, a bunch 
of thread and some moccasins.  The remainder of the load-
ing saved…” 
 
August 22, 1805, Camp Fortunate, MT, Pvt. Whitehouse: 
“…The men left in camp are employed dressing of deer 
skins and making moccasins and I am employed in making 
leather shirts and overalls…” 
 
December 15, 1805, Ft. Clatsop, OR, Pvt. Whitehouse: “…
The woods and underbrush at this place lay so thick that the 
men got scattered and some of them were lost.  Sgt. Ord-
way, three of the men and myself were among those that 
had lost themselves.  We were obliged to stay out during 
the night.  It rained all that night and the wind blew very 
cold and being without fire, we suffered considerably both 
from the rain and wind…” 

Thinking about Patrick Gass - Continued from page 1 

Continued on Page  3 
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of my eyes. But I was still able 
to rejoin the fighting in 1814 and 
fought in Pittsburgh and Niagara to protect the 
country against a potential invasion from Canada. 
 
I was again discharged during the Spring of 1815 
at Sachett's Harbor, a little more than a month af-
ter America and Britain agreed on a peace at the 
signing of the Treaty of Ghent in February, 1815. 
I traveled to Wellsburg, then to Pittsburgh, finally 
settling in Mansfield, Virginia. Unfortunately, my 
adventurous nature did not agree very well with 
settled life, and I took to drinking and regaling 
any who would listen, with war stories and my 
experiences with Lewis and Clark. I tended ferry 
for some time in 1815, then worked in a brewery. 
My experience as a carpenter even allowed me to 
help John Brown build a Baptist meeting house, 
and then I found work hunting stray horses and 
working at a mill. My father died in 1827, leaving 
me but a negligible inheritance to survive on.  
 
In 1829, when I was 58-years old, I moved in with 
a man named John Hamilton. There I fell in love 
with Hamilton's 20-year old daughter, Maria, and 
we were married in 1831. Maria and I had seven 
children in 15 years, but one died in infancy, and 
another died of smallpox. We then moved to 
Brooks County, and Maria herself died of the 
measles in 1846, leaving me to raise five children 
by myself. By then I had earned 160 acres and 
$96 a year as my pension from the army, but I lost 
the land because I did not pay my taxes nor culti-
vate it, and $96 a year was hardly enough money 
to provide for my family. In 1856, I called a meet-
ing to lobby for better pensions for soldiers and 
the families of dead soldiers who fought in the 
War of 1812, but the army rejected the resolutions 
that our group created.  
 
I’m proud to say that I never had to beg, but I of-
ten struggled to manage to feed my family. I have 
always been intensely patriotic, and even offered 
to fight for the United States in 1858, when I was 
87 years old. As I write this, it is 1870, I am al-
most 99 years old, and feel that my days are near-
ly over. 
   Your cuzzin, 

   Patrick Gass 

(Note: Bill Holman, a Badger State Chapter mem-
ber and the editor of the Badger State Chapter’s 
“Field Notes,” is the second cousin four times 
removed, of Patrick Gass. He has offered these 
“letters from cuzzin Patrick”, which must have 
been held up in the mail.) 
 
President’s Message 
By: Jim Rosenberger  
 
Looking at my calendar I 
see spring has officially 
arrived.  True, we did 
have some very nice, six-
ty degree temperatures 
earlier in March but right 
now, March 23rd, as I 
look out the window I 
again see the ground covered with snow.  Ah, for 
the month of January 2015 when my wife, Mary, 
and I were vacationing in the warmth of sunny 
Arizona.  Well, for the most part it was sunny and 
warm.  Upon our arrival on December 23, 2014 
the overnight temperature dropped to the mid-
twenty degree mark, which turned out to be the 
coldest temperatures for the Phoenix, Arizona ar-
ea all year.  Friends I go fishing with found this 
typical.  They have nicknamed me “cold front 
Rosenberger” because of weather changes in our 
fishing trips when I accompany them.  Oh well, 
some things never change.  Like Lewis and Clark 
history for instance; it’s everywhere. 
 
On our drive from Wisconsin to Arizona we drove 
past Pryor Oklahoma, named after Sgt. Nathaniel 
Pryor from the Corps of Discovery.  After the ex-
pedition, Pryor had been in the Oklahoma area 
and worked closely with the Osage Nation and 
married an Osage woman.  Mary and I did not 
stop in Pryor, Oklahoma as it was getting on to 
darkness and snow was in the forecast but rest 
assured, the location is on my “to see” list. 
 
From a previous visit we knew there was a histor-
ical marker in the Gila Bend, 
Arizona area which had been 

Badger State Chapter of the 
Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
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Continued on Page 4 
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Badger State Chapter Meeting 
May 30, 2015 
 
Winter vacation travel got in the way of our 
spring chapter meeting but thanks to the assis-
tance of Badger Chapter founder and past presi-
dent, Jim Gramentine, something very special and 
a little different is planned for our upcoming 
meeting. 
 
Our chapter meeting will be Saturday, May 30, 
2015 and will be held at the Wade House Historic 
Site, the Wisconsin Historical Society site located 
in Greenbush, WI, near Plymouth, WI on highway 
23 between Fond du Lac and Sheboygan, WI.  

Our meeting will be from 10 a.m. to noon with 
lunch available at the Butternut Cafe right at the 
Wade House site.  The chapter business meeting 
will have a primary focus on 

placed there by the now dis-
solved Grand Canyon Chap-
ter of the Foundation. It is commemorating Saca-
gawea’s son, Jean Baptiste Charbonneau, as a 
scout for the Mormon Battalion and his passing 
through Arizona.  
 
Shortly after arriving in Phoenix we made contact 
with Lynn and Doug Davis from Spirit Lake, Io-
wa.  Lynn is a Foundation board member and is 
chairperson of the Foundation membership com-
mittee and she and Doug were spending a few 
days in the Phoenix area.  While visiting with 
them we discovered that there was an exhibit of 
the 100 paintings done by Charles Fritz depicting 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition on display at a 
Scottsdale art museum.  Naturally, we went to it 
and spent a wonderful afternoon with Lynn and 
Doug viewing the paintings and reviewing the 
expedition. 
 
In Mid-January I found myself on a Foundation/
Chapter Presidents teleconference call to catch up 
on news from the Foundation and other Chapters. 
 
In reviewing some Alexander Willard family his-
tory for our Chapter’s “Willard Project” (yes, I 
brought it with me). I found that a son of 
Willard’s, Lewis Augustus Willard, was born in 
Platteville, Wisconsin in 1831, moved to Califor-
nia with the family and later ended up in the area 
of Cottonwood, Arizona where he became a suc-
cessful farmer/rancher. 
 
So Lewis and Clark history is everywhere, includ-
ing Wisconsin.  That makes it important for our 
chapter to complete our “Willard Project” and 
continue on with other projects that bring the 
“Wisconsin Connection” of Lewis and Clark his-
tory to the attention of the public. 
 Continued on Page  5 

Email Notice 
Field Notes is posted on line, in color, before the 
paper edition is mailed out. Every issue, some of 
these e-mail addresses “bounce” because people 

have not notified us of changes, or because your e-
mail address is not set to allow our messages to ar-

rive. Be sure that this is not happening to you. 

Continued from page 3 
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our Alexander Willard pro-
ject.  Our Willard Commit-
tee, co-chaired by Tom Strauss and Charlie Be-
bow has exciting news on their progress and fu-
ture plans and will be looking for member input.   
 
Box lunches are available from the Butternut Cafe 
and can be ordered in advance of the meeting 
date.  The price is $10.50 per box lunch and de-
tails about the menu and ordering will be sent to 
you in the official meeting announcement. 

After lunch there will be a tour of the Wade 
House site which will include the Wade House, 
working blacksmith shop and sawmill.  After this 

tour you can also take a self-guided tour of the 
carriage house.  There is charge for the tour but 
badger chapter members will receive a discounted 
rate of $8.75. The tour takes about 2 hours, not 
including the carriage house. 
 
We are excited to have this special opportunity to 
partner with the Wade House site.  (See the addi-

tional article about the May 16th History Expo at 
the Wade House.)  Mark your calendar for May 
30th and plan to attend a great program, tour ex-
perience and at the same time support your chap-
ter, the Wade House site and the Wisconsin His-
torical Society. 
 
More information on the Wade House Historic 
Site can be found on-line at:  
<www.wadehouse.wisconsinhistory.org> 
 
 
Wade House Local History Expo 
 
On May 16, 2015 the Wade House Historic site in 
Greenbush, Wisconsin will be opening for the 
season and at the same time will be hosting a Lo-
cal History Expo.  The Badger State Chapter has 
been invited to have an exhibit at the Expo and we 
have accepted the invitation.   
 
The Expo invites exhibitors to highlight their or-
ganization’s accomplishments, share their goals, 
invite guests to visit their sites and connect with 
others in the area involved in supporting local his-
tory.  Each exhibitor will have a table to tell their 
story.  This is an excellent opportunity for our 
chapter to make people aware of our existence, 
the Wisconsin connections to Lewis and Clark 
history, and our efforts to fulfill the Lewis and 
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation mission of being 
“keepers of the story, stewards of the trail”. 
 
The exhibit event will be held from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. in the new Visitors Center at the Wade 
House site.  If you are in the area, drop in to see 
our exhibit but do plan to attend our chapter meet-
ing at the Wade House on May 30.  (See the pre-
ceding article covering this chapter meeting)   

Continued from page 4 

Newsletter articles 
  

Do you have an interesting thought about the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, or  know someone 
who shares our interest in “The Journey?” 
Would you like to share it with others through 

this newsletter?  Then write to either Jim Rosenberger at 
punkinz@tds.net or Bill Holman at wghmch@gmail.com. If 
you don’t have e-mail, call Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you 
include a picture with your article, we will be happy to re-
turn it upon request. 
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The most interesting section of the book describes 
what was learned when the theories were  tested 
under rigorous field conditions. In 2005 the au-
thors joined a group of Lewis & Clark re-enactors 
near Great Falls, MT for a 9 day encampment. As 
nearly as possible, Mr. Toenyes duplicated the 
equipment, methods, and types of food that re-
search had revealed were used during the journey. 
 

It was discovered that it took about one hour to 
prepare enough food for nine hungry men, which 
was the size of a normal mess within the Corps. 
This included building a fire, heating the oil or 
water in kettles, and cooking the food sufficiently 
to be edible. As has been shown in this column 
previously, using boiling oil was much faster than 
boiling in water. The added speed allowed for 
more food or a wider variety of foods to be pre-
pared in the same amount of time. 
 

Whether this time allowance included any butch-
ery that might have been necessary is not record-
ed. Nor do we learn what would be the effect of 
having only wet wood or no wood to burn. 
 

The authors are correct in noting that the speed of 
preparation was more important than the variety 
of the results. As they put it, “ . . . we realized that 
the keys to the Expedition's 

An Army Travels:  
Feeding The Corps Of Discovery 
By: Jack Schroeder 
 

Many hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands, of books have been writ-
ten about Lewis and Clark and 
the expedition that they led 
across the North American 
continent. Of those books 
which touch on how the group 
fed themselves, most are styled 
as cookbooks and have little to 
say about the actual conditions of preparing food 
on the L&C trail. 
 

The best book on the cooking and eating habits of 
the Corps is almost certainly Leandra Zim Hol-
land's book Feasting and Fasting with Lewis & 
Clark. It is deeply researched, richly illustrated, 
and smartly written. It is a volume which belongs 
on every enthusiast's bookshelf. There is however 
another book written in a different style and from 
a different perspective which is also worthy of our 
attention: “Edge of Survival” by John Toenyes 
and Phil Scriver. 
 

Edge of Survival is unique on the crowded L&C 
bookshelf in attempting to identify and explain 
the equipment, procedures, and food items used 
by the camp cooks of the Expedition. That is very 
much what I have tried to do in this series of arti-
cles for Field Notes. If you have become interest-
ed in the subject, the book under review is highly 
recommended. 
 

The authors begin by constructing an account of 
the  regulations and procedures used by the Army 
in providing meals to troops stationed at the fron-
tier forts of the time. Then the journals of the ex-
pedition were examined for direct information and 
indirect clues as to what the Corps ate and how 
they cooked it. 
 

Because the journal keepers did not record very 
many of the mundane details of common activi-
ties such as cooking and eating, the authors creat-
ed theories based on what is known and what can 
be logically extrapolated in order to answer ques-
tions that were not addressed by the evidence. 

Amazon Says: Contrast 
the bounty of eating buffalo, 
bear, a multitude of other 
game and a full complement 
of supplies brought from St. 
Louis with the harrowing 
days of eating dogs and 
roots during the months of 
near starvation in the winter 
of 1805-06. This book not 
only enlightens us about the 
days of abundance and star-
vation during the expedi-
tion, it also provides an in-
sight into their complete diet and cooking techniques. 
The authors have over 40 years combined experience 
as Lewis and Clark re-enactors. They have field tested 
their theories using authentic game and equipment the 
Corps of Discovery very likely used. That experience 
as well as their research has resulted in a good under-
standing of how the explorers survived during their 
journey across the continent. 

Continued on Page 7 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Badger State Chapter had $5037.00 in 
the Treasury as of April 1, 2015, & 76 
Chapter Members.  Chapter members 

come from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Montana, Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, and Florida. 

 
Badger State Chapter Officers: 
 
Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President 
Phone: (608)833-2488                    E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 
 
Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President 
Ph: (608)204-0052            E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 
 
Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary 
Phone: (920)602-1726             E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com 
 
Marcia Holman………….............……….…...…...Treasurer 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com 
 

Board of Directors: 
 
1-David Sorgel 
 (608)516-1830     E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com 
 

2-Dick Campbell 
(920)231-8267                           E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 
 

3-Tom Strauss 
(920)602-1639          E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com 
 

Field Notes Editor: 
 

Bill Holman 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com 

Seaman Says - January 2015 
 
We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the minds of the 
publishers of “Field Notes.” 
 
September 24, 1806; We remain in St. Louis where Captains Lewis and Clark have sent off their 
many letters written to describe the just completed expedition.  From listening to the Captains 
discuss their letters it appears to me that our late journey was not only one of discovery but also an excursion to 
find ways to secure a successful future for man and country.  Apparently this is to be accomplished through the 
development of a large trade in animal furs, especially the beaver.  I have learned much about how humans think 
about their needs and at the same time I made many friends of different species in my travels.  I have mixed emo-
tions about the development of this fur trade as described by my Captain Lewis but there is little I can do except 
wait and see what develops. 
 
The men of the expedition wait for what they refer to as their pay and discharge.  For now they continue with 
their rounds of food, drink, music and dancing.  I enjoy being with them as it is a good release for us all after such 
a long and often dangerous period of travel.  I do enjoy listening to the stories the men tell of the expedition.  The 
pictures they paint make the rivers run faster, the snow deeper, and the storms greater than they actually were.  
The buffalo and elk they describe are much larger and much more dangerous than I recall.  The fish are, of 
course, much larger than anything ever seen before.  Only stories of the great bear come close to what this bear is 
really like but then, it would be difficult to make such a bear any larger or ferocious than it actually is. 
 
People enjoy hearing these stories and they buy the men drink and food to hear more, and so the men 
tell even more stories with more exaggeration.  It is a good time for everyone.   

cooking and eating habits were 
the element(s) of time and simplicity and the fact 
that food did not play the same role in their lives 
as it does in ours today.” 
 

The book makes it clear that the authors have a 
great deal of affection for the members of the 
L&C party. They are thorough and authoritative 
in discussing many other facets of the journey 
than just feeding the Corps. There are digressions 
in the narrative, but those of us who share their 
enthusiasm will not mind. Some of the conclu-
sions can be debated, but the authors have made a 
valuable addition to our understanding of how the 
Corps was fed. 
 

Mr. Scriver can be contacted at: 
philscriver@yahoo.com  or  
philscriver.weebly.com 
The book is available at Amazon.com for $20. 

Continued from pg 6 


