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July 1805 2015                       Wisconsin’s Chapter ~ Interested & Involved                         Number 55 

During this time in history:   
(May 1804 - December 1805) 

 
(The source for all entries is, "The Journals of 
the Lewis & Clark Expedition edited by Gary 
E. Moulton, U. of Nebraska Press, 1983-
2001.) 
 
Our journal entries deal with the arrival and 
stay of the Corps of Discovery at the conflu-
ence of the Missouri and Kansas or Kaw 
River in today’s Kansas City, Missouri, the 
sight of the 2015 annual meeting of the Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation. 
 
June 26, 1804, Clark: “We set out early, the 
river (Missouri) falling a little, the wind from 
the S.W… passed a bad sand bar where our 
tow rope broke twice and with great exertions 
we rowed around it and came to and camped 
in the point above the Kansas River. I ob-
served a great number of parakeets this even-
ing; our party killed seven deer today.” 
 
June 27, 1804, Clark: “A fair, warm morning.  
The river rose a little last night.  We deter-
mine to delay at this place three or four days 
to make observations and recruit the party.  
Several men out hunting.  We unloaded one 
pirogue and turned her up to dry with a view 
of repairing her.  This after completing a 
strong redoubt or brest work from one river to 
the other of logs and bushes six feet high.  
The country about the mouth of this river is 
very fine on each side as well as the North of 
the Missouri.”   
 
June 28, 1804, Clark: “…Repaired the pi-
rogue, cleaned out the boat, sunned our pow-
der and woolen articles; examined every-
thing…found several articles spoiled from the 
wet or dampness they had received…This 
River receives its name from a nation which 
dwells at this time on its banks and two vil-
lages; one about 20 leagues and the other 40 
leagues up.  Those Indians are not very nu-
merous at this time, reduced by war with their 
neighbors and etc.  They formerly lived on 
the south banks of the Missouri 24 leagues 
above this river in an open and beautiful plain  
 
(Continued-See “Grey Column” page 2) 

    

By: Tom Strauss 
 

The Badger State can lay claim to a key member of the Corps of Discov-
ery as one of our own adopted sons.  In the 1820’s Alexander Hamilton 
Willard and his large family moved to what would eventually become 
Wisconsin Territory and lived here for nearly 30 years!  After arriving 
from Missouri Territory the family chose to settle on a nice little bend of 
the Fever River in present day Lafayette County in the SW part of Wis-
consin.  They didn’t even need to purchase the land as it was part of re-
mote Michigan Territory and the wilderness had not been surveyed. 
 
In preparation for this area to become Wisconsin Territory in 1836, a sur-
vey was started in 1832.  Thankfully the area’s surveyor was Lucius 

O the Joy!   
Signs in View 

Surveyor’s 1832 map showed  
                                Willard’s house and field. Cont. on Page  2 
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Lyon and he did a fantastic 
job of noting the location of 
the few settlers in the area, including the Willard fami-
ly home in his drawing.  As he was surveying one par-
ticular square mile section, he noted Mr. Willard’s 
house was 47 chains east of the starting point and 6 
chains to the north.   Lyon even drew this sketch of 
Willard’s home and field. (See page 1) 
  
Our Badger Chapter’s Willard Committee members 
Charlie Bebow, Mary Strauss, Jim Rosenberger, John 
Sabaka and I have made many trips to the area to con-
firm the location of this site and two others with 
Willard connections.  Our goal is to place signage at 
each site commemorating Alexander Willard’s life in 
the early history of Wisconsin and we have spent 
many hours to be sure of their precise locations.   

Willard’s original home was located on land now owned 
by Rich and Deb Hall-Reppen and both have been great 
supporters of our quest.  Committee members have been 
on that site three times searching for clues of the specific 
location of the home.  In January of this year, the Badger 
Chapter hired surveyors Bruce and Fred Bowden to help 
us further pinpoint the location using original surveyor 
Lyon’s description of the home site.   In March 2015 we 
returned to the site with the surveyors and a UW-
Platteville professor, this time using metal detectors to me-
thodically search the area.  The Fever River is a small river 
but it often floods and its meanders may have removed any 
trace of the original cabin, although we did find several 
pieces of metal from a more contemporary era, one was 
even buried about 20” deep by the river.  In order to save 
the work done by our surveyors, two four-inch diameter 
survey markers will be placed at the site at a cost of $150. 
 
Unfortunately the original home site is almost one half 
mile from the nearest road, County Hwy H and there is no 
public access.  For that reason sign placement is a chal-
lenge, but we have made arrangements with Rich and Deb 
to place a colorful, graphics-filled, laminate sign on their 

land adjacent to the road.  We also have gained permission 
for the public to use the driveway of the adjacent Primitive 
Methodist Church to access the sign.  The sign would be 
similar to those often on display at parks and could cost 
about $1,200 with installation.   
 
Lyon’s detailed maps also showed a road leading 4.5 miles 
to the northeast from Willard’s home to an area he noted 
was “Willard’s Diggings.” (See next page) Lead, also 
called galena, was often found lying on the surface of the 
land intermixed with other stone.  The Willard family 
gathered the lead and we assume shipped it to Galena, IL 
for smelting.  The “Diggings” site is now located in a farm 
field about 650 feet from a small town road.  
 
The committee decided the “Diggings” 

Continued from page 1 “Gray Column” Continued from page 1 
 
and were very numerous at the time the French first settled the 
Illinois.  I am told they are a fierce and warlike people but, being 
badly supplied with fire arms, became easily conquered by the 
Iowa and Sauk who are better furnished with those materials of 
war.  This Nation is now out in the plains hunting the buffalo…
The high lands come to the river Kansas on the upper side at about 
a mile, full in view and a beautiful place for a fort; a good landing 
place. The waters of the Kansas is very disagreeably tasted to me.” 
 
July 29, 1804, Clark: “Set out from the Kansas River ½ past 4 
o’clock.  Proceeded on…” 
 
September 15, 1806, Clark: “At 11 A.M. passed the entrance of 
the Kansas River which was very low.  About a mile below we 
landed and Captain Lewis and myself ascended a hill which ap-
peared to have a commanding situation for a fort.  The shore is 
bold and rocky immediately at the foot of the hill and from the top 
of the hill you have a perfect command of the river.  This hill 
fronts the Kansas (River) and has a view of the Missouri (River) a 
short distance above the Kansas River…” 

Continued from page 1 

Cont. on Page  3 

Charlie Bebow digs, hoping to find  
evidence of Willard’s home. 
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sign would be one that could be 
read from a car pulled to the side of 
the road.  We decided a cast aluminum sign, similar to 
a Wisconsin historical marker, would stand up best to 
snow plowing and elements at that site.  We have sev-
eral color options and while the sign would contain 
mostly text, it could also include two smaller photos or 
graphics.  John Sabaka has checked with the Elk 
Grove township to see if we can gain permission to 
place the sign in the ditch by the field. That sign would 
cost in the neighborhood of $2,400. 

In 1846 Alexander and wife Eleanor purchased a home 
on Main Street in Platteville from their son, Alexander 
Jr.  While the deed was quite specific in detailing the 
location, it took the committee two trips to the Grant 
County Register of Deeds to confirm the location.  
Assuming the original house is gone, the lot on West 
Main Street is now the home of the UW- Platteville’s 
Sigma Tau Gamma fraternity house.  We are currently 
working to gain permission to place a cast aluminum 
sign on that piece of property to commemorate his 

time spent in Platteville.  It also would cost about 
$2,400 and each of the signs would refer to the place-
ment of the other two signs. 
 
It doesn’t appear Alexander and Eleanor actually 
moved to that home until about 1849 after son Alexan-
der Jr. joined the ‘49ers in the California gold rush.  In 
1852, at the age of 74, the senior Alexander and 48 
others decided to take an ox drawn wagon train to the 
Sacramento Valley of California.  Fortunately they 
only lost one young man during the trip and Alexander 
lived another 12 plus years in California before pass-
ing away at the age of 87. 
 
In summary, the total cost of commemorating Alexan-
der Hamilton Willard’s time in the Badger State with 
three signs could cost in the neighborhood of $6,000, 
far less than the original Lewis and Clark expedition.  
At this time the Badger Chapter has about $4,850 in 
our treasury, but fortunately the LCTHF now awards 
grants to non-trail states.  Grants can be as high as 
$7,000 and our committee will submit an application 
by the October 1, 2015 deadline.   The Foundation 
could agree to fully fund or partially fund our proposal 
but now, non-trail chapters have been encouraged to 
apply.  In any event our goal is to have installation 
commemorations of the three signs some time in 2016.   
 
Alexander’s descendent Karen Willard of WA state 
has been involved in our planning and will present at 
the LCTHF Annual Event in Kansas City this August.  
She will have a display of Willard genealogy and has 
asked to use our photos of our Committee’s work.  It 
certainly will raise awareness of the Badger Chapter’s 
undertaking and we assume it will help in receiving a 
grant.  The 2016 sign unveilings should be a wonder-
ful event and Karen hopes to be there, as well as a 
group of surveyors and some UW-Platteville staff.  
We will update you as we learn more and continue to 
celebrate the life of this most remarkable man. 

Cont. from page 2 

Tom Strauss at potential site of the  
surface Diggings sign. 

Platteville marker could be placed  
near the red hydrant 
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to the Lewis and Clark Historic Trail and hopefully the 
National Park Service report on this project will be 
going to Congress in late 2015 or early 2016.  I know 
the Foundation supports the extension of the trail to 
include eastern segments and at the same time the 
Lewis and Clark Trust has been very active in promot-
ing the addition of eastern sites to the trail.  When the 
NPS report gets to Congress we, as individual citizens, 
must contact our federal legislators and encourage 
them to support action adding the Eastern Legacy to 
the Lewis and Clark Historic Trail and thereby making 
it a coast to coast trail. 
 
And then there is our own chapter work on placing 
signage at three southern Wisconsin locations where 
expedition member Alexander Willard and family 
lived.  Tom Strauss gave an excellent explanation of 
what we have done, where we are and where we in-
tend to go at our May 30th chapter meeting at the 
Wade House Historic Site in Greenbush, WI and he 
has written an excellent summary of all this in this 
issue of “Field Notes:.  Our goal is to erect the sign at 
the 3 locations in 2016 to coincide with the HBO Lew-
is and Clark miniseries. 
 
So, there is a lot of activity; a lot to do in the area of 
promotion, participation and support.  I encourage 
everyone to do as much as you can to keep Lewis and 
Clark on everyone’s mind and make all of these activi-
ties a success. 

President’s Message 
By: Jim Rosenberger  
 
It’s that time of year when 
Lewis and Clark activity 
picks up.  The Lewis and 
Clark Trail Heritage Foun-
dation annual meeting will 
take place August 1 – 6 in 
Kansas City, MO and there 
is a very interesting and fun 
agenda for attendees as well 
as interesting pre and post meeting trips  Even though 
it is a little late, if you haven’t already registered for 
the meeting, I encourage you to do so.  By the way, 
the Foundation’s 2016 annual meeting will be in Harp-
ers Ferry, West Virginia, an interesting and popular 
place to visit so keep this in mind for your 2016 trav-
els. 
 
The Encounters on the Prairie Chapter in South Dako-
ta is planning a regional meeting revolving around an 
“expedition” to Mt. Rushmore and paying honor to 
Thomas Jefferson.  Planning is in process but right 
now it looks like this will be an October meeting.  The 
“Encounters Chapter” always does a great job with 
meetings so watch for updates on this meeting.  
 
Rumor has it that the Illini Chapter is planning a re-
gional meeting in Minneapolis, MN in 2016 and while 
I don’t have details, the meeting planning is being led 
by Illini Chapter President and Badger Chapter mem-
ber Lou Ritten so I am confident it will be a great 
meeting.  Lou has already orchestrated great regional 
meetings in Chicago and New Orleans and I am confi-
dent the Minneapolis meeting will, at a minimum, 
equal those. 
 
The HBO Lewis and Clark miniseries based on Ste-
phen Ambrose’s book “Undaunted Courage” is slated 
for airing in 2016 and this should give a big boost to 
interest in Lewis and Clark history.  
 
Work continues on having the “Eastern Legacy” added 

Newsletter articles 
  

Do you have an interesting thought about 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, or  know 
someone who shares our interest in “The 
Journey?” Would you like to share it with 
others through this newsletter?  Then 

write to either Jim Rosenberger at punkinz@tds.net or 
Bill Holman at wghmch@gmail.com. If you don’t 
have e-mail, call Bill at (608) 249-2233.   If you in-
clude a picture with your article, we will be happy to 
return it upon request. 
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Coming Soon:   
HBO Lewis and Clark Miniseries 
 
It was 2005 when the rumors started.  A miniseries 
about the Lewis and Clark Expedition based on Ste-
phen Ambrose’ book “Undaunted Courage” was being 
planned by HBO television.  Over the years more ru-
mors circulated but nothing was really clear and things 
kept changing as to what exactly was developing.  But 
since this past January things seem to have come to-
gether and the latest news is that the miniseries was 
going into production with an air date sometime in 
2016.  Here is a summary of what we know about the 
miniseries. 
 
The miniseries is being produced by HBO and Nation-
al Geographic Entertainment and will be a six hour 
series.  The executive producers include some names 
you will easily recognize; Tom Hanks, Brad Pitt and 
Edward Norton.  Things started this spring and it is 
our understanding that some filming actually started 
the beginning of June.  Filming will be done along 
various sections of the Lewis and Clark route but a lot 
of the filming will also be shot in Southern Alberta, 
Canada. 
 
Meriwether Lewis will be portrayed by Casey Affleck, 
younger brother of Ben Affleck.  Belgian actor Matthi-
as Schoenaerts will portray William Clark.  Tanya 
Beatty, of Vancouver, British Columbia will play the 
part of Sacagawea while Stephen Hill of New York 
will play the part of York.  Work is progressing to se-
lect actors to play the parts of other members of the 
expedition. 
 
HBO has leased the keel boat and the two pirogues 
used by the Discovery Expedition of St. Charles, MO 
during the bicentennial years for use in the movie.  
Ken Altergott of Oconto WI and member of the Dis-
covery Expedition will accompany the boats.  Ken is 
one of only two people qualified to operate the keel 
boat and will be working with the movie producers to 
make sure the boats aren’t damaged and he will also 
train the actors on the handling of the boats. 
 
The start of production is exciting news as is the fact 
that some articles have included interviews with Ste-
phenie Ambrose Tubbs, daughter of Stephen Ambrose, 

and Margaret Gorski, President of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation.  The Foundation and the 
Lewis and Clark Historic Trail have also been men-
tioned. 
 
There is an opportunity here for the Foundation and its 
chapters to do some promotion during the time period 
the miniseries is in the news and shown on HBO.  
Having some events, doing some advertising, letters to 
newspaper editors, appearing on local radio and TV 
talk shows could have positive effects.  The possibili-
ties are certainly there to get people out on the trail, 
promote Lewis and Clark history and let people know 
about the Foundation and Chapters and perhaps even 
grow our membership. 
 
If you would like to review information about the se-
ries or see what’s new just go to Google.com and enter 
“HBO miniseries Lewis and Clark”. 

 

What & Where is the “Eastern Legacy”?  

In the late 1990’s, a movement began to ask the U.S. 
Congress for legislation to expand the Lewis and Clark 
Historic Trail from St. Louis eastward to include the 
pre and post expedition travels of Lewis and Clark.  
This resulted in Congress passing a bill in 2008 which 
authorized a Resource Study to decide if extending the 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail to the east 
would be practical and worthwhile.  That study has 
been ongoing ever since and the eastern travels of the 
expedition have become known as the “Eastern Lega-
cy of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail”.  
The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation has 
supported the “Eastern Legacy” and one of the main 
drivers behind the effort has been the Lewis and Clark 
Trust, Inc. 

Badger State Chapter of the 
Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 

Support Your Chapter 
Be “Active & Involved” 

Continued on Page 6 
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tion to the Foundation’s Third Century Fund at the rate 
of $5 per chapter member subject to board review of 
the financial condition of the Chapter.  The Badger 
State Chapter has made a contribution to the Founda-
tion for the past 9 years.  While the amounts have var-
ied due to changes in Chapter membership and cir-
cumstances within the Chapter and Foundation, our 
average donation to the Foundation is $361 per year. 
 
This year the Foundation made it known that they 
were in need of upgrading the software for the library 
and the teleconferencing system in the office and due 
to budget restraints were asking for donations toward 
that cause.  At our May 30th chapter meeting our board 
and members in attendance approved a motion made 
by Chapter board member, Dick Campbell, to make 
our annual contribution to the Foundation in the 
amount of $500 with the money to be used for the 
software upgrades.  This amount has been sent to the 
Foundation and we have already received a very ap-
preciative thank you from Executive Director, Lindy 
Hatcher and Foundation Past President, Bob Gatten. 
 
Ohio River Chapter and Badger Chapter member, 
Richard Hennings, (Charlotte, MI) had made us aware 
of a very special birthday coming up in June, 2015.  
Eugene Gass Painter of Washington, PA, and a direct 
descendant of Sgt. Patrick Gass was celebrating his 
100th birthday.  Also at our May 30th Chapter meeting 
and at the suggestion of Chapter member John Han-
dler, (Welch, MN) all in attendance signed birthday 
wishes to Mr. Painter and these were enclosed in a 
card and mailed to him. 

This has been a huge undertaking 
and as a result, the study is taking 
more time to complete than anticipated.  It should not 
be too much of a surprise since it involves, among 
many other things, identifying which sites would qual-
ify as Lewis and Clark sites, what criteria is to be used 
to make this qualification, what would be the impact to 
areas along the proposed trail, both economic and en-
vironmentally, etc. 
 
Progress has been made and it now appears that a draft 
study will be sent to the National Park Service in 
Washington for review and public comment and then, 
hopefully to Congress in 2016.  However, 2016 being 
an election year, it is hoped the review and public 
comment would take place in the second half of 2015 
and Congress could act during the first half of 2016 
thereby avoiding the disruption of the electioneering.  
 
Some eastern states, such as Virginia and Indiana, 
have passed resolutions recognizing portions of the 
Lewis and Clark Trail in their state as an “Eastern 
Legacy” in their particular state.  
 
So is there anything we can do to help?  During this 
coming August the U.S. House and Senate should be 
in recess and it would be a good time to contact your 
representative and senator to make them aware of the 
pending report and the fact that Wisconsin, a non-trail 
state, does have interest in Lewis and Clark history; 
that, in fact, Wisconsin has ties to the expedition mem-
bers since Alexander Willard lived in Wisconsin, Wil-
liam Clark came to Prairie du Chien on three occa-
sions, the Wisconsin Historical Society has the journal 
of expedition member Sgt. Charles Floyd.  I would be 
very surprised if any of our legislators are aware of 
this.  As individuals, we can inform them and show 
our support to make the Lewis and Clark National His-
toric Trail a coast to coast experience. 
 
Giving the Badger State Chapter Way 
 
On April 28, 2007 the Badger State Chapter met in 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin and started a commitment of 
making an annual donation to the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation.  In that meeting, Chapter 
Vice President, Jack Schroeder, pointed out the need 
for a Chapter to support all of the efforts of the Foun-
dation as well as support the Foundation financially, 
especially since we were a non-trail chapter.  Jack 
made a motion which the board of directors and the 
membership in attendance approved, which stated that 
the Badger Chapter would make an annual contribu-

Continued on Page 7 

Cont. from page 5 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The Badger State Chapter had $4321.90 in 
the Treasury as of July 1, 2015, & 77 
Chapter Members.  Chapter members 

come from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Montana, Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia, and Florida. 

 
Badger State Chapter Officers: 
 
Jim Rosenberger…...……….……………….…….President 
Phone: (608)833-2488                    E-mail: punkinz@tds.net 
 
Jack Schroeder..………….……….…….…...Vice-President 
Ph: (608)204-0052            E-mail: alljackallday@gmail.com 
 
Mary Strauss..……………..……..……….……….Secretary 
Phone: (920)602-1726             E-mail: mary@ammeinc.com 
 
Marcia Holman………….............……….…...…...Treasurer 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: mchwgh@gmail.com 
 

Board of Directors: 
 
1-David Sorgel 
 (608)516-1830     E-mail: davidsorgel@onthunderlake.com 
 

2-Dick Campbell 
(920)231-8267                           E-mail: rmchistory@tds.net 
 

3-Tom Strauss 
(920)602-1639          E-mail: tom@ammeinc.com 
 

Field Notes Editor: 
 

Bill Holman 
Phone: (608)249-2233             E-mail: wghmch@gmail.com 

Seaman Says - July 2015 
 
We continue with the post-expedition journals of Seaman, recently discovered in the 
minds and creative thoughts of the publishers of “Field Notes” 
 
September 25, 1806: This afternoon I accompanied Captains Lewis and Clark to a Mr. 
Christy’s Inn, a place to eat, drink, and dance and a place where rooms may be rented.  
Upon entering the Inn it was obvious a dinner and gathering were being held to cele-
brate the successful return of the Expedition and to honor the Captains. 
 
At this celebration a strange custom takes place.  One human yells out loudly, “A Toast!”  At this point everyone 
makes sure they have a full container of liquid then raise the container high in the air and repeat more words spo-
ken by the same man who yelled, for the toast.  During the course of the afternoon and evening I counted a total 
of seventeen such toasts. 
 
The first toast was; “To Thomas Jefferson, the friend of science, the polar star of discovery, the philosopher and 
the Patriot.”  I had overheard conversations my Captains had about this Jefferson fellow and 
assumed he was a friend or acquaintance but what the remainder of the toast meant I do not 
know. 
 
More toasts were made to what I assume were other names and causes but I did not really un-
derstand the words so I cannot be sure.  This was not really all my fault because with each 
toast the men drank more of their liquid and their speech became more difficult to understand. 

Interestingly, as pointed out by 
Don Peterson in the most recent 
issue of the Foundation’s “Orderly Report”, Eugene 
Gass Painter was born June 12, 1915 while Sgt. Pat-
rick Gass was born June 12, 1771.  Patrick Gass lived 
to be almost 99 years old, passing away on April 1, 
1870.            
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued from pg 6 


