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EOTP Chapter President, Bill Ste-
vens (left) and Lower Brule Con-
servation Officer Sheldon Fletcher 
(right) at the Missouri River 
‘Narrows’. 

Corps of Discovery’s ‘Uneasy’ 
Return Through South Dakota 

When Lewis and Clark were in South Dakota in 1806 on their 
way home, they did not waste any time.  In this issue, Dr. Brad 
Tennant, from Aberdeen Presentation College, offers another 
look at the Corps of Discovery’s return voyage when they passed 
through the Fort Pierre/Pierre area.  See page 4. 

EOTP Honors Thomas Jefferson 
with Trip to Mt. Rushmore 

Were it not for the vision of Thomas Jefferson, the westward ex-
pansion of the United States might well have never come to pass, 
with the French and Spanish laying claim to all the territories west 
of the Mississippi River.  Members of the EOTP recently honored 
the 3rd US President with a pilgrimage to one of this nation’s sig-
nature historical monuments.  Story on and pictures on page 6. 

A New Era for the Foundation 
The Healing has begun within the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation after the mass resignation of all four in-line Presidents 
of the Executive Committee, as tough financial times stalk the 
organization.  Page 10 
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The‘Tom-Toms of Autumn’ Issue 

Walking ‘The Narrows’ with 
Lewis & Clark 

Many locations along the Missouri River claim historical signifi-
cance, and the length that stretches from south-eastern South 
Dakota to its northern border is no exception.  Part of the Mis-
souri River that runs through the Lower Brule Sioux Indian Res-
ervation, was dubbed, ‘The Grand Detour’ by Captain William 
Clark.   Page 8 

Message from Bill Stevens 
As we wind down 2011 and gear up for 2012, Bill touches on the 
significant events of the past year, and looks forward to another 
busy year of Lewis & Clark Trail Stewardship.  Page 2 
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It's Fall 2011! After our Summer here in Central South Dakota 
along the Missouri River and its historical flooding ... and as the 

water levels go down, our hope and 
optimism for a long and pleasant Fall 
goes up!  

 
Despite the reduced access to Lewis 
and Clark sites during the two months 
of we had a very active and success-
ful summer of Lewis and Clark en-
counters including our road trip to 
Fort Manuel Lisa in mid July as we 
explored the story of Sacagawea’s 
death in present day South Dakota, 
our Capital City Queen voyage over 
the 1806 L&C campsite 207 years to 

the day as the Corps of Discovery 
returned home from the west coast, 

then in early August twelve of our EOTP Chapter members at-
tended and participated in a terrific LCTHF Annual Meeting in 
Nebraska, Iowa and South Dakota organized by our Mouth of the 
Platte Chapter friends, and then in early September we organ-
ized our first “EOTP Road Trip to Mount Rushmore:  Our Visit 
With A Stone Faced Thomas Jefferson” with our good friend NPS 
Superintendent Cheryl Schreiber, and then in mid-September we 
were so successfully guided again by our good friend Sheldon 
Fletcher for our 10th Annual “Walk the Narrows at the Big Bend of 
the Missouri River”  during an afternoon which gave us beautiful 
weather and a spectacular view of the Missouri River. 

 
Now we are just a few days away from a fun, and interesting “5th 
Annual Lewis & Clark Trading Post” which has Fort Pierre mayor 
Sam Tidball speaking on the planned work to restore the Mis-
souri River flood damaged  Fischer Lilly Park.  This evening gath-
ering is intended to be a good fundraiser as we begin to raise the 
necessary funds to match our Trail Stewardship Grant of $500 
from the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation with the goal 
of replacing the two flood damaged Lewis & Clark interpretive 
signs in Fischer Lilly Park as the City of Fort Pierre proceeds to 
do the substantial work to restore this historic Lewis & Clark in-
terpretive site to continue to host people following the historic 
Lewis and Clark Trail.  The L&C trading post also will give us an 
opportunity to share a great meal of my wife, DeeAnn’s Beef 
Stew and my Black Bean Buffalo Chili ... with biscuits, cornbread, 
homemade prairie berry jellies, dessert and coffee!  

 
In addition to me as a member of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heri-
tage Foundation’s Board of Directors standing with a minority of 
three other At Large Board Members and a majority of our 
LCTHF members,  several of our EOTP Chapter members have 
been actively engaged in an effort to maintain our LCTHF as a 
member-centered organization rather than a big & wealthy do-
nor-centered foundation.  After nearly two years and especially 
after this past year, the members have prevailed ... and now the 
responsibilities is ours to increase our foundation membership 
numbers, improve our staffing and office management, to sup-
port the continuing to support the development of an effective 
management information system with the leadership of our most 
capable LCTHF Board member Ken Jutzi, continuing to support 
the improvement of our re-designed web site, selecting a capable 
new editor of our “We Proceeded On” scholarly quarterly maga-
zine, out Chapters across the country  and programs back to a 

prominence and pride known throughout the United States of 
America!  We have also stopped the arbitrary moving of our 
Foundation headquarters office out of the Lewis & Clark Inter-
pretive Center in Great Falls, Montana. 

 
A  recent challenge for our LCTHF Board of Directors and our 
Foundation members was when the previous  “4 in-line presi-
dents” announced their resignations late at night on September 
30th the last day of the fiscal year.  Instead of any disarray, the 
remaining board members stood together and with the support 
of the foundation membership sought and found an outstanding 
group of LCTHF members who were willing to step-up and ac-
cept the multiple year responsibilities of assuming leadership 
and membership on the LCTHF board of directors. 

 
I invite each of you to join us at our EOTP Annual Lewis and 
Clark Trading Post this Thursday evening, October 27th to enjoy 
a good meal and a most interesting and fun evening.  Help us 
maintain an active effort to raise the necessary funds to replace 
the Lewis and Clark interpretive signs in fort Pierre’s Fischer 
Lilly Park.  Call me ASAP to reserve your dinners or to ask 
questions about the Lewis and Clark Trading Post event! 

 
Join Us ‘On the Missouri River, On the Lewis & Clark Trail’  
Bill Stevens, EOTP Chapter President and LCTHF Board Mem-
ber At Large 
Telephone: (605) 224-0223. 
svsvidea@pie.midco.net 

Bill Stevens 

Message from the EOTP President 

The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
Board of Directors 

 
Executive Committee/Board Officers 

Jay Buckley, President ; Utah  
Bob Gatten, President-Elect; North Carolina 
Margaret Gorski, Vice President; Montana 

Jerry Garrett, Treasurer; Missouri 
Larry McClure, Secretary; Washington 

 
  At Large Board Members  

Ken Jutzi; California 
Barb Kubick; Washington  
Ron Laycock; Minnesota 
Gary Moulton; Nebraska 

Philipa Newfield; California 
Jim Rosenbeger; Wisconsin  

Clay Smith; Montana 
Bill Stevens; South Dakota 
Dick Williams; Nebraska  



 

 
Contact Bill Stevens for information about these events at: 
bill.stevens@eotp.net; (605) 280-2135; (605) 224-7521 

*********************************************************** 
October 27, 2011, 6 pm 

Annual Trading Post and Buffalo & Beef Chili Feed 
and EOTP Annual Meeting 

Oahe Downstream Group Lodge 
Guest Speaker: Fort Pierre Mayor Sam Tidball 

 

*********************************************************** 
November 10, 2011, 7 pm 
Book Review/Discussion 

 ‘Undaunted Courage’ by Stephen Ambrose 
Rawlins Community Library, Reference Room, Pierre, SD 

 

*********************************************************** 
November 17, 2011, 5:30 pm 

EOTP Chapter Board Meeting 
Rawlins Community Library, Reference Room, Pierre, SD 

*********************************************************** 
December 9, 2011 

EOTP Annual Lewis & Clark Christmas Party 
The Hitching Horse Inn 

635 North Euclid Avenue, SD 
 
 
 
 

 
This is always a fun and entertaining event! 

(Look for an announcement in soon with details) 
 

*********************************************************** 
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In August of 1806, Lewis and Clark and the men of the Corps of 
Discovery Expedition were making their way home through pre-
sent day Fort Pierre/Pierre, South Dakota.  Their memory of the 
encounter with the local Teton Sioux inhabitants two years ear-
lier may well have still been quite vivid in their minds in spite of 
all the other experiences they had in the interim; for the encoun-
ter here, near the mouth of the Bad River, had very nearly bro-
ken out in armed conflict, and were it not for the intervention of 

one of three prominent 
Sioux chiefs, Black Buf-
falo, the Expedition would 
most certainly have come 
to a bad end, since the 
men of the Corps were 
greatly outnumbered by 
the Sioux.  For this rea-
son, probably at least 
equal to their desire to 
arrive home and be re-
united with their families 
intact, Lewis and Clark 
wasted little time putting 
as much water between 
themselves and this area 
as they could as quickly 
as possible until they 
were well away down the 
Missouri River. 

 
 
It is interesting to note the coincidence that Lewis and Clark first 
entered present-day South Dakota on August 21st, 1804 and 
then re-entered the state on their way home exactly two years 
later to the day on August 21st, 1806.  As they hurriedly passed 
through South Dakota on their return trip, there was good news 
and there was bad news.  The good news was that Lewis could 
now walk for the first time since being accidentally shot in the 
left thigh, although by some accounts, it was in his buttock.  The 
bad news, however, was that the peace between the Arikara 
and the Mandan, which Lewis and Clark had brokered during 
the 1804-1805 winter, did not last long. 
 
Furthermore, the Arikara chief, Eagle Feather, who accompa-
nied Corporal Warfington on the keelboat in 1805, had unfortu-
nately died while on his visit to the eastern United States.  Addi-
tionally, the Arikara now had a new leader, and although word 
of Eagle Feather’s death had not yet reached the Arikara, the 
new, young chief, Grey Eyes soon made it known that the Ari-
kara resented Eagle Feather’s absence and did not welcome 
American traders.  As Lewis and Clark neared the Arikara vil-
lages on their return trip on the Missouri River, they met a party 
of Frenchmen who presented them with the news of Eagle 
Feather’s demise. 
 
In his book, The Village Indians of the Upper Missouri, historian 
Roy Meyer noted that despite hearing of Eagle Feather’s death, 
Clark apparently said nothing about it to the Arikara.  Meyer 
surmised that Lewis and Clark either thought it might only be a 
rumor or they simply did not want to endanger the positive rela-
tionship they previously established with the Arikara. 

Either way, when Clark held council with the Arikara later that 
same day and met with the Arikara chief, Grey Eyes, for the first 
time, he said nothing of the matter.  Clark’s silence on the issue is 
interesting when one reads his entry for August 21st, 1806.  Clark 
mentioned early in his journal entry that the Frenchmen informed 
them of Eagle Feather’s passing, yet, in an entry later that same 
day, Clark noted that Chief Grey Eyes expressed concern for 
Eagle Feather’s well-being, and did not want to send any other 
Arikara to see the Great Father in the United States until they had 
heard from Eagle Feather.  If Lewis and Clark doubted the report 
about Eagle Feather, those doubts were removed when they met 
Joseph Gravelines on September, 21st, 1806 who was on his way 
to officially give the Arikara the bad news about Eagle Feather.  
By this time, however, Lewis and Clark were already only a cou-
ple of days out of St. Louis.  
 
Furthermore, although Lewis and Clark did not know it at the time, 
the eventual influx of American fur traders would negatively affect 
the Arikara role as the ‘middlemen’ within the upper Missouri 
trade system.  It only took a few short years after the Louisiana 
Purchase for this influx of American traders to surpass the num-
ber of French and British traders who lived and worked along the 
upper Missouri.  In fact, on their 1806 return trip down the Mis-
souri River, Lewis and Clark noted their seeing nearly 150 trap-
pers and fur traders already heading upriver.  Since many of 
these men had large quantities of trade goods, it was now possi-
ble and more practical for tribes to trade directly with the Ameri-
cans rather than going through the Arikara. 
 
During their earlier October 1804 meeting with the Arikara, Lewis 
and Clark hoped they could sway them to trade with the Ameri-
cans rather than with the Sioux, thus diminishing the Sioux’s 
stronghold, however, in their desire to weaken the Teton Sioux, 
Lewis and Clark did not realize that American trade on the upper 
Missouri would, in fact, negatively affect the role of the Arikara as 
middlemen.  Although the intent was certainly reasonable based 
on Lewis and Clark’s first impressions of both the Teton and the 
Arikara, the first quarter of the nineteenth century proved to be 
considerably different than Lewis and Clark anticipated.  Instead 
of the Teton being the biggest concern for American traders, it 
soon became apparent that the Arikara would be the more formi-
dable barrier to American trade. 
 
Given these described encounters and dealings with the Sioux 
and Arikara when Lewis and Clark first came by, it can safely be 
said that the relationship between them and these First Peoples 
was at best, an uneasy one.  Therefore, it’s understandable that 
although taking all of 54 days traversing what is now present day 
South Dakota on the outbound leg of their journey in 1804, the 
Expedition spent only 15 days in crossing the same territory in 
1806 during their return. 
 
As they approached the mouth of the Cheyenne River on August 
25th, 1806, it became evident that the Sioux had recently been in 
the area.  The scarcity of game, and a canoe and raft found near 
the Bad River the next day, raised their suspicions that the Teton 
were nearby.  Given their 1804 encounter with the Teton, the ex-
pedition members checked to ensure that all their weapons were 
ready in case another confrontation occurred.  As luck would 
have it, just as the men of the Expedition were feeling that they 

Lewis & Clark’s ‘Uneasy’ Return Through South Dakota 
 

By Brad Tennant 

Dr. Brad Tennant 



were safely passed the site of the 1804 meeting, they encoun-
tered Black Buffalo’s band on Saturday, August 30th, 1806, and 
upon learning the identity of the group, Clark presented sharp 
words to them stating that they, the Teton, had treated the men of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition poorly two years prior and that he 
considered them to be bad people. 
 
Clark then “directed them to return with their band to their camp, 
that if any of them come near our camp we Should kill them cer-
tainly. . .  .”  Then, after all of the hunters of the Corps had re-
turned safely, the Expedition continued 15 more miles downriver 
before making camp, and they remained on their guard through-
out the night in case the Teton pursued them.  Five days later, on 
September 4th, 1806, the Lewis and Clark Expedition crossed 
once again, in the other direction this time, the eastern boundaries 
of what was eventually to become South Dakota. 
 
Although Lewis and Clark did not discover the Northwest Passage 
that they hoped to find, they did however, return with a wealth of 
knowledge that broadened the scope of geography, geology, eth-
nography, botany, and zoology, both in the greater American 
West, and more specifically, in the areas of present day South 
Dakota. 
—————————————————————————- 
 

In the spring of 1805, as a part of the Lewis and Clark expedition 
returned to St. Louis with the keelboat, a number of chiefs were 
invited to go to Washington, DC.  Among those accepting the invi-
tation was Eagle Feather.  Unfortunately, after visiting Washing-
ton, DC, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, Eagle Feather became ill 
and died on 7 April 1806.  Mark Chalkley, “Eagle Feather Goes to 
Washington,” We Proceeded On, May 2003, 7-8. 
 

Doane Robinson, "Lewis and Clark in South Dakota," South Da-
kota Historical Collections, vol. IX, (Pierre, SD:  Hipple Printing 
Company, 1918), 583-85. 
 

Donald Jackson, Ed., “Jefferson to the Arikaras, 11 April 1806,” 
Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedition with Related Docu-
ments, 1783-1854, 2nd Edition, 2 volumes, (Chicago: University of 
Illinois Press, 1978), 305. 
 

Roy W. Meyer, The Village Indians of the Upper Missouri – The 
Mandans, Hidatsas, and Arikaras, (Lincoln: University of Ne-
braska Press, 1977), 48. 
 

Elliott Coues, Ed., The History of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
Volume III, Reprinted (New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1965), 
1187-1189.  Lewis did not attend the council since he was recov-
ering from his gunshot wound suffered on 11 August 1806. 
 

Jackson, 305.   
 

Dayton Duncan, Scenes of Visionary Enchantment, (Lincoln: Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press, 2004), 136. 
 

James P. Ronda, Lewis and Clark among the Indians, (Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1984), 43. 
Herbert S. Schell, History of South Dakota, 4th Edition, Revised, 
(Pierre: South Dakota State Historical Society Press, 2004), 43. 
 

Coues, 1194-95. 
 
Robinson, 589, 593. 
 

Tim S. Beck and Brad Tennant, “Fulfillment of Jefferson’s Expec-
tations,” The Lewis and Clark Expedition – Then and Now, David 
Kvernes, Ed., (Sioux Falls, SD: Center for Western Studies, 
2004), 93. 
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Lewis & Clark’s Return Through South Dakota Commemorated 
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EOTP Chapter President, Bill Stevens, honors Lewis & Clark by 
flying Old Glory, with the same number of stars on it as there were 
when the Corps of Discovery were on these same waters of the 
Missouri in 1804 and again in 1806. 

Two hundred and five years after Lewis & Clark passed through the 
Fort Pierre/Pierre area on their way home, EOTP Chapter members 
and friends commemorate their passage through here by cruising 
the same waters aboard the Capital City Queen 

Headed back to home port after commemorating Lewis & Clark’s 
own homeward bound voyage through the Fort Pierre/Pierre area, 
lovers of history and  the Story pause for a group picture. 



Mt. Rushmore Monument - Sept. 10, 2011; Thomas Jefferson, 3rd president of the United States, is probably most known for 3 profound 
accomplishments; authoring the American Declaration of Independence, the Louisiana Purchase, and commissioning Lewis and Clark 
and the Corps of Discovery to explore the largely uncharted land west of the Mississippi River and beyond.  Jefferson’s intentions were for 
Lewis and Clark to journey all the way to the western coast of the North American continent, to find the Northwest Passage.  
 
Today, Jefferson, along with three of our other greatest presidents, George Washington, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln, is 
memorialized at Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of South Dakota.  In September, members of the Encounters On The Prairie Chapter 
of the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation rode by caravan to visit with the Stone-Faced Thomas Jefferson. 
 
 

This was no ordinary ‘touristy’ trip to Mount Rushmore.  It was the culmination of a year’s effort by Bill Stevens, President of the EOTP 
Chapter, reaching out to NPS Park Officials such Mount Rushmore (MORU) Superintendent, Cheryl Schrier,  MORU Historian, Amy 
Bracewell, and our own EOTP Chapter member, Jay Vogt, Director of the South Dakota State Historical Society and South Dakota Cul-
tural Heritage Center in Pierre. 
 
Our 1-day road trip began and ended in Pierre, with a stop in both directions at another famous South Dakota landmark, Wall Drug Store 
in Wall, SD, 55 miles east of Rapid City, and we were especially pleased to have as guests for the day, two of our friends from the Mouth 
of the Platte Chapter, President, Della Bauer, and Secretary, Mary Langhorst. 
 
Upon our arrival at the park, we were personally greeted by Superintendent Schrier who escorted our party to a private conference room 
normally reserved for MORU facility staff.  Here, SDSHS/SDCHC Director Vogt presented a history of the development of the great stone 
monument, which was followed by an extended Q&A period and discussion with Director Vogt, Superintendent Schrier, and Historian 
Bracewell. 
 
Following our informative session with Vogt, Schrier, and Bracewell, we had lunch in the ample MORU Visitor Dining Hall, and then scat-
tered about the park to take photos, enjoy the pleasant sunny early Fall weather, and of course, to continue our visit with the stone-faced 
Thomas Jefferson!   
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Mount Rushmore; impressive by day, spectacular at night! 

Visiting With a Stone-Faced Thomas Jefferson 

http://history.sd.gov/
http://lewisandclarktrail.com/section2/sdcities/pierre/center.htm
http://lewisandclarktrail.com/section2/sdcities/pierre/center.htm
http://www.mouthoftheplatte.org/
http://www.mouthoftheplatte.org/
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EOTP Road Trip Honors Thomas Jefferson 

Not particularly known for his sense of humor, a stoic George Wash-
ington doesn’t seem to mind this photographer having a little fun 
while playing peek-a-boo with the First President. 

There is no end to the creative license that can be taken with the vis-
ages of the four presidents of Mount Rushmore, and no one is disap-
pointed regardless of the vantage point or the kind of camera used. 

This close-up of Mr. Jefferson’s, albeit ‘stone-faced’ in features, is 
uniquely expressive, with his eyes to the horizon and his vision of  
the future for the young county he loved. 

A not-so-stone-faced Thomas Jefferson, ably portrayed by Tom Pitz 
of Orange, Virginia, is flanked by three EOTP members.  From left to 
right are Lynne Avilla, Rich Avilla, Mr. Pitz, and Beverly Lewis. 

Night time at Mount Rushmore is particularly special as evidenced by this and a previous photo.  Above, visitors mill 
around quietly on the promenade before the four presidents among the flags of the United States.  



Walking the Narrows with Lewis & Clark 

September, 2011, Lower Brule, South Dakota;  There is a stretch of the Missouri River near the West Big Bend Recreation Area in South 
Dakota’s Lower Brule Sioux Indian Reservation where the ‘meanders’ of the river have created a huge loop.  The description of this natural 
geographical formation varies according to each of the men of the Corps of Discovery who wrote about it, and the description of an observer 
today would certainly vary even further because of the continuous affects of Nature and the exploitations of Man. 
 

“The Grand Detour or Big Bend of the Missouri is conspicuous… and was even more so in maps and in imaginations be-
fore Lewis and Clark. The land enclosed within the bend is in Lyman County, South Dakota. The waters of Lake Sharpe, 
impounded by the Big Bend Dam, have greatly widened the river in the area.” - G. Moulton, University of Nebraska 

 
The narrowest part of the loop was described in the journals to be a little over a mile across, from shore to shore, and the distance around the 
loop, about 30 miles.  When the men of the Lewis and Clark Expedition came through the area in 1804, on the outbound leg of their journey, 
several of the men wrote about it in their journals1. 
 
Each September, members of the Encounters On The Prairie, Central South Dakota Chapter of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Founda-
tion commemorate the Corps of Discovery’s passage through this area by climbing to the top of a bluff from which can be seen the narrowest 
part the big bend, or loop.  At this year’s gathering, Lower Brule conservation officer, Sheldon Fletcher,  greeted us at the parking lot below 
the bluff, and escorted our party on the grounds that are, even today, considered sacred by present-day Sioux Indian residents. 
 
At the site, is a re-creation of an early Arikara lodge, that would have been typical of the domiciles used by those tribes who inhabited the 
region before and during the time of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  Officer Fletcher discussed how and why the lodges were constructed as 
they were, and various aspects of native American life along this part of the Missouri River.  
 
As is customary each year Chapter Historian, Lonis Wendt, offered readings from the Journals and discussed other items of interest about 
the locale.  This year, because of the recent flooding on many areas of the Missouri River, Lonis focused on the history and the might of the 
waters of the Missouri, at one point personifying the river as it described its relationship to mankind, the river being a strong and permanent 
force of Nature against the weaker, temporal nature of Man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
1 ‘The Journals of The Lewis and Clark Expedition - September 20th, 1804’ - G. Moulton, University of Nebraska 
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The continuous effects of Nature on ‘The Grand Detour’ are not as obvious as are the exploitations of Man.  Shown in this recent Google Earth 
satellite photo is Lake Sharpe, lower right, which has been formed due to the development of the Big Bend Dam, extreme lower right.  Tracts of 
developed farm land and irrigation circles are further examples of how modernization has affected the land from when Lewis and Clark saw it. 
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EOTP on Lewis & Clark’s ‘Grand Detour’ 

Atop the bluff which overlooks the Narrows, EOTP members ap-
proach what very likely was the same spot that members of Lewis 
and Clark Expeditions made their observation of the river below. 

DeeAnn Stevens reads from the journals as husband Bill and others 
listen attentively.  The brisk September winds, made for weather simi-
lar to that which was prevalent during the same time of year in 1804.  

The future of our country rests upon our children, and the EOTP en-
courages its members to include them as often as possible in our 
commemorative events. 

A group photo is part of every major EOTP Lewis and Clark event.  
Here, members of our group pose for a picture atop the bluff that 
overlooks the Missouri River Narrows. 

Lower Brule conservation officer Sheldon Fletcher, a Hidatsa Sioux, holds council with EOTP members in front of the 
Arikara lodge constructed at the site which overlooks the Narrows.  Above, Fletcher shares accounts of his ancestors’ 
lives and customs as they occupied these regions.  
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As you have probably already heard, the four in-line Presidents 
of the Executive Committee of the  Lewis and Clark Trail Heri-
tage Foundation resigned all at once, effective September 30, 
2011.  Two regional newspapers covered the story; click here 
and here.  Pierre’s own Capital Journal carried the same AP wire 
that The Missourian ran. 
  
The mass resignation of the ‘in-line’ presidents, the president, 
vice-president, president-elect, and immediate past president, 
was the culmination of a period of debate over the future direc-
tion of the LCTHF, which obviously did not end well.  Actively 
engaged in the debate were the four in-line presidents versus 
four of the foundation’s directors at large who became known as 
‘the minority’. 
  
The ‘in-lines’ felt it was necessary to transform the LCTHF from a 
member-centric organization to a donor-based model.  They also 
felt that in order for LCTHF operations to run more effectively, the 
physical location of the foundation headquarters needed to be 
moved to somewhere further east, to a place that had not yet 
been determined, but definitely out of its present location at the 
Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, in Great Falls, Montana. 
  
Without getting into the more negative aspects of it all, suffice it 
to say that the entire LCTHF Board of Directives was in a state of 
paralysis as the debate continued for well over a year.  It seemed 
at one point that the move of the headquarters out of Great Falls 
was a done deal, with the four ‘in-lines’ swaying a majority of the 
other board members to generally go along with their initiatives.  
Adding to their momentum was the influence of a wealthy bene-
factor who was willing to donate a large sum of money in support 
of their initiatives.  However, there were a couple of not so minor 
details that stood in their way. 
   

The first was that the overwhelming majority of the foundation’s 
membership vigorously opposed both initiatives.  The number of 
communications received by the minority was evidence of this.  
The Pirogue also received a number emails expressing strong 
support for the minority four.  With this support, the four were 
confident that if they persevered, they would prevail. 
  
Secondly, the foundation was bound by a legal agreement to 
stay in its present location until 2016, and a plea from the LCTHF 
president to the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center for a release 
from the agreement was understandably denied, since the Great 
Falls center had gone to considerable expense and trouble to 
provide office space and a library for the LCTHF, and went so far 
as to temporarily re-locate some of their own staff in order to 
accommodate the LCTHF. 
  
It was at the LCTHF annual meeting in Omaha in August 2011 
which proved to be the venue where the plans that had been 
crafted by the four in-lines unraveled.  At the Membership Meet-
ing, of the attendees who took the microphone to voice their op-
position to the two initiatives, and many did, the four members of 
the Executive Committee realized their plans were in serious 
jeopardy.  Then, their plans completely collapsed when the afore-
mentioned benefactor who, upon hearing how little backing there 
was for the transformation of the foundation, decided to withdraw 

his offer of financial support.  This was the point, it is generally 
believed, that the Executive Committee, as if by mutual agreement 
to a pact, decided to tender their resignations en masse; all four 
letters of resignation were included in one packet.  As one mem-
ber put it, they, “…picked up their marbles and left”. 
  
With the sudden resignation of all four top-echelon LCTHF offi-
cers, the remaining board members were forced to move quickly 
and decisively to provide as smooth a transition as possible, and 
to fill the leadership vacuum created by the recently vacated seats.  
It is truly remarkable that they were able to do so as quickly as 
they did, in a cooperative way of which Lewis and Clark would be 
proud. 
  
So now what?  The Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation is 
facing a serious revenue problem.  Operations will very soon begin 
to be affected as reserve and investment funds continue to take 
hits in the weakening economy.  But if any of us are thinking that 
the new regime should have been more careful in what they asked 
for; from listening to several of the new officers on the board, no 
one is Pollyannaish enough to believe that simply because of a 
change in leadership, the LCTHF is on auto-pilot to a sunnier land.  
The consensus is that it’s going to take a continued effort with a lot 
of cooperation and creativity, with emphasis on creativity, to get 
the organization back on financial terra firma.  Good news!  That 
effort has begun. 
  
There are many creative and dedicated minds already on the job, 
and ideas are already developing from the newly reformed board 
of directors and key committees.  Offers of help and ideas are also 
coming from the LCTHF membership.  There are creative and 
dedicated people out there who, although are not on the board nor 
are principals in the board’s actions, are nonetheless as dedicated 
as anyone in working to save the foundation. 
 
Kira Gale from the Mouth of the Platte Chapter, for example, was 
one of the first LCTHF members to take the time to offer her 
thoughts and options the foundations might consider as it re-
organizes its operations.  Phyllis Yeager from the Ohio River 
Chapter and former board member, an ever-present voice of rea-
son, is remarkable in always being able to put things into perspec-
tive.  There are others, many others, whom although not men-
tioned here, are out there pitching in.  And of course, the entire 
Portage Route Chapter, the nexus of much of the recent contro-
versy, is stepping up in doing its part. 
  
It is a new era for the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
beset with troubles that came uninvited, and a board of directors 
abandoned by their own leadership, who when it became evident 
that they were not going to have it their way, hit the highway. 
 
But it’s also a new era of cooperative effort, within the LCTHF 
board committees as they engage themselves, considering viable 
goals, and sensibly planning them out, although it is not a fete de 
compli they will be successful.  It’s going to take work, and only 
time will tell how the foundation will fare, but there seems to be a 
sort of freshness and a confidence in the air, a feeling that with the 
team we have at the helm, we’re not only going to live, we’re going 
to live it up! 
  
“There’s no limit to what can be accomplished if it doesn't matter 
who gets the credit.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson  
  

- Rich Avilla, Editor, The Pirogue 

Change at the Helm 

http://www.greatfallstribune.com/article/20111019/NEWS01/110190303/Lewis-Clark-trail-office-stay-Great-Falls-four-board-members-resign
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/article_4ab752e2-fb4a-11e0-bbd0-001cc4c002e0.html
http://www.lewisandclarktrail.com/section3/montanacities/greatfalls/lcinterpretive/index.htm



