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~ usldent 's /ltessa<;e 
by Cynthia Orlando 

Let me begin with a heartfelt thanks to you all. 
and particularly the Oregon Chapter, for your tribute 
at the close of the annual meeting in Bismarck. 
What we have been able to accomplish at Fort 
Clatsop National Memorial has been because of the 
thousands of you, who live, breathe and sleep the 
Lewis and Clark legacy, and work with us to protect 
and preserve the story and physical sites associated 
with the expedition. What an incredible beginning to 

this new foundation year! 
Similarly, the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Faun-

by David Borlaug and Michelle D. Bussard 

Poised on the eve of the next century and com
memoration of the Lewis and Clark bicentennial, the 
council welcomes our new president who will take 
us into the new millennium. He is one you all know, 
who has come on over from the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation- David Borlaug of North 
Dakota. With our new president we will also be un
veiling the council's national logo (see page 39) . We 
are thrilled to be able to share it with the readers of 
WPO. The logo will adorn our materials and in the 

To all you folks out there, let me say, "It's been a 
good time, but I'll be moving on." 

This is my last editorial as editor of We Proceeded 
On. 

The new editor, with a new title of publications 
editor, Jim Merritt, will be taking over January 1, 
2000. 

I will be moving on to other adventures after hav
ing written 38 editorials in WPO since my first one 
in November 1 990 (I wrote two editorials in that first 
issue). I say adventures because it has been an ad-

dation could not exist without you. The past three 
years have brought a myriad of changes, the result of 
the energy and enthusiasm and hard work of many, 
many foundation members. The organization has 
evolved and grown to a national membership of over 
2,500 and been thrust into, as Past-President Borlaug 
notes. a national leadership position. We will be 
pulled in many different directions over the next few 
years and what we must remember first and foremost 
are the values on which this organization is built. 

(President's Message continued on page 4) 

spirit of cooperation and partnership, will be shared 
with our national, state and institutional partners 
and grace publications, products and programs be
ing developed to commemorate the bicentennial of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

April 2000 will mark a significant moment for the 
council when we launch our annual planning work
shop in Kansas City, Kansas with Dr. Stephen 
Ambrose and the dedication of a magnificent Lewis 

(Bicentennial Council column continued on page 4) 

venture editing this magazine. It has been an excit
ing adventure learning about the Corps of Discovery, 
the Native Americans and all that went into the long 
walk the expedition took; a heartwarming adventure 
in the fellowship of meeting and sharing and laugh
ing with all of you at the annual meetings and an ed
iting adventure trying, and sometimes succeeding, 
in making WPO a better publication. 

I am moving on because the foundation decided 
to expand the duties of the editor into the field of 

(Editor's Desk continued on page 4) 

ON THE COVER- Little has changed at the red bluff near Townsend. Montana. See 
Editor's Desk above. 

Photo by Troy Helmick. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Cont. from p. 3 

"The mission of the Lewis and 
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
Inc., is to stimulate public appre
ciati on of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition's experi ence to 
America's heri tage, and to support 
education, research, development 
and preservation of the Lewis and 
Clark experience." 

How can we do that? Only with 
your help. The story of Lewis and 
Clark revolves around teams of vol
unteers who were important to the 
success of the expedition. Like the 
expedition, the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation could not 
survive without your commitment 
and support, your resolution, forti
tude and positive attitude. 

Organizations don't perform un
less they perform together. The ex
ecutive team and board of 
directors look forward to working 
with you as we take our organiza
tion into the next millennium, and 
thank you for your wi llingness to 
share of yourself this coming year. 

BICENTENNIAL COUNCIL 
Cont.from p. 3 

ff I 

and Clark statue on a bluff above 
the Missouri River. The workshop, 
April 26-28, w ill feature the 
council 's announcement of a board 
of national advisors, many of 
whom you already know as the 
Lewis and Clari' luminaries, unveil
ing of a national calendar of events 
and very special trips to Fort Osage 
and Atchison, Kansas. 

In the immediate future the 
council , with our federal agency 
partners, is hosting a trail states 
coordinating meeting in Portland, 
Oregon that is designed to create a 
framework for a coordinated, uni-
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EDITOR'S DESK 
Cont. from p. J 

working with publishers on all the 
different publications that they are 
involved in. The foundation adver
tised nationally for the position 
and selected a person they felt was 
better qualified in this area than I 
am. 

So, T move on. 
A few thoughts before I leave you. 
In my first editorial, I com-

mented that I could say 
"antidisestablishmentarianism" as 
well as the next person, but why 
should I if I can find a simpler way 
to express it. That is still my phi
losophy. The cover of the first WPO 
I edited was a slightly out-of-focus 
picture of the red bluff on the Mis
souri River near Townsend, Mon
tana, mentioned in the journals, 
where the Jndians used the red 
earth to make paint. A newer, 
clearer photo of the red bluff is on 
this issue's cover and, in a way, it 
defines the progress that has been 
made on the magazine. 

I have a lot of wonderful memo
ries of annual meetings, but one of 
the best happened at the meeting 
in Sioux City, Iowa, when the 
Idaho gang and I drove to the town 
of Lamar, Iowa, to the Blue Bunny 

fied commemoration. This follows 
four tribal summits that brought 
together dozens of tribal nations to 
explore participation in the bicen
tennial. Continuing work with the 
tribes will include more summits 
and the council is actively working 
on securing a staff position for 
tribal affairs and outreach. 

As so many of you already 
know, the bicentennial is really j ust 
around the corner and we all have 
much work to do. The council is 
honored to be the foundation 's 
partner in this work. 

Tee Cream Factory. We were look
ing for free samples, but the recep
tionist told us they didn' t do free 
samples anymore. Crushed at the 
thought of another small bit of 
Americana disappearing, we de
cided to take a group picture in 
front of the building. While we 
were doing this, the manager came 
out and we told him our sad story. 
He took us to the lunchroom and 
said, "Help yourself to all the ice 
cream you want." We did, and it 
was really swell. Americana lives 
on! 

Who can forget when Steve 
Ambrose told me he was going to 
give $10,000 a year to WPO as 
long as his best selling book "Un
daunted Courage" was doing well? 
It continues to sell well w ith over 
1,400,000 copies sold so far. A 
fr iend even purchased a copy in 
Australia although she had a hard 
time fi nding one because most 
bookstores were sold out. 

A particularly gratifying memory 
revolves around the many people 
who would come up to me at 
meetings and tell me how much 
they liked the magazine and what 
a great job they thought I was do
ing. Of course, there was the other 
side of that coin which featured 
those who thought I was really 
messing up. Fortunately, there 
were not too many of them , but 
there were enough to keep me 
from getting a swelled head. 

All along, it was the people, you, 
the members, who kept me going. 
I never worked in isolation. You 
were always with me. For that, I 
am grateful. 

Give Jim Merritt the same wel
come and the same support and 
he will ably carry on the tradition 
of We Proceeded On that I have had 
a small part in building. 

I hope to see you at the annual 
meetings and along the trail. 

Keep on keepin' on . 

(J(~6~ 
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-OBITUARY -
IRVING W. ANDERSON 

1920~1999 

!) rving W. Anderson, past 
president of the foundation, 
died at his Portland, Oregon 

home August 20, 1999. He 
was 79. "Andy," as he was known 
to many of the foundation mem
bers, attended the November 1970 
annual meeting that inaugurated 
the foundation's yearly meetings. 
He served as secretary from 1973 
to 1979 and president in 1980-81 . 
He holds the foundation's highest 
award "For Outstanding Contribu
tions in Bringing to this Nation a 
Greater Awareness and Appreciation 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition." 

Irving W. "Andy" Anderson was 
born in Seattle on February 2, 
1920. He served in the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps during World War II 
and later earned a B.A. in geogra
phy at the University of Washing
ton. His entire professional career 
was devoted to public land and re
source management in widely 
varying locales including Alaska, 
Egypt, Washington D.C., Oregon 
and Washington state. 

With a true academic's rigor, 
Andy insisted on primary docu
mentation for his, and others', 
works on Lewis and Clark. This ex
tended to such details as verifying 
and insisting on the "correct" spell
ing and pronunciation of the In
dian woman Sacagawea's nai:ie. 
The name was spelled phonetically 
in the journals ("Sah-ca-gah-we-
ah "). He wrote many articles on 
this subject alone. This effort 
emerged in unlikely places, such as 
the new dollar coin depicting 
Sacagawea. Corresponding with 
the director of the U.S. Mint, Andy 
effectively campaigned for a cor
rect spelling of the name. 

From 1 986 to 1992, Anderson 
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was a faculty member of The Heri
tage Institute of Antioch University 
in Seattle. His course, titled Thomas 
Jefferson and the Lewis & Clark 
Legacy, emphasized the Columbia 
River estuary and its significance 
to the activities of the Corps of Dis
covery; his Trails West course fo
cused on segments of the Lewis & 
Clark and Oregon National Historic 
Trails in the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area. 

With a reverence for fact, Andy 
would not shrink from challenging 
any assertions about Lewis and 
Clark that were contrary to the ex
plorers' primary records, their jour
nals. Although he was gratified by 
Stephen Ambrose's Undaunted 
Courage and the exposure and the 
financial contributions Ambrose 
gave to the foundation and other 
Lewis and Clark endeavors, this did 
not deter Andy from documenting 
a considerable number of factual 
errors in the book, noting them in 
his published review in the Patrice 
Press, Tucson, Arizona. 

Anderson chaired numerous 
state and academic adv isory com
mittees including Oregon's Lewis 
and Clark Trail Advisory Commit
tee; Oregon's Committee for a Liv
able Oregon; and the U.S. National 
Park Service Lewis and Clark Na
tional Historic Trail Advisory Coun
cil. In 1976 he chaired the 
Bicentennial Committee that cre
ated a Lewis and Clark Botanical 
Memorial in Portland's Waterfront 
Park. 

Anderson was recognized na
tionally for his research, notably 
biographies of jean Baptiste 
Charbonneau, his mother 
Sacagawea, and his father, 
Toussaint Charbonneau, all of 

Lewis and Clark Expedition fame. 
Anderson's research contributions 
and his many reviews of recent 
Lewis and Clark Expedition schol
arly books have been published in 
the Oregon Historical Quarterly; 
Congressional Record; Montana, the 
Magazine of Western Histo1y; and 
South Dakota Histo1y; together with 
manuscript reading/critiquing for 
University of Oklahoma Press. He 
was also the co-author of the his
torical and biographical texts 
printed in the National Park 
Service's Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail map brochure, U.S. 
National Park Service, and was co
producer of its video, Lewis & Clark 
National Historic Trail. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Lynne; daughters Elizabeth Pfeifer 
and Kristine Schmidt, both of 
Newberg, Oregon; Katharine 
Anderson-White of Durham, Or
egon and Ingrid of Issaquah, Wash
ington; a son, j ohn-Erik of 
Redmond, Washington; a brother, 
Frank of Seattle and 12 grandchil
dren. A memorial serv ice was held 
in the Agnes Flanagan Chapel at 
Lewis & Clark College. Memorials 
for Andy can be directed to the Irv
ing Anderson Memorial Fund at 
the Archives and Special Collec
tions Department at Lewis & Clark 
College, Portland, OR 97219. 

Andy's historical research and 
writing efforts may be found on 
two Internet websites: 

• PBS Online: www.pbs.org/ 
lewisandclark/Jnside the Corps 

• The Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation: 
www.lewisandclark.org/ The His
tory of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion 

- j ohn Montague 
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H E R NAME AND H E R 

by Irving W. Anderson and 
Blanche Schroer 

Editor's Note: Irving Anderson 
and Blanche Schroer have both 
passed on. Both were Sacagawea 
scholars-Schroer for 60 years 
(see WPO, February 1998, page 
8). She passed on in April 1998. 

istory has accorded the 
Shoshoni 1 Indian 
woman member of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedi

tion a most novel place in the 
hearts and m inds of generations of 
Americans. That her fame is de
serving is evident from historical 
records. Sacagawea was by birth a 
Shoshoni. As can best be deter
mined she would have been ap
proximately 12 years old in 1800, 
the year understood by the explor
ers to have been when she was 
taken prisoner by the Hidatsa Indi
ans. Her captors had forcibly re
moved her from her Rocky 
Mountain homeland, east to their 
Hidatsa vi llage near present Bis
marck, North Dakota, where Lewis 
and Clark encountered her in No
vember 1804. By that time she 
had been given the Hidatsa name 
Sacagawea. which means 
Birdwoman. 

Her age is based on a recon
struction of it by Captain Lewis. On 
July 28, 1805, at the Three Forks of 
the Missouri (Montana), Lewis 
noted in his journal that this was 
the area of Sacagawea's kidnap
ping " five years since." And later. 
on August 1 9. 1 805, when the 
party was among her Shoshoni 
people, Lewis wrote that when she 
had been taken prisoner, she had 
not yet "arrived to the years of 
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puberty ... which with [the 
Shoshoni] is considered to be 
about the age of 13 or 1 4 years. "2 

The Lewis and Clark party con
structed Fort Mandan, its 1804-
1 805 winter headquarters near the 
Hidatsa village, and hired Toussaint 
Charbonneau, a French-Canadian 
fur trader, as an interpreter for the 
westward journey. Charbonneau, 
who had resided among the 
Mandan and Hidatsa Indians for a 
number of years. had purchased 
Sacagawea from the Hidatsa. and 
claimed her as one of his two 
Shoshoni "wives," a lajacon due 
pays (after the fashion of the coun
try). 3 

Toussaint was conversant in 
both French and Hidatsa. and 
Sacagawea spoke both Shoshoni 
and Hidatsa. Sacagawea was 
added to the party when the cap
tains realized that she could be 
very helpful as a Shoshoni "inter
preter through Toussaint"4 if the 
explorers met her people upon 
reaching the Rockies. She was at 
that time about t 7 years old, and 
pregnant, which resulted in the 
birth of a son at Fort Mandan, Feb
ruary 11 , 1805.5 The boy, Jean 
Baptiste Charbonneau, whom 
Clark nicknamed "Pomp" or 
"Pompy," for his pompous "little 
dancing boy"6 antics, accompanied 
his parents to the Pacific and back 
to Mandan during 1 805-1806. 

Sacagawea was not the popular
ized girl-guide depicted in art and 
fiction . She did, however, remem
ber from her childhood geographic 
features she sighted when the ex
pedition reached her tribal home
land. Clark praised her during the 
return journey, for pointing out to 
him Shoshoni routes he followed 

DESTINY 

through two Rocky Mountain 
passes. Sacagawea's knowledge of 
native plants and berries for food. 
and some plants for medicinal pur
poses, contributed importantly to 
the welfare of the group. 

Her services as interpreter 
proved immeasurably valuable 
when the party, through remark
able coincidence. encountered her 
brother. Cameahawait, chief of her 
Shoshoni band. This bond, to
gether w ith her knowledge of the 
language, aided significantly in se
curing a trail-wise Shoshoni guide 
and horses, needed by the explor
ers to cross the "tremendous 
mountains" that lay before them. 
Also, her presence with her baby 
assured territorially established In
dian nations encountered by the 
expedition, that the group was not 
an invading war party.7 Sacag_awea 
was regarded at the turn of the 
century, as America's "Women's 
Suffrage Pioneer," for her participa
tion in the first American demo
cratically held election west of the 
Rockies. Her view was recorded 
equally with the men, when each 
expressed their individual prefer
ence for a location of the party's 
1805-1806 winter quarters at the 
mouth of the Columbia River.8 

Factual information about 
Sacagawea is sparse. Except for 
Clark's lacon ic statement that 
Sacagawea's complexion " ... was 
lighter than the other [Shoshoni 
wife of Charbonneau] who was 
from the more Southern lndians,"9 

none of her other literate contem
poraries left a physical description 
of her. There is an indelible record, 
however, contained in the explor
ers' journals, and later, in fur trade 
diaries, that attribute to her, exem-
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plary behavioral and character 
traits that were sincerely respected 
and admired by her associates. Nu
merous geographic landmarks 
have been named for her. Markers, 
monuments and memorials have 
been placed in her honor. Several 
statues, and countless artworks 
and li terary compositions have 
given her prominence. These hon
ors testify to her well-deserved 
place in our nation's history. 

Regrettably, a curious mystique 
completely envelops two dimen
sions of Sacagawea's life story: 1) A 
disparity persists among her admir
ers concerning the derivation, spell
ing, pronunciation and meaning of 
her name; and 2) A dispute has 
raged for nearly a century concern
ing her fate following the expedi
tion, especially events relating to the 
time and place of her final hours. 

-~~ !~-~~4"r 

With respect to the latter, a 
popular theory evolved that pur
ported Sacagawea died at age 100, 
April 9, 1884, and was buried at 
Fort Washakie, Wind River Indian 
Reservation, Wyoming. There in
deed was a celebrated Shoshoni 
Indian woman interred at Fort 
Washakie in 1884, who had a son 
named Bazil. Only two antiquarian 
documents have been found that 
provide positive identification of 
that woman. 

One, created while she was liv
ing, is the inclusion of her name 
on the "Census Roll of the 
Shoshone tribe of Indians, present 
at the Shoshone and Bannock 
Agency, Wyoming Territory No
vember 1st 18 77." The other is her 
official death record , dated April 9, 
1884. Both of these primary docu
ments identify the woman merely 
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This excerpt from Clark's manuscript journal points up Sacagawea's 
important role as "ambassador" to the exploring enterprise: " ... the sight of 
This Indian Woman ... confirmed those people of our friendly intentions, as 
no woman ever accompanies a war party of Indians in this quarter. "15 
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as "Bazil's mother." 10 At age 100 in 
1884, the Wind River person 
would have been born in 1784, 
and would have been 21 years old 
if it had been she who set out w ith 
the expedition in 1805. Claimed 
by her admirers to have been the 
"child captured by the Hidatsa" in 
1800, 11 "Bazil's mother" could 
hardly have been the girl who had 
not yet "arrived to the age of pu
berty" in 1800, that Lewis re
corded in I 805. 

Nevertheless, through a regret
table circumstance resulting from 
oral history interviews transcribed 
through interpreters, together with 
written "remembrance" testimoni
als obtained from persons who al
legedly knew "Bazil 's mother" to 

be "Sacajawea" on the reservation, 
she was mistakenly determined to 
be the Shoshoni woman of Lewis 
and Clark Expedition fame. Col
lected during the period 1 905-
1930, 21 to 46 years after the 
death of "Bazil's mother" in 1884, 
those recollections, no matter how 
well-intended, were unsupported 
by antiquarian written records of 
any kind, that linked her to the 
1804-1806 exploring enterprise. 12 

Contravening that theory are de
cisive, retrievable primary records 
created in time and place by per
sons who were there, that trace an 
unbroken chronology of 
Sacagawea's life. These conclu
sively pinpoint her presence at Fort 
Manuel (South Dakota) , at the time 
of her death, December 20, 1812, 
"aged abt 25 years." 13 Extensive 
archaeological investigations have 
been made at Fort Manuel, but no 
identifiable grave for Sacagawea 
has been found . In formal recogni
tion of her death there, the Fort 
Manuel site was entered into the 
National Register of Historic Places 
on February 8, 1 978, ensuring a 
lasting commemoration to the final 
chapter in the life's role of a re
markable heroine of our nation's 
history. 14 
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Sacagawea's name was spelled 
by the explorers a total of 1 7 
times. Thirteen of these were re
corded by Lewis and Clark, and 
one was documented by Sergeant 
j ohn Ordway, each in their original 
long hand j ournals. In addition, 
Clark inscribed her name on three 
of his maps. Although their flair for 
inspired spelling created some in
teresting variations, in every in
stance all three of the journalists 
who attempted to write it were 
consistent in the use of a "g" in the 
third syllable. 

The captains' longhand manu
script journals15 reveal a standard
ized phonetic spelling of her name, 
together with its meaning. Lewis's 
journal entry for May 20, 1805, 
reads: "a handsome r iver of about 
fifty yards in width discharged it
self into the shell [Mussellshell] 
r iver ... this stream we called Sah
ca-gah-we-ah (sah KAH gah WEE 
ah) or bird woman's River, after 
our interpreter the Snake 
[Shoshoni] woman. " 16 Clark 's three 
maps that show the river named in 
her honor reinforce Lewis's spell
ing and meaning of her name. 

Lewis and Clark history scholars, 
together with the U.S. Geographic 
Names Board, the U.S. National 
Park Service, the National Geo
graphic Society, Encyclopedia 
Americana and World Book Encyclo
pedia, among others, have adopted 
the Sacagawea form. The Bureau 
of American Ethnology, as early as 
1910, had standardized the 
Sacagawea spelling in its publica
tions. Her name traces its etymol
ogy to the Hidatsa Indian tribe, 
among whom she lived most of 
her adult life. The name derives 
from two Hidatsa Indian words: 
sacaga, meaning bird, and wea, 
meaning woman. It is pronounced 
Sa ca' ga wea, w ith a hard "g". 
Clark would later explain that in 
recording Indian vocabularies 
"great object was to make every 
letter sound." 17 
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OBITUARY 
Bazil ' s Mother 

(Date) April 9, 1884. (Nam;) Bazil's mother 
(Shoshone). (Age) One Hundred. (Residence) 
Shoshone Agency. (cause of death) Old age. 
(Place of bur ial ) Burial Grounds, Shoshone 
Agency. (Si gnature of clergyman) J . Roberts. 

Episcopal Parish Register 
of Burials. 
Shoshone Mission 
Shoshone Agency, Wyomi ng l 0 

Over the years a number of lin
guistic attempts to decipher the 
mystery of her name have been 
published. Shoshoni advocates 
claim her as "Sacajawea" (pro
nounced SAK ah jah wee ah), a 
form of her name which has be
come widely popularized both in 
spell ing and pronunciation, espe
cially in the Far West. This leads to 
complications, however, because 
her name never was spelled 
"Sacajawea" by her contemporar
ies during her li fetime. Moreover, 
"Sacajawea" allegedly means the 
equivalent of "canoe launcher" 18 in 
Shoshoni, which contradicts Lewis 
and Clark's pr imary documenta
tion, "bird woman. " ' 9 

The "Sacajawea" spelling derives 
from the 1 81 4 narrative of the 
journey, a secondary source pub
lished two years after Sacagawea's 

death.20 The narrative was edited 
by Nicholas Biddle, a classical 
scholar who never met Sacagawea, 
so never heard how she pro
nounced her own name. Biddle 
worked from the captains' original 
longhand j ournal entries, correct
ing spelling and grammar, and sub
stantially abridging many daily 
entries. Although Biddle's editing 
methodology is credited w ith stan
dardizing the "Sah ca gah we a" 
form in the longhand j ournals, it is 
indeterminate as to why he de
cided upon the "Sacajawea" spell
ing in his 1814 narrative, when all 
of the pr imary documents avail
able to him spelled the name with 
a "g". 21 Perhaps Biddle was in flu
enced by the poorly formed "g's" 
contained in many other words 
evident in Clark's longhand j ournal 
entries. 
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Excerpt from Lewis's May 20, 1805 manuscript journal entry. Here, Lewis 
has written in his own hand: "Sah-ca-gah-we-ah or bird woman's Riva .. 
(Lewis's "w" in we-ah appears to be an "m''.) The amended spelling, Sah ca 
gah we a, is Biddle's longhand standardized spelling form. 15 

Indeed, two decades after the 
expedition, Clark persisted in this 
quirk of his penmanship when he 
spelled her name one final time. 
On the cover of his 1825-1828 ac
count book, he recorded whether 
his exploring partners were then 
living or dead. Here, as is docu
mented elsewhere in the account 
book, Clark's writing of words such 
as "wajgen" (wagon), "Georje," 
"schoolinj," etc., he corroborates 
his life-long, exasperating idiosyn
crasy of scribbling poorly formed 
"g's" that appear to be "j's" when 
he penned: "Se car ja we au 
Dead."22 

Certain North Dakota Hidatsa 
advocates vigorously promote a 
"Sakakawea" (pronounced sah 
KAH KAH wee ah) spelling and 
pronunciation form of her name. 
Analogous with the "Sacajawea" 
form, the "Sakakawea" spelling 
similarly is not found in the Lewis 
and Clark journals. To the contrary, 
this spelling traces its origin nei
ther through a personal connection 
with her, nor in any primary li tera
ture of the expedition. It has been 
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independently constructed from 
two Hidatsa Indian words found in 
a dictionary titled: Ethnography and 
Philology of the Hidatsa Indians, 
published by the Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. , 
1877. 

Compiled by U.S. Army Sur
geon, Dr. Washington Matthews, 
65 years following Sacagawea's 
death, the words appear verbatim 
in the dictionary as "tsa-ka-ka, 
noun; a bird," and "mia [wia, bia], 
noun; a woman." In a 1 950 publi
cation titled: Salzakawea the Bird 
Woman, it is revealed that when 
Dr. Matthews' " ... Tsakal'.awia is an
glicized for easy pronunciation, it 
becomes Sakakawea ... the spelling 
adopted by North Dakota. "23 This 
form, however, contradicts Dr. 
Matthews' own explanation: " In 
my dictionary I give the Hidatsa 
word for bird as 'Tsakaka.' Ts is of
ten changed to S, and K to G, in 
this and other Indian languages, so 
'Sacaga' would not be a bad 
spelling ... but never 'Sacaja' [for 
bird] ... wea means woman."24 On 
page 90 of Dr. Matthews' dictio-

nary it is explained that there is no 
j included in the Hidatsa alphabet, 
and that g is pronounced as a 
"hard g." 

The authors of this research ef
fort agree with the sources cited 
above, that the Shoshoni Indian 
woman's name has been deci
sively treated by the disciplines of 
orthography, etymology and philol
ogy, with the effect of formally es
tablishing the Sacagawea spelling 
and pronunciation. Hopefully, over 
time, the American "editorial 
ethic" will uniformly adopt the 
Sacagawea form. We owe it to 
America's most famous Native 
American heroine to correctly spell 
and pronounce her name, and to 
unequivocally recognize that the 
time and place of her rendezvous 
with destiny was December 20, 
1812, at today's nationally desig
nated Fort Manuel Historic Site, 
South Dakota. 

About the Authors .. . 
Irving W. Anderson was a past 

president, Lewis & Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation, Inc. Among 
his numerous published research 
efforts was his complete treatise 
detailing the lives of all three 
Charbonneaus. Titled: "A 
Charbonneau Family Portrait: 
Biographical Sketches of 
Sacagawea, jean Baptiste, and 
Toussaint Charbonneau," the 
trilogy first appeared in American 
West Magazine, March/April 1980. 
A reprint version is available 
through the Fort Clatsop Historical 
Association, Asroria, Oregon 
97103. 

Blanche Schroer was a freelance 
western history writer and a long
standing member of the founda
tion. Her vast knowledge of local 
Wyoming legends concerning 
Sacagawea was based on decades 
of residence on the Wind River 
Indian Reservation and in nearby 
Lander. Two of her research efforts 
pertaining to this subject are: 1) 
Sacagawea: "The Legend and the 
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by Dayton Duncan 

epresenting the young 
nation that would even
tually follow them 
across the continent, 

Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark "planted the flag" for the 
United States in the West-figura
tively and li terally. Tucked away 
among the tons of equipment they 
brought w ith them on thei r epic 
journey was a supply of American 
flags, one of the earlier designs of 
Old Glory, w ith 15 stars and 15 
stripes. 

The captains used the flags for a 
variety of purposes. One fluttered 

SACAGAWEA 
Cont. from p. 9 

Truth," In Wyoming, Dec/Jan, 
1977-1978; and 2) "Boat Pusher or 
Bird Woman? Sacagawea or 
Sacajawea?" Annals of Wyoming, 
Vol. 52, No. 1, Spring 1980. 

END NOTES 
'The Shoshoni spelling form was standard
ized early in this century through scholarly 
studies sponsored by the Bureau of Ameri
can Ethnology, now the Smithsonian Insti
tution. See Hodge, Frederick Webb. Hand
book of American Indians North of Mexico , 2 
Volumes. published by the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, Wash. , D.C., 191 0. 
Vol. 2, p. 11 39. 
2Moulron, Gary, Ed .. The journals of the 
Lewis & Clark Expedition, 8 Vols. tO date. 
University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln. 
1986-1993. Vol. 5, p. 120. 

1Jbid , Vol. 3, pp. 232-233. 
4lbid,Vol.3, p. 3 12. 
5lbid, Vol. 3, p . 291. 
6Thwaites, Reuben Gold, Ed., Original 
journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
1804- 1806 , 8 Vols., Dodd, Mead & Co., 
1904, Arno Press Reprint Edition, 1969, 
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over their big keelboat as they as
cended the Missouri, signaling that 
a new nation now claimed the land 
watered by the m ighty river. Oth
ers were presented to Indian 
chiefs, along with a message from 
their new "Great Father" promising 
that "when you accept his flag and 
medal, you accept his hand of 
friendship, which will never be 
withdrawn from your nat ion." (A 
Yankton Sioux chief was thankful, 
he said, because the flag was 
" large and handsome, the shade of 
which we can sit under," and Lewis 
is said to have wrapped a newborn 
Yankton baby in a flag, declaring 

Vol. 7, p. 330. 
7 Moulron,journals, op cit, vol. 5, pp. 305-
306. 
3Jbid, Vol. 6, pp. 83-86. 
9 Jackson, Donald, Ed., Letters of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition with Related Docu
ments. 1783-1854, 2nd Edition, 2 vols .. 
University of lllinois Press, Urbana, 1978, 
Vol. 2, p. 527. 
10Both of these documents are reproduced 
in Anderson, Irving W., "Probing the 
Riddle of the Bird Woman," Montana. the 
Magazine of Western Histo1y, Vol. XXIII , No. 
4, Autumn 1973, pp. 2-1 7. 
''Hebard. Grace Raymond , Sacajawea. A 
Guide and Interpreter of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, with An Account of the n-avels of 
Toussaint Charbonneau and of jean Baptiste, 
the Expedition Papoose. Arthur H. Clark 
Co., Glendale, CA, 1932. reprint ed. 1962, 
p. 50. 
12Sch roer. Blanche, "Sacajawea: The Leg
end and the Truth." In Wyoming. Vol. X, 
No. 5, Dec/Jan, 1977-1 978, pp. 20-28. 37-
43. 
13Drumm, Stella M., Ed., j ournal of a Fur
Trading Expedition on the Upper Missouri, 
1812-1813. Missouri Histori cal Society, 
1920. Repr int ed., Argosy-Antiquarian Ltd., 
New York, 1964, p. 106. 
14Anderson, Irving W .. "Fort Manuel: Its 

the child "an American.") 
On Christmas morn ing of 1805, 

having just completed their winter 
quarters, the entire crew began the 
day by firing off their guns, drink
ing a round of brandy, and then 
hoisting the Stars and Stripes. "its 
first waving in Fort Mandan," 
added Sergeant Patrick Gass, "was 
celebrated wi th another glass. " 

A flag was with Lewis on August 
12, 1805, when he ascended 
Lemhi Pass, becoming the firs t 
United States citizen to reach the 
Continental Divide. And it was w ith 
him the next day, when he became 
the first white man to reach the 

Hisrorical Significance," South Dakota 
History , Vol. 6, No. 2, Spring 1976, pp. 
131-151. 
' 5The original manuscript j ournals are held 
in the archives of the American Philosophi
cal Society. Philadelphia. Microfilm copies 
may be found in major libraries through
out the nation. 
' 6Moulton,joumals, op. cit., Vol. 3, p. 171. 
17j ackson, Letters, op. cit., p. 503. 
18Hebard, Sacajawea, op. cit., p. 289. 
19Schroer, Blanche, "Boat-pusher or Bird 
Woman? Sacagawea or Sacajawea?". An
nals of Wyoming, Vol. 52, No. 1, Spring 
1980, pp. 46-54. 
20Biddle, Nicholas and Allen, Paul, Eds .. 
History of the Expedition Under the Com
mand of Captains Lewis and Clark, 1804-
1806, 2 Vol. , 1814. Reprint edition, Coues, 
Elliott, Ed., Dover Publications, Inc .. 3 
Vols .. 1965. 
2 'Anderson, Irving W., "Sacajawea, 
Sacagawea, Sakakawea?" South Dakota 
Histo1y, Vol. 8, No. 4, Fall 1978, pp. 303-
311. 
22Reid, Russell, "Sakakawea the Bird 
Woman ," State Historical Society of North 
Dakota , Bismarck. 1950, p. 4. 
21Wheeler, Ol in D., The Trail of Lewis and 
Clark, 1804-1904, G.P. Putnam's Sons. 
1904, 2 volumes, Vol. I, pp. 126, 135 . 
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homeland of the Shoshones, whose 
will ingness to provide horses to to
tal strangers would determine the 
success or failure of the whole ex
pedition. Conspicuously leaving his 
rifle on the ground, Lewis advanced 
alone and on foot toward 60 
mounted Shoshone warriors, carry
ing only the flag, he wrote, "as an 
emblem of peace." 

Lewis and Clark proudly flew the 
t 5-star banner over Fort Clatsop 
near the ocean, even though Britain 
still claimed the Pacific Northwest 
as its own. And long after running 
out of nearly everything else-whis
key, salt, tobacco, and trade 
goods-the expedition still had 
plenty of their nation 's flags. Clark 
used one to purchase food from 
some Indians on the return trip. 
Lewis presented one to some 
Blackfeet warriors, but then point
edly reclaimed it from their corpses 
after a deadly fight. And Sergeant 
john Ordway mentions displaying 
one as they all sped down the Mis
souri in September of 1 806, just a 
week before their triumphant ar
rival in St. Louis. 

Symbol of empire, token of 
peace; provider of shade, food, 
good cheer, and solemn ceremony; 
talisman of both promises made 
and promises broken; banner of ex
ploration, reminder of home: Old 
Glory not only went everywhere 
with Lewis and Clark, it became, in 
effect, one of the most important 
(and versatile) members of the 
Corps of Discovery. 

In following the captains' foot
steps to make our television docu
mentary, Ken Burns and I became 
equally attached to the authentic 
replica of the 15-star flag which we 
brought with us on every produc
tion trip . We filmed it fly ing from 
the stern of a reconstructed 
keelboat that was traveling up the 
Missouri from St. Louis to Indepen
dence Creek in Kansas, named in 
1804 when the explorers marked 
the first Fourth of July ever cel
ebrated west of the Mississippi. 
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In our film , the same flag hangs 
limply over the deserted campsite 
when Sergeant Charles Floyd is bur
ied near what is now Sioux City, 
Iowa. It flaps in a frigid wind during 
a blizzard at Fort Mandan in North 
Dakota; snaps smartly in a gentle 
breeze near Great Falls, Montana, 
where the Corps of Discovery spent 
July 4, 1805, dancing into the night 
and drinking the last of their whis
key; and it waves over Fort Clatsop 
during the scene of Christmas 
I 805, when for the fi rst time the 
men's journal entries betray a pro
found homesickness. 

Even at places where we weren' t 
filming it, the flag was always with 
us. Ken and I unfurled it in the 
midst of the White Cliffs of the Mis
souri-the very place Lewis had 
called "seens of visionary 
inchantment." We raised it at Lemhi 
Pass, carted it w ith us through the 
snow-capped Bitterroot Mountains, 
and stowed it in our satchel on a 
crab boat that bobbed and rolled in 
the rough swells at the mouth of the 
Columbia. 

Only at the end of the project did 
we come to a realization about our 
well-traveled companion, now 
faded and worn and fraying at the 
edges: In the nearly two centuries 
since Lewis and Clark first em
barked into what the historian Ber
nard Devoto called "the province of 
the American future," as the nation 
added 35 bright new stars to its 
banner, ours is probably the only 
15-star United States flag to have 
retraced the entire length of their 
historic route. 

Understandably, to some people 
that may be a distinction of little 
consequence. But to Ken and me it 
means quite a lot. For us, retracing 
the trail of Lewis and Clark and re
tell ing their story on film was our 
own "voyage of discovery," full of 
the same sense of adventure, awe, 
adversity, and ultimate accomplish
ment that the journey held for the 
two famous friends and co-captains 
who preceded us. 

Our flag is a vivid reminder of 
that journey-theirs, ours, our 
nation's. 

Editor's Note: The flag had to be 
returned to Fort Clatsop National 
Memorial. Sorry, guys! 

Foundation member Dayton 
Duncan is the writer and co
producer, with Ken Burns, of 
Lewis & Clark: The journey of the 
Corps of Discovery. 

FUNDS SOUGHT TO 
RESTORE MERIWETHER 
LEWIS PORTRAIT 

The Missouri Historical Society 
seeks funds to support the restora
tion of a famous portrait of 
Meriwether Lewis to its original 
condition in order to exhibit the 
or iginal artwork in the upcoming 
National Lewis and Clark Bicenten
nial Exhibition. The portrait is not 
currently in exhibitable condition. 

The portrait is the only surv iving 
one of two profi les of Lewis cre
ated by French artist Charles 
Balthazar Julien Fevret de Saint
Memin . The portrait hung at Lo
cust Hill until the house was sold in 
the late 1800s. It came to the Mis
souri Historical Society in 1 936 
from Meriwether Lewis Anderson, 
the great-grandson of Lewis's sister 
Jane. 

The Lewis and Clark Trail Heri
tage Foundation granted the Mis
souri Historical Society $3000 to 
restore and preserve the portrait. 
The second phase of the restora
ti on, the repl ication of the frame 
and glass, will cost $2000. 

Those interested in contributing 
to this project may send checks to 

the Missouri Historical Society, P.O. 
Box 11940, St. Louis, MO 63112. 
Make checks out to The Missouri 
Historical Society, w ith a notation 
"For Lewis Artifact fund. " Contri
butions are tax deductible. 
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6)11e qn-house <Honorifics of ~ewis and Cfark , 

by Arlen j. Large 

During the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion, landscape features were named 
for all 33 people who made the 
round trip to the Pacific. Names 
were sometimes linked to events in
volving party members, but more 
often they seemed to be assigned 
randomly. Early revisits by expedi
tion veterans helped some of these 
names to survive. 

This article first appeared in 
1 994 in the publication of the 
American Name Society. 

q; he Lewis and Clark Expe
dition of 1804-1805 of
fers much raw material 
for students of the "psy

chological and social process of 
naming," as the discipline of 
onomastics has been defined 
(Grimaud, 7) . President Thomas 
Jefferson sent Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark to find a trade 
route from St. Louis across the 
Rocky Mountains to the Pacific 
Ocean. On a round trip lasting two 
and a hal f years the travelers 
crossed a vast area of North 
America that had never been 
mapped. That landscape was thick 
with features needing names. 1 This 
study deals with a particular 
source of Lewis and Clark names: 
the members of the exploring 
party themselves. A landscape fea
ture was named for each of the 33 
people who made the trip to the 
Pacific and back. The names of 15 
were used twice. Lewis's name was 
given to three di fferent features 
and Clark's to four. 

Of course, the explorers drew on 
other sources for their map names. 
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They used existing names, such as 
Big Horn River (a translation from 
the Mandan) and Mt. Hood, 
mapped during the British Navy's 
I 792 survey of the Pacific North
west. They applied their own de
scriptive names (Milk River, Gates 
of the Rocky Mountains), and daily 
events inspired others: Mast Creek 
was where the party's keelboat suf
fered a broken mast. And where 
did Roloje Creek come from? Clark 
said it was "given me last night in 
my Sleep" (Moulton.journals 
2:500). 

Lewis and Clark were regular 
U.S. Army officers commanding a 
military unit formally called the 
"Corps of Volunteers for North 
Western Discovery." They led 26 
enlisted men to the Pacific, plus 
rwo hired civilian interpreters. one 
of whom was accompanied by his 
w ife and infant son. Clark also 
took a slave named York. For Lewis 
and Clark th is personnel roster was 
a handy reservo ir of names to tap 
when nothing else seemed appro
priate. 

It was the officers' prerogative to 
decide whose name would go on 
which feature. A page-by-page ex
amination of the expedition's 
maps and journals (Moulton Atlas, 
journals) has been undertaken to 
uncover patterns that may have 
guided these selections. The find
ings suggest that in-group humor 
and random whim have an inter
esting place in the onomastics of 
exploration. Additional insight is 
provided on the reasons why some 
explorer-bestowed names survive 
while others do not. The examina
tion even throws indirect light on 
the question of a reputed romance 

between Clark and the famed 
Sacagawea. 

There is a long trad ition of ex
plorers lending their own names to 
landmarks they encounter. The 
1 792 British naval survey led by 
Captain George Vancouver 
sprinkled the Pacific Northwest 
with the names of his shipmates, 
Lieutenant Peter Puget providing 
the best-known example. U.S. 
Army Major Stephen Long likewise 
wanted to "compliment" a col
league during an 1820 reconnais
sance of the Front Range of the 
Rockies. Long put the namejames' 
Peak on a conspicuous height in 
modern Colorado after a successful 
climb to the summit by Edwin 
James, the expedition's botanist. 
The peak, however, never shook its 
association with Lieutenant 
Zebulon Pike, who had seen it on a 
previous trip in 1806. 

A commander who names a 
new-found landmark for a subordi
nate can intend it simply as a mo
rale-building reward. That seemed 
a reasonable surm ise to George 
Stewart, describing in Names on the 
Land how Captain john Smith 
came to name Keale's Hill for his 
ship's lookout wh ile exploring 
Chesapeake Bay in 1608: "And 
though that hil 'was but low,' yet 
Richard Keale must have felt warm 
toward his Captain for that cour
tesy, and was perhaps the better 
soldier in the days that came" (32) . 

Early in the trip Lewis and Clark 
explicitly named Missouri River 
landmarks for party members 
linked with some particular event. 
The first such instance occurred on 
July 4, 1804, not far from modern 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and involved 
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Private Joseph Field, one of two 
brothers in the unit. Clark reported 
"a Snake bit Jo: Fields on the Side 
of his foot" (Moulton, j ournals 
2:345-6). That prompted the un
practiced captain to put the awk
ward label Jo Fields Snake Prarie 
[sic] on a swath of nearby grass
land. 

Floyds River, which enters the 
Missouri near Sioux City, Iowa, still 
commemorates the death on Au
gust 2"0, 1804, of Sergeant Charles 
Floyd, the party's only fatality of 
the entire trip. A month later, in 
modern South Dakota, the other 
Field brother, Reubin, was memori
alized for a specific deed. The 
party's keelboat passed the mouth 
of a modest stream which, said 
Clark, "we Call Reubens Creek, as R 
Fields [sic] found it" (Moulton, 
journals 3: 106). 

The event-specific naming pat
tern for expedition members 
stopped in the spring of 1805. 
Clark's map for the Missouri River 
route which the expedition fol
lowed on April 14 of that year 
shows a small stream labeled 
Frasures Run-an Eastern generic 
that seems out of place on the 
North Dakota plains. but one that 
came naturally to the Virginia-born 
officers. Neither captain 's journal 
bothered to give a reason for sin
gling out Private Robert Frazer, but 
he was indeed involved in a spe
ci fic event, which can be identified 
only in the separate journal of Ser
geant john Ordway. He said Frazer, 
a novice hunter, had to shoot a 
buffalo "several times" with his 
musket before killing it (Quaife, 
167). Clark's unexplained map 
name very likely reflected some 
teasing by his chortling comrades. 
At any rate, the captains were no 
longer consistently spelling out 
such name-event linkages for pos
terity. 

Now began the gratuitous nam
ing of a series of landmarks for 
various expedition pr ivates, appar-
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ently just for the feat of showing 
up that day: Werner's Creek, for 
Wil liam Werner; Brattens Creek, for 
William Bratton; Wisers Creek, for 
Peter Weiser; Goodrich's Island, for 
Silas Goodrich; Windsors Creek, for 
Richard Windsor. On May 28 Clark 
tied the memorialization of Private 
John Thompson to general merit, 
describing a stream which " I call 
Thompsons Creek after a valuable 
member of our party" (Moulton, 
journals 4:213). 

At this point, anyone seeking 
patterns to this naming m ight ask 
whether Lewis and Clark tried to 
rank their esteem for various sub
ordinates according to the size or 
importance of the feature(s) 
named for them. Were, for in
stance, the bigger streams named 
for the more able members of the 
party? 

The answer is clearly no. Apart 
from the officers the party 's bright
est star was unquestionably George 
Drouillard, a half Shawnee civilian 
interpreter. "Drewyer," as the cap
tains usually spelled his name, was 
the group's top hunter and woods
man. Lewis warmly recommended 
him for a big m ission-end bonus. 
His sole reward in the coin of a 
named landmark, however, was 
Drewyers R, described by Clark as 
"a large Creek" (Moulton . journals 
5:281), passed by the explorers on 
October 13, 1805, as they rode the 
Snake River through the dry plains 
of eastern Washington state. It's 
now called Palouse River, just a 
skinny blue thread on the highway 
maps. 

Private j ohn Colter was another 
of the party's m ost valued m em
bers, but the naming of Cotters 
Creek (an unremarkable branch of 
the Clearwater River in Idaho) 
rated only a passing mention in 
Clark's summary of daily compass 
courses. Conversely, Clark in
scribed one of the Columbia 
River's bigger tributaries in Oregon 
(now the John Day River) as the 

namesake of one of his least enter
prising soldiers, Baptiste Lepage. 

In assign ing these in-house hon
orifics the captains seemed to 
work randomly through the per
sonnel roster, honoring stars and 
ciphers alike as the need arose. Af
ter the expedition's arrival at the 
Pacific Ocean in November, 1805, 
the name of every adult in the 
party had been given to at least 
one feature along the way. 

The honorees included 
Sacagawea, the Shoshoni wife of 
Toussaint Charbonneau, the other 
civilian interpreter. When in May, 
1 805, the explorers came to the 
j unction of the Missouri and 
Musselshell rivers in eastern Mon
tana, scouts reported seeing "a 
handsome r iver" branching off the 
Musselshell. It went on the route 
map as Sar kar-gah wea Fork 
(Moulton, Atlas, Map 51 ). Clark's 
slave, York, was commemorated at 
a multi-channeled division of the 
Missouri w ithin the Rockies; the 
route map for July 23, 1805, shows 
a marking for York's 8 Islands. 

The leaders' conscious decision 
to use everyone's name on the 
westward journey required a be
lated catch-up entry for one mem
ber who had been overlooked 
earlier. On the Pacific Coast Clark 
checked over his outbound route 
maps and discovered that nothing 
had been named for Pierre 
Cruzatte, the party's popular fiddle 
player. The captain earlier had put 
the name New Timbered river on a 
modest stream entering the lower 
Columbia. He scratched that out 
and wrote Crusats River instead 
(Moulton.journals 5:356-7) . 

The explorers had fun with a 
name bestowed during the 
expedition's w inter encampment 
at the Columbia estuary. In Janu
ary, 1806, Clark led a detachment 
to an Indian vi llage to see the car
cass of a beached whale. He 
camped on one side of a small 
creek and, "while Smokeing w ith 
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the nativ's," heard a scream from 
the other side. An Indian had lured 
Private Hugh McNeal across the 
creek in hopes of robbing him. 
McNeal was rescued with the help 
of a native girl ("an old friend"), 
and everybody went back to the 
expedition's fort (Moulton,journals 
6: 189). McNeal's creekside adven
ture was related, doubtless with 
much joshing, to Sergeant Ordway 
and others who had stayed behind. 
Ordway wrote "th is Creek was 
named by Capt Clark Mcneals 
fo lley" (293). However, Clark later 
decided to be less whimsical with 
map names. On his sketch of that 
neighborhood he called the creek 
Eculah, a Chinookan term meaning 
'whale.' 

The expedition began the return 
journey in the spring of 1806. By 
July the party was back in the 
Montana Rockies, w here it split to 
investigate two routes not covered 
on the outbound trip. As a horse
back group led by Lewis rode to
ward a pass on the Continental 
Divide, the captain saw a chance to 
correct an injusti ce done to h is 
dog, Seaman, a fl oppy Newfound
land who had made the entire trip 
thus far. A remote mountain 
stream thus became Seamans 
Creek. Lewis decided to name a 
b igger nearby creek for William 
Werner, a member of h is detach
ment, though Werner already had 
been memorialized by a creek in 
eastern Montana the year before. 

With Clark's eastbound detach
ment, double naming was the rule 
for nearly the en tire party. The 
captain led 1 2 people over 
Bozeman Pass to the upper 
Yellowstone River where he en
countered numerous features 
needing map names. The first was 
a northern feeder stream of the 
Yellowstone w hich Clark named 
Shield River, for Private j ohn 
Shields, the party's blacksmith. 
Shields' name previously had been 
given to a creek near the Great 
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Falls o f the Missouri on the out
bound trip. Now, on the 
Yellowstone, the captain saw no 
difficulty in recycling it. 

As the party moved down the 
Yellowstone, Clark continued to re
use the name of each soldier. Will
iam Bratton got his second creek 
of the tr ip . Sergeant Nathaniel 
Pryor's name went on an impor
tant-looking tributary running from 
some squat mountains in the 
south. Privates George Shannon, 
Hugh HaU, Richard Windsor, 
Francois Labiche and George 
Gibson all had their names placed 
on Yellowstone feeder streams. 
York got a "river," though it was 
only a dry bed, and so did the in
terpreter, Charbonneau. 

The captain didn't forget him
self, either, marking a Clark Fork of 
the Yellowstone on his map. And, 
at last, he was able to honor a lik
able expedition member whose 
name previously hadn't been used 
at all. By now jean Baptiste 
Charbonneau, the interpreter's 
son, was a year and a hal f old . The 
boy had utterly captivated Clark, 
who called him Pomp. When the 
party came to an isolated sand
stone bluff on the Yel lowstone's 
south bank, Clark called it Pompys 
Tower. 2 And for good measure a 
nearby stream became Baptiests 
Creek [sic]. 

On August 3 , 1806, Clark 
reached the junction of the 
Yellowstone and Missouri rivers for 
his planned reunion w ith Lewis. 
The name of every member of 
Clark 's party had been used on the 
Yellowstone except one: 
Sacagawea, Charbonneau's wife 
and Pomp's mother. 

A number of novels and films 
purportedly "based upon" the ex
pedition have spiced the story with 
a love affair between Clark and 
Sacagawea. A 1955 movie, The Far 
Horizons, depicted Charl ton Heston 
grappling w ith an unlikely Donna 
Reed in swarthy makeup. There is 

nothing, however, in any of the 
journals to support this romance
or to disprove it, either. It's one of 
those open-ended historical mys
teries that can only be weighed 
w ith indirect evidence. However, 
Clark's failure to honor h is sup
posed sweetheart w ith a 
Yel lowstone creek-even a dry 
one-while so memorializing her 
husband weighs against the novel
ists' claim. 

The onomastics of the expedi
tion say something about the sur
vivabili ty of landscape names 
bestowed by transient explorers. 
Only a few of the names bestowed 
by Lewis and Clark appear on 
today's maps, and these tend to be 
concentrated on the upper reaches 
of the Missouri and Yellowstone 
rivers in Montana. We might well 
ask why these and not others? 

When Lew is and Clark returned 
to St. Louis on September 23, 
1806, they dazzled the towns
people with tales of western 
streams alive with beaver. Their 
word-of-mouth accounts, plus 
probable Clark sketchmaps of the 
best beaver country, energized fur 
trade entrepreneurs such as 
Manuel Lisa and Auguste and 
Pierre Chouteau. The very next 
spring Lisa headed toward the 
Yellowstone in the company of two 
expedition veterans, George 
Drouillard and john Colter. 

Thus, by 1 807. men already fa
miliar wi th Clark's map names 
were on the Yellowstone, making 
Shield River, Clark Fork3 and Pryors 
River (and ultimately the Pryor 
Mountains) part of their regular vo
cabulary. 

These same men were also early 
defenders of the expedition's 
greatest naming triumph. In south
western Montana three streams 
join to form the Missouri River. The 
explorers in 1805 gave these three 
tributaries the names of three po
litical celebrities back home: the 
jefjerson, the Madison and the 
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Gallatin, for the President and the 
Secretari es of State and Treasury. 
These were important people, and 
that fact alone explains in large 
part why today's maps still show 
the Jefferson, Madison and Gallatin 
Rivers converging at the town of 
Three Forks, Montana. 

Perhaps equally important fo r 
their survival , these names were 
used early on. Sergeant Patrick 
Gass in 1807 scooped his sluggish 
captains by publishing a narrative 
account of the Pacific expedition. 
Gass's widely-circulated book 
made the first published references 
to the celebrity names given by 
Lewis and Clark to the three forks 
of the Missouri . Also. in 181 0 a 
Lisa-financed trapping team
again including Drouillard and Col
ter- returned to the area, further 
ensuring that the names of those 
rivers would remain in general use. 

Thus, by 1814, when an autho
rized account of the expedition 
was finally published by Philadel
phia lawyer Nicholas Biddle (ghost
writing for Clark; Lewis was dead), 
a few of the original names on the 
upper Yellowstone and Missouri 
were already locally current. 
Biddle's narrat ive was accompa
nied by a continental-scale map 
which Clark had compiled from his 
smaller expedition route maps. 
The engraver had to squeeze out 
the nam es of party members origi
nally applied to some of the 
smaller features, but Clark's pub
lished map still showed landmarks 
named for himself and 29 of his 
companions. Of these, only the 
names of seven featu res given by 
the explorers survive. Perhaps we 
may learn from this the lesson that 
"the naming of places is not an act 
of permanence" uackson, 89), and 
names parceled out by people "j ust 
passing through" tend to vanish 
unless they are nourished soon 
and often by local usage. 

I t may also take government in
tervention to save a name from lo-
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cal natural extinction. No old Lewis 
and Clark soldiers returned to that 
neighborhood on Montana's 
Musselshell River where the cap
tains had named a fork for the 
then-obscure Sacagawea in I 805. 
With no defenders the explorers' 
name gave way to Crooked Creek 
when settlers arrived. By the twenti
eth century, however, Sacagawea 
had become a celebrated feminist 
heroine, and many wanted the ex
plorers' old honorific restored on 
government maps. In 1979 the U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names de
cided that Crooked Creek would offi
cially be known as Sacagawea River. 

About the Author ... 
A former president of the founda
tion, the late Arlen J. "Jim " Large 
was one of the most prolific and 
best writers to appear on the pages 
of WPO. This is the last arti cle he 
sent to WPO. 

END NOTES 
1 Lewis and Clark went 80 percent of the 
way on rivers, so they mostly named tribu
tary stream s, islands and other river ine 
features. Mountains generally went un
named unless they were conspicuous 
stand-alone features, such as Mt. Jefferson, 
a volcanic cone in the Oregon Cascades 
missed by the I 792 British naval survey. 
Several mountains in the Rockies today 
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by Jo Ann Brown 

S 
ix years before signing 
on with the Lewis and 

Clark Expedition, George 
Drouillard took part in a 

sensitive international mission for 
the United States Army. What's 
more, this mission was probably 
just one of Drouillard's many ser
vices to the Uni ted States in the 
last decade of the eighteenth cen
tury. 

The setting was Fort Massac, an 
army stronghold on the lower Ohio 
River in what is now southern Illi
nois, less than 40 mi les above the 
Mississippi River. The time was 
July 1 797. The backdrop was the 
long delayed evacuation of Spain's 
Mississippi River posts in accor
dance w ith the Treaty of San 
Lorenzo, commonly called 
Pinckney's Treat, of 1 795. How 
Drouillard got involved as an army 
auxiliary requires a li ttle back
ground in formation. 

Spain made four maj or conces
sions to the United States when its 
m inister, Manuel de Godoy, signed 
Pinckney's Treaty. First, it agreed 
to abandon its fortifications east of 
the Mississipp i River and north of 
Spanish Florida. Second, it granted 
Americans the right to freely navi
gate the Mississippi. Third , it guar
anteed Americans the right to store 
their commercial wares in New Or
leans for ocean transsh ipment. 
And last of all , it promised to stop 
stirring up the tribes east of the 
Mississippi. 1 

The first and last points were 
mutually contradictory: by aban
doning its eastern posts, Spain 
would surely aggravate the Native 
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Americans who looked to these 
strongholds for protection and sup
port (the Chickasaws, Choctaws, 
Cherokees, and Creeks). Many ex
pected these tribes to avenge 
themselves on the incoming 
American forces. 

George Drouillard and his mater
nal relatives (who were Shawnee) 
apparently had settled in the Mis
sissippi Valley by th is time. They 
must have felt the tension created 
by these changes, whether through 
dealings with the above tribes or 
through their kinship with Louis 
Lorimier, commandant of Capt 
Girardeau, a Spanish post on the 
west side of the Mississippi River. 2 

Like other post commanders, 
Lorimier had the difficult task of 
keeping the peace throughout the 
political transition. 

Madrid fi rst ordered Governor 
Hector Baron de Carondelet in 
New Orleans to abandon the east
ern posts in compliance with the 
treaty. No sooner had the baron 
d ispatched express riders to the 
faraway posts with orders to this 
effect than new orders to the oppo
site effect arrived from Spain. Due 
to fr iction among the European su
perpowers of that day (France, 
Spain and England), the baron was 
now instructed to hold on to the 
posts as bargaining chips for as 
long as possible. 

Again, he sent express riders 
galloping north and east from New 
Orleans in an effort to beat the 
first group. Carondelet was par
tially successful. The new orders 
reached the forts at Natchez, Wal
nut Hills (now Vicksburg, Missis
sippi) and St. Stephen (in southern 

Alabama) in time. But the Spanish 
commander at the far-flung post 
named San Fernando de las Bar
rancas, at what Americans of that 
era called the Chickasaw Bluffs 
(later the site of Memphis, Tennes
see) had carried out the first set of 
instructions immediately. By the 
time Carondelet's revised mandate 
arrived in the spring of 1797, Fort 
San Fernando's contingent had al
ready dismantled and abandoned 
their fort. This left the bluffs 
open-an inviting toehold for 
American forces.3 

News of the evacuation reached 
Fort Massac, where Captain Isaac 
Guion of the Third U.S. Infantry 
and two compan ies of his regi
ment, along with a handful of 
artillerymen, waited impatiently to 
proceed downriver and take com
mand. Guion, a "singularly hand
some man, with a military port 
and manner," was a native New 
Yorker and a Revolutionary War 
veteran, and had served once be
fore at Fort Massac.4 Ordered by 
General James Wilkinson to take 
possession of the Mississippi River 
posts and to establish American 
jurisdiction in the ceded area, 
Guion and his command had left 
Fort Wash ington at Cincinnati on 
May 26, I 797 and stopped briefly 
in Louisville on their way down the 
Ohio River. 

William Clark, recently retired 
from the army, had been noting 
American troop movements from 
his home near Louisville since Feb
ruary of that year when he wrote 
his brother Edmund, "a Detach
ment of about I 00 men is hear on 
the way to take possession of 
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Nautchez."5 It was fitting for a 
Clark to notice a m ili tary party 
headed toward Massac. Clark's fa
mous brother, George Rogers, had 
made brilliant use of this site in 
1 778 when he and his ragtag band 
of Virginians conquered the lllinois 
country fo r the American cause. 

Back then, Fort Massac (com
monly called Fort Massacre) was 
an abandoned French outpost 
separated by miles of rough coun
try from settlements at Vincennes 
and Kaskaskia. American forces 
continued to use th is site long after 
the revolution ended British con
trol of the Ohio Valley. They found 
the remaining defenses helpful in 
keeping the native peoples in 
check and in monitor ing conspira-

cies among those who were plot
ting to separate Kentucky and Ten
nessee from the United States. 
George Rogers Clark, hounded by 
creditors and disillusioned by the 
United States' refusal to pay the 
debts he incurred in his country's 
service during the revolution, was 
involved in one such intrigue in 
1793. 

So worr isome were these ru
mors of conspiracy and Indian 
troubles that the following year 
Gen. Anthony Wayne put together 
an expedition to rebuild the fortifi
cations at Massac. This led to 
Wayne's meeting a remarkable 
young Shawnee hunter named 
George in l 795, after he received a 
glowing letter praising George's lin-

The replica of Fort Massac in southern Illinois. 

guistic and hunting ab ili ties. Two 
years later, Isaac Guion sent a let
ter to Wayne's successor, General 
James Wilkinson, in which he 
mentioned sending George 
Drouillard on a diplomatic mission. 

Because the fi rst letter does not 
give George a surname, it cannot 
be proven beyond a doubt that it 
refers to Drouillard. Still , both mes
sages stand as testimonials to the 
same talents and attributes that 
Lewis and Clark noted a decade 
later in their "Drewyer." 

Wayne met "George" through 
Maj. Thomas Doyle, whom he put 
in charge of rebuilding Massac. 
Doyle directed Capt. Isaac Guion 's 
company and a group of 
artillerymen to erect a blockhouse 

Photo courtesy of Clyde Wills, The Metmpolis Planet. Metropolis. lllinois 

NOVEMBER I 999 WE PROCEEDED ON I 7 



and a redoubt on a bluff overlook
ing the river. Although these and 
the other buildings of that era have 
not survived, enough of their con
tours remained in the soil to make 
possible a twentieth-century recon
struction of the fort now open to 
the public at Fort Massac State 
Park, near Metropolis, Ill inois. This 
reconstruction includes a palisade 
of upright logs, a surrounding 
ditch, and several two-story bas
tions. About 60 surrounding acres 
were originally cleared to make a 
parade ground and to afford an un
obstructed view. 6 

Major Doyle and his men had 
good reason to take such precau
tions. Although rumors of conspira
cies continued to bubble, the 
neighboring Indians presented an 
immediate threat. Bands of 
Shawnees and Delawares found 
the activities at Fort Massac so 
alarming that they called a council 
of war across the Mississippi at 
New Madrid, where they tried to 
arouse Spanish authorities against 
the Americans. But the Spanish 
threw their support to Doyle and 
his forces, and negotiations began 
with the disgruntled Indians. 

Doyle praised "George" in a let
ter to General Wayne dated August 
23 , 1795:7 

I had the honor to mention to 
Your Excellency. the Services 
the Garrison of Fort Massac 
had received from George a 
young Shawanee lad. This 
young man has just come up, 
led altogether by a desire of 
seeing the Army & some rela
tions among his tribe. I take the 
liberty to present him to your 
Excellency as a young man 
deserving your Notice & En
couragement. When he came to 
me last October he could not 
speak a word of English but 
now can understand Whatever 
is said to him. he is remarkably 
Sober and has a strong desire 
to live among the White people, 
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he understand[s] seven Indian 
Languages in a short time 
would make an excelant inter
preter. No allowance or present 
of any kind has ever been made 
to him from the public altho he 
served me as an Interpreter & 
a Messenger, at several times, 
& has for some time Suported 
the Garrison by his hunting. 
Fast forward to 1 797. when the 

handsome Isaac Guion was mov
ing against the old Mississippi 
Forts of Spain. On June 9 of that 
year, Guion and the vanguard of 
the army's occupational force tied 
up their flatboat, the Experiment, 
at the foot of Fort Massac. There to 
greet them was the post's com
mander, Capt. Zebulon Pike (father 
of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, who 
later explored the southern Rocky 
Mountains). 

Guion expected resistance from 
the Spanish before he even 
reached the Mississippi. Instructed 
by General Wilkinson to "sail un
der the flag of the United States, 
displayed conspicuously" and to 

notify Spanish authoriti es of his 
contingent's approach but not to 
stop for anything short of an offi
cial order or menace,8 Guion 
promptly sent a messenger from 
Massac to the Spanish commander 
across the Mississippi at New 
Madrid. Col. Charles Dehault 
Delassus replied by inviting the 
captain and his men to linger at 
New Madrid. Guion refused.9 

Alarming news about the south
ern tribes reached Massac at 
around the same time. A Kentucky 
trader who had recently left New 
Orleans told Guion that although 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw na
tions appeared friendly, the Span
ish had been incit ing the Creeks to 
strike against the United States-a 
violation of the new treaty, if true. 
With Guion 's assent, Massac com
mander Pike sent a small contin
gent downstream to notify the 
Chickasaws of Guion's coming. 10 

On July 8, five Chickasaw hunt
ers showed up at Fort Massac, 
claiming to have no knowledge of 
Pike's messengers. Guion gave 
them presents, noting that they 
were "apparently highly satisfied," 
and persuaded one of them to de
scend the Mississippi wi th him as 
far as the Chickasaw Bluffs. He also 
plied a peaceful band of neighbor
ing Cherokees with flour and salt, 
but was unable to meet their needs 
for tobacco. 11 

ln a letter dated July 9. 1 797 
Guion reported to General 
Wilkinson that two of these Chero
kees, an influential man named 
Longhair and his English-speaking 
wife, had agreed to join the party 
to the bluffs. Then, almost as an 
afterthought, he added, "George 
Drouillard the young half-breed 
also goes." Before closing the let
ter. Guion wrote, "As soon as I have 
passed New Madrid I shall send 
George Drouillard back to Massac 
with the report of the event." 12 

Why George Drouillard? Years 
later, Lewis and Clark praised his 
ab ilities as a hunter and a master 
of Indian languages, but Guion's 
offhand mention of Drouillard sug
gests that by 1 797, this son of a 
French Canadian father and a 
Shawnee mother had already 
earned a reputation as a go-be
tween in the Illinois country. It 
seems likely that Captain Guion 
had become acquainted with 
young Drouillard and his valuable 
skil ls during Guion's rebuilding of 
Fort Massac in 1794. 

George Drouillard went on to 
carry important messages for the 
Corps of Discovery. Even before 
the expedition got underway, he 
delivered letters and necessary 
items between Lewis in St. Louis 
and Clark at the Wood River camp
site. After the death of Sgt. Charles 
Floyd, both the commanders relied 
on "Drewyer" to carry messages, 
as well as to hunt and interpret for 
the party. 13 
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Captain Guion found conditions 
around the Chickasaw Bluffs 
peaceful enough to establish a gar
rison . Although this post was chris
tened Fort Adams, it soon became 
known as Fort Pickering, the name 
by which it was known when 
Meriwether Lewis arrived on his 
fatal post-expedi tion trip to Wash
ington in l 809. 

Guion turned over command of 
the Chickasaw Bluffs fort in No
vember of 1 797 and continued 
downriver to complete his m ission. 
The Spanish soon withdrew from 
the last of their posts. When Cap
tain Guion reached Natchez. he 
prepared the vast area known as 
the Mississippi Territory for civil 
government. Considering the ob
stacles facing him at the beginning 
of his m ission-the lack of coop
eration from the Spanish and the 
understandable fears of the area 's 
tribes-Guion presided over a re
markably smooth transfer of inter
national power. His journal makes 
no further mention of Drouillard. 

There are no other details 
known about the young man's 
m ission between Fort Massac and 

Addictions are not always a bad 
thing. Roger Wendlick knows. 

For 18 years he worked six days 
a week to underwrite his addiction. 
A middle-aged construction fore
man, he refinanced his home three 
times and skirted personal bank
ruptcy. 

He got hooked in 1984 when he 
spent $695 on a 1 904 edition of 
the Lewis and Clark journals. His 
obsession began with a souvenir 
plate from the I 905 Lewis and 
Clark Exposit ion that he inherited 
from his grandm other. Within four 
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New Madrid. Aside from Lewis and 
Clark 's enlistment of Drouillard in 
November of 1803, the sketchy 
records of this era have little else 
to add until February of the follow
ing year, when Drouillard returned 
to Fort Massac from St. Louis and 
executed a promissory note for just 
over $300 to a creditor named 
Frederick Graeter.14 

That Lewis and Clark let 
Drouillard travel so far away from 
their base on personal business 
testifies to the respect he must 
have earned in their eyes-before 
the expedition even began. Or pos
sibly the commanders were re
sponding to the high praise of 
authorities such as Capt. Isaac 
Guion and Maj . Thomas Doyle. For 
whatever reason, Lewis and Clark 
never regretted enl isting "George 
Drouillard the young half-breed" 
and thereafter relied upon him per
haps more than they relied on any 
other member of the expedition. 

About the author ... 
Jo Ann Brown is an artorney in 
Florissant, Missouri. 

years he'd gathered 1,200 items 
from the exposition. When he 
grew bored, he sold all but a place 
setting and turned his attention to 
books. 

The end result? 
He built the world's fi nest pri

vate collection of rare books about 
the 1 804-06 Lewis and Clark Expe
dition. 

It would be hard to put a price 
tag on the more than 1 ,000 books, 
maps, newspapers and other docu
ments he collected, but just one of 
his prized books. an 1814 Nicholas 
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History of the State of Mississippi (Nash
ville, Tennessee. 1909) p. 26. 
5William Clark to Edmund Clark. Feb. 22. 
I 797, Draper Manuscripts 2L44, State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
6 For details on the reconstruction of Fort 
Massac, see Norman W. Caldwell's "For t 
Massac: the American Frontier Post, 1 778-
1805," journal of the lllinois State Historical 
Society, XLl ll (Winter. 1950), pp. 266-270. 
7Wayne Manuscripts, Ohio Forts Subject 
Collection (MMC) Library of Congress. 
8j .F.H . Claiborne, Mississippi as a Province. 
Territory and State with Biographical Notices 
of Eminent Citizens, Vol. I (Power & 
Barksdale, Jacl~son, Mississippi 1880, 
reprinted by Louisiana State University 
Press. 1964) pp. I 78- 180. 
9Guion, Military journal, pp. 34-35 . 
10/bid., pp. 29, 32. 
"Ibid., pp. 31-34. 
12/bid., p. 33 . 
13Skarsten , p. 29. 
'4/bid., pp. 23-24. 

Biddle edition of the journals in 
prime shape, may be worth as 
much as $200,000. 

Wendlick sold his collection to 
Lewis & Clark College in Portland, 
Oregon last fall for an undisclosed 
amount. " It was part gift and part 
purchase, " said Michael Mooney, 
college president. 

Wendlick's collection, teamed 
with another given to the college 
by the late E.G. "Frenchy" 
Chuinard, pushes the college into 
the top ranks for Lewis and Clark 
research. 
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31st Annual Meeting 
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 

P~otos by Steve lee and Beverly ~inds 

Top left: Sakakawea statue by Crunelle on the North 
Dakota capitol grounds near the North Dakota Heritage 
Center. Middle left: Inside Fort Manqan. Bottom left: An 
easy way to travel the Missouri River. Top above: A 
powerful image-the entry to a Knife River earth lodge 
and (above) Fort Abraham Lincoln near Bismarck. 
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Top left: Mary Ellen Withrow, treasurer of the United States, signs a dollar bill for 
Tyler Coons. Middle left: Foundation officers and staff (l to r) Ludd Trozpek, 
secretary; Megan Smith, membership coordinator; Barbara Kubik, president-elect; 
Cynthia "Cindy" Orlando, president,']erry Garrett, treasurer; Jane Henley, vice 
president; Sammye Meadows, executive director. Bottom left: Past presidents at the 
meeting (l tor) Dave Borlaug, jim Peterson, Wilbur Werner, john Montague and Sid 
Huggins. Top right: Clay Jenkinson as Thomas Jefferson. Middle right: Youth 
achievement award winner Jessica Wallace, Florence, Montana. Bottom right: Prince 
Hans Von Sachsen-Altenburg spoke on Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau. 
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32nd Annual Meeting-

S ee the "Cradle of Montana History" 
Aa An Optional Trip 

A 
group of Colorado min

ers. called Pikes 
Peakers, who were mak
ing their way through 

the mountains on the 
way to Idaho gold fields, camped 
along a small tributary of the 
Beaverhead River on July 28, 1862. 
Lewis and Clark had called the 
river Jefferson's River and the 
tributary was named Willard's 
Creek. The m iners called the tribu
tary Grasshopper Creek and when 
they panned sand from it, they 
started the first major gold rush in 
what is now Montana. 

Mining produced considerable 
gold and the town called Bannack 
(named for an Indian tribe, but 
spelled wrong by the post office 
department) grew rapidly. Bannack 
and the surrounding area may 
have reached a population of 5000 
by the summer of 1863. When 
gold was discovered in Alder Gulch 
in the summer of 1863, the popu
lation of Bannack was depleted. 

The Territory of Montana was 
created on May 20, 1864 and 
Bannack was designated as the 
capital because that was where the 
man who was appointed governor 
lived. 

There was an understanding 
that the capital would be moved to 
Virginia City after the legislature 
met for one session in Bannack. 

Bannack has been called the 
"cradle of Montana history". The 
town was the site of many " firsts". 
The first major gold discovery. the 
first territorial capi tal, the first jail , 
the first Masonic temple, the first 
organized mining district (called 
Gulch Government), and eventu
ally, the fi rst electric gold dredge in 
the world. 
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The Grasshopper area produced 
between $5 and $10 million worth 
of gold. Most of the production 
sold for $1 6-$18 an ounce. There 
were a total of five gold dredges 
operated in the area in the late 
1800s. 

Bannack is now a state park 
where the emphasis is on preser
vation rather than restoration. An 

Bannack, Montana 

Meade Hotel, Bannack, Montana 

annual Bannack Days is held each 
July and attracts many people. 

There are re-enactments by 
mountain men, road agents and 
vigilantes. horse-sheers. candle 
makers and quilters to name a few. 
There are a wide variety of 1860s 
costumes. 

Bannack attracts about 40,000 
visitors a year. 
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Paddle a 34' Voya eur Canoe Along The Trail of Lewis & Clark! 

Missouri River Expeditions™ 

~ < J iver Odysseys West (ROW) is proud to offer fully outfitted trips on the Upper Missouri River traveling in stable 
.;;-,µ 34' canoes that replicate those of the early fur-traders. Similar in size to the dugouts used by the Corps of Discovery, each canoe 
carries up to 14 paddlers and two talented ROW guides. They provide the perfect platform for spinning yarns and gazing upon the many 
points of interest along the way while you paddle from a comfortable sitting position. These adventures are designed for people age five 
and up with an interest in exploring and learning about the rich history of the Upper Missouri. No previous camping or canoeing 
experience is required. 

Several departures are designated as]our1Jeys of DiscoveryTM and will feature talented authors, historians and interpreters with 
specialized knowledge of this area. For the year 2000, look for Jack Nisbet, author of Sources of the River, a book about the famous 
fur-trader David Thompson; Otis Halfmoon, chief interpreter for the Nez Perce National Historic Park, who will bring his story telling and 
knowledge of the Indian history of the area; and several others. 

ROW provides all the equipment you need along with our legendary "safari-style" luxury camping. A camp boat sets up camp 
prior to your arrival, including roomy tents, dining tables, chairs, and sun-showers. Six-course meals begin with tasty hors d'oeuvres and 
end with a Dutch oven dessert. Stargazing and tales around the evening campfire complete the day. 

Three and five-day trips are offered, each allowing plenty of time for hiking and enjoying camp. We'll visit some of the camps where 
Lewis and Clark stayed. We'll hike to some of the scenes of Karl Bodmer's illustrations. We'll see ancient ti pi rings. Three-day trips travel some 
48 miles through the White Cliffs area and end at Judith Landing. Five-day trips cover a total of 60 miles, entering into the Missouri River 
breaks, and taking out at the Stafford Ferry crossing. For experienced paddlers we also offer the option of paddling a smaller 17' canoe. 

The adventure begins in Great Falls, Montana. Five-Day trips include a visit to the fabulous Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center. 
We also stop in Fort Benton for lunch and then we proceed on to the put-in point at Coal Banks Landing. 

Trips depart weekly from June through September 
For a fi·ee brochure describing these trips, as well as 

our whitewater rafting trips on Idaho 's Snake, Salmon, 
Lochsa, Bruneau and Owyhee rivers, please call -

1-800-451-6034 

Please note our special August 10th, 3-day trip designed as 
a pre-convention tour to the Lewis and Clark Heritage Trail 
Foundation annual convention- August 13-16 in Dillon, MT! 

R.0.W. Inc. is an Equal Opportunity recreation service provider under permit from the Bureau ofL1nd Management, Judith Resource Area. 
We practice state·of-the·art minimum impact camping techniques. 

Member of Montana Outfitters & Guides Association, America Outdoors, American Rivers and the Lewis and Clark Heritage Trail Foundation. Licensed and bonded. Established 1979. 
ROW is constantly looking for talented interpreters, authors and historians for our 'Journeys of Discovery". Please contact Peter Grubb at peter@rowinc. com if you are interested. 

PO Box 579-WP, Coeur d'Alene, ID 83816 •E-mail: info@rowinc.com. •Visit our website at www.rowinc.com/wp.htm 
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Herpetology on the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition n01-1suG 

by Keith R. Benson 
Department of Biology 

Whitworth College, Spokane, Washington 

Editor's Note: This article first 
appeared in Herpetological 
Review magazine in September 
1978. It is reprinted with permis
sion of the author. 

0 
ne of the main goals of 
the overland exploration 
to the new Northwest 

Territory, commissioned 
by Thomas Jefferson and led by 
Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark between 1804-1806, was to 
compile a comprehensive list of 
the flora and fauna of the north
west region. As a result. the jour
nals Lewis and Clark kept during 
their journey to the Northwest con
tain a wealth of information con
cerning the natural history of the 
area. Typical of the thrust in natu
ral history during the early part of 
the nineteenth century, their jour
nal accounts reflect an overwhelm
ing preoccupation with orni
thology, botany and mammalogy. 
Mammals received particular at
tention because of their impor
tance both as a food source for the 
naturalists and for the economic 
value of their fur. The herpetologi
cal forms of this area are given 
little treatment in the journals. 
Most references to reptiles and am
phibians are of an incidental na
ture and, therefore, appear to be 
subsidiary information to the main 
body of knowledge compiled by 
the expedition. In spite of the "sec
ond billing" status of herpetology 
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on the overland exploration, much 
in formation can be obtained con
cerning these animals by a careful 
examination of the journal pas
sages in which references are 
made to reptiles and amphibians. 

Unfortunately, there has ~een 
li ttle attention paid to the herpeto
logical observations of Lew.is and 
Clark. In fact, until fairly recently 
there have been few attempts to 
examine any of the natural history 
done on the expedition. Most of 
this neglect can be attributed to 
the tendency of treating Lewis and 
Clark as pioneering explorers, ad
venturous woodsmen and able 
mi litary leaders. The Natural His
tory of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion (Burroughs. 1 961) and Lewis 
and Clark: Pioneering Naturalists 
(Cutright, 1 969) have been two re
cent attempts directed toward pro
viding an additional interpretation 
of the overland explorers. Both au
thors attempt to depict Lewis and 
Clark as able amateur naturalists 
by emphasizing the zoological as
pects of the expedition. In this at
tempt, Burroughs and Cutright 
have set out to characterize the 
animal forms described by the two 
naturalists in their journals. Gener
ally, the classi fications have been 
enormously successful. However, 
complete satisfaction is lacking in 
reference to the classification and 
description of the herpetological 
forms. 

There are several conjectural 
reasons to explain the unsatisfac
tory treatment of the reptiles and 
amphibians. First, many of the ref-

erences Lewis and Clark made to 
these animals are very scanty and 
descriptively superficial. This fact 
alone has made exact identifica
tion of species difficult in many 
cases and almost impossible in a 
few instances. Secondly, neither 
Burroughs nor Cutright appear to 
have placed the necessary empha
sis upon a careful scrutiny of the 
herpetological entries in the j our
nals. It is not apparent that either 
author consulted a herpetologist to 
aid in these descriptions. 
Burroughs did not list any refer
ence to herpetological guides, 
check lists or manuals in his bibli
ography. Cutright utilized only 
three herpetology references 
(Cope, 1 900; Stejneger and 
Barbour, t 939; Schmidt, t 953). 
Two of these are quite old and 
none emphasizes western species. 
Th irdly, neither author appears to 
have an extensive personal ac
quaintance w ith the reptiles and 
amphibians of the Northwest. As a 
result, their identifications of spe
cies described by Lewis and Clark 
often rely upon reference to domi
nant species usually found in a 
given geographical area. In several 
cases, such a technique has re
sulted in erroneous identification. 

The procedure followed in this 
study has been to refer to the jour
nals of the expedition (Thwaites, 
1904-05) to examine the field de
scriptions Lewis and Clark have 
provided concerning the animal 
they examined, and to consult , 
when necessary, herpetological 
field guides and maps to provide 
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an accurate identity to the species 
under consideration (Stebbins, 
1966). In several cases, the result 
of this study has been to correct 
previously erroneous identifica
tions. Additionally, it has allowed 
identification of species not previ
ously identified. However, there are 
a few instances in which several 
possible species are provided in
stead of the one species usually 
described. In these cases, the prob
lem is one of narrowing the pos
sible species down to the most 
likely species; that is, the descrip
tions offered in the journals do not 
allow for a more precise identifica
tion. 

SALAMANDERS 
1 . Taricha granulasa, rough

skinned newt 
William Clark, Fort Clatsop, Or

egon, March 12, 1806. 
"There is a species of water liz

ard of which I only saw one just 
above the grand rapid of the Co
lumbia. it is about 9 inches long 
the body is reacher flat and about 
the size of a mans finger, covered 
with a soft skin of dark brown 
colour with an uneven surface cov
ered with little pimples, the neck 
and head are short, the latter ter
minating in an accute angular 
point and flat, the fore feet each 
have four toes, the hinder ones five 
unconnected with a web and desti
tute of tallons. it's tail was reather 
longer than the body, and in the 
form like that of the Muskrat, first 
riseing in an arch higher than the 
back, and descending lower than 
the body at the extremety, and 
flared perpendicularly. the belley 
and under part of the neck and 
head were of a Brick red e.very 
other part of the colour of the up
per part of the body are dark 
brown the mouth was smooth 
without teeth." (Thwaites, Vol. IV, 
p. 162.) 

The skin texture, coloration and 
general body description along 
with the habitat indicates that 
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Clark was describing Taricha granu
lasa . While the venter is not char
acteristically "Brick red, " 
specimens have been observed 
with a reddish orange color on the 
ventral surface (Stebbins, 1966). 
Clark noted that the "water 
lizzard" did not have teeth, but 
perhaps this incorrect observation 
was the result of a brief visual ex
amination. If he had felt the roof of 
the mouth of Taricha, he would 
have noticed that the newt does 
have teeth, although they are not 
readily visible. The most convinc
ing evidence for this identification, 
however, comes from the distribu
tion of Taricha. It is the only newt 
or salamander found in the Colum
bia River region even closely re
sembling Clark's description. 

Burroughs (1961 , p. 280) errone
ously identifies this newt as 
Diemyctylus tarasus, the California 
newt. D. torasus is indigenous to 
Cali fornia, not Oregon (Stebbins. 
1966). Cutright (1969, p. 429) 
makes the same error as 
Burroughs. He also adds the incor
rect species names of Tritorus 
torosus tarosus and Triton totosus. 

FROGS 
2. Buja bareas, western toad 
Meriwether Lewis, Kamiah, 

Idaho, May 30, 1806. 
"a large species of frog which 

resorts the water considerably 
larger than our bull frog, it's shape 
seems to be a medium between 
the delicate and lengthy form of 
our bull frog and that of our land 
frog or toad as they are sometimes 
called in the U'States. like the latter 
their bodies are covered with little 
pustles or lumps, elivated above 
the ordinary surface of the body; I 
never heard them make any sound 
or noise." (Thwaites, Vol. V, p. 87). 

Lewis's description is probably 
of a Buja, and the only large Buja 
frequenting this part of Idaho is 
Buja boreas. While Lewis claimed 
to have never heard the toad call, 
western Buja boreas does have a 

mellow chirping. However, the 
voice is not remarkable as B. 
boreas does not have a resonating 
vocal pouch (Stebbins, 1 954). In 
addition, Buja bareas is one of the 
anurans losing its species specific 
mating call . The toad is found in 
regions where no other similar 
species occurs and, consequently, 
little or no opportunities for cross
mating exist (Porter, 1972). Habitat 
and range characteristics of the 
frog from the journals are also con
sistent with current descriptions of 
Buja boreas. The toad prefers water 
or moist habitats and is widely dis
tributed throughout the Northwest, 
Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. 

3. Hyla regilla, Pacific tree frog 
4 . Pseudacris triseriata, chorus 

frog 
Meriwether Lewis, Yellowstone 

(Wyoming-Montana region), April 
15, 1805. 

" I heard the frogs crying for the 
first time this season; their note 
was the same with that of the 
small frogs which are common to 
the lagoons and swamps of the U. 
States." (Thwaites, Vol. I, p. 312) 

Meriwether Lewis, Fort Clatsop, 
Oregon, March 29, 1806. 

"The frogs are croaking in the 
swamps and marshes; their notes 
do not differ from those of the At
lantic States." (Thwaites, Vol. IV, p. 
216.) 

Meriwether Lewis, Fort Clatsop, 
Oregon, March 30, 1806. 

"The frogs are now abundant 
and are crying in the swamps and 
marshes." (Thwaites, Vol. VI, p. 
211 .) 

Meriwether Lewis, Kamiah. 
Idaho, May 30, 1806. 

"a smal green tree-frog." 
(Thwaites, Vol. V, p. 87.) 

The description, "a smal green 
tree-frog," definitely refers to Hyla 
regilla. It is a widespread species in 
the Northwest and is the species 
responsible for most of the calls 
and "crying in the swamps and 
marshes." However, the range of 
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Hyla does not extend in to the 
Yellowstone region. While Lewis 
did not mention actually observing 
the frog, he did note its voice simi
larity to the small frogs of the 
United States. My supposition is 
that Lewis may have been referring 
to the boreal chorus frog, 
Pseudacris triseriata, which is dis
persed widely from the Rocky 
Mountains to the Eastern Sea
board. 

Cutright (1969, p. 428) refers to 
the frog in the Lower Columbia re
gion between the Lewis River and 
Fort Clatsop as Rana pretiosa. This 
identi fication is highly un likely. 
While the range of R. pretiosa may 
have been m arkedly reduced in 
the last I 50 years by Rana 
catesbeiana , i t probably had a very 
limited distribution west of the 
Cascades. When found in this area, 
it is usually limited to cold, fast wa
ters. In addition, the voice of R. 
pretiosa is unknown (Stebbins, 
1 966). The journal entries made 
definite reference to the calls of 
the frog. 

TURTLES 
· 5. Trionyx spiniferus hartwegi, 
western spiny softshell turtle. 

Meriwether Lewis, Musselshell 
River on eastern slope of Rocky 
Mountains, May 26, 1805. 

"near i t 's entrance it had a 
handsome li ttle stream of running 
water ; in this creek I saw several 
softshelled Turtles which were the 
first that had been seen this sea
son;" (Thwaites. Vol. II, p. 79). 

William Clark, Musselshell River 
on eastern slope of Rocky Moun
tains, May 26, 1805. 

"we passed 2 creeks on the 
Stard Side both of them had run
ning water in one of those Creek 
Capt Lew is tells m e he saw soft 
shell Turtle. " (Thwaites, Vol. II, p. 
83.) 

William Clark , Tongue River in 
Yellowstone area, July 29, 1806. 

"The river widens l think it may 
be generally Calculated at from 
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500 yards to half a mile in w idth 
m ore Sand and gravelly bars than 
above. cought 3 catfish. They were 
small and fat. also a Soft Shell 
turtle. " (Thwaites, Vol. V, p. 307.) 

There is only one softshell turtle 
which has a range into the 
Yellowstone region, Trionyx 
spiniferus hartwegi. Cutright (1969, 
p. 337) provides an incorrect name 
for this turtle, Amyda spinifera 
spinifera. 

6. Chrysemys picta, painted 
turtle. 

Meriwether Lewis, Great Falls, 
Montana, June 25, 1805. 

"see a number of water terra
pins." (Thwaites, Vol. II , p. 186.) 

From this extrem ely abbreviated 
reference, positive identification of 
the turtle species is impossible. 
However, a conjectural identifica
tion based upon the range of spe
cific turtles can be offered. 
Chrysemys picta is widely distrib
uted in the Rocky Mountain region 
and is quite common in Montana. 

Cutright (1969, p. 428) de
scribes the turtle as Pseudemys 
troosti elegans or Emys elegans. The 
accepted name for this turtle is 
Chrysemys scripta elegans (Conant, 
l 975), but even this name is incor
rect since this species had a more 
southern dispersal . 

LIZARDS 
7.-8. Phrynosoma douglassi, 

pigmy horned lizard (P. d. 
douglassi) and Eastern short
horned lizard (Pd. brevirostre). 

Meriwether Lewis, Upper 
Kooskooske between Walla Walla 
and the Bitter Root Mountains, 
May 29, 1806. 

"a species of lizzard called by 
the French engages prairie buffaloe 
are native of these plains as well as 
those of the Missouri. 1 have called 
them the horned lizzard. They are 
about the size and a good deal of 
the figure of the common black 
lizzard. but their bellies are 
broader, the tail shorter and their 
action much slower; they crawl 

much like the toad. they are of a 
brown colour. arround the edge o f 
the belley is regularly set with little 
homey proj ections which give to 
these edges a serrate figure the eye 
is small and o f a dark colour. above 
ane behind the eyes there are sev
eral projections of the bone w hich 
being armed at their extremities 
with a firm black substance has 
the appearance of horns sprouting 
out from the head. th is part has 
induced me to distinguish it by the 
appellation of the horned Lizzard. l 
cannot conceive how the engages 
ever assimilated this animal with 
the buffaloe for there is not greater 
analogy than between the horse 
and the frog. this an imal is found 
in greatest numbers in the sandy 
open parts of the plains, and ap
pear in great abbundance after a 
shower of rain; they are sometimes 
found basking in the sunshine but 
conceal themselves in little holes 
in the earth much the greater pro
portion of their time. they are nu
merous about the falls of the 
Missouri and in the plains through 
w hich we past lately above the 
Wallahwallahs." (Thwaites, Vol. V, 
pgs. 80-81 .) 

Both Lewis and Clark made sev
eral other entries in the journals to 
the horned toad or "horn ed 
Lizzard." Th is species is so distinct 
that i t is unquestionably 
Phrynosoma douglassi, the only 
species of horned lizard found in 
this area. There are two subspecies 
the naturalists probably encoun
tered. In the Columbia River re
gion. P. d. douglassi is commonly 
found, while the subspecies P. d. 
brevirostre is the horned toad ob
served in Montana, Wyoming and 
the Dakotas. 

Cutright (1969, p. 428) incor
rectly describes the horned lizard 
as Phrynosoma cornutum. The error 
can be attributed to lack of atten
tion to range maps. P. cornutum is 
the species native to Texas, Okla
hom a, New Mexico and northern 
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Mexico. The northern species is P 
douglassi, which ranges from Or
egon to the Dakotas. 

9. Sceloporus occidentalis, West
ern fence lizard. 

Meriwether Lewis, Fort Clatsop, 
Oregon. March t 1, 1806. 

"the black or dark brown Lizzard 
we saw at the rock fort Camp at 
the commencement of the woody 
country below the great narrows 
and falls of the Columbia; they are 
also the same with those of the 
United States." (Thwaites, Vol. IV, 
p. 155.) 

There are numerous references 
of a casual nature referring to the 
"common Lizzard" or the black or 
"dark brown Lizzard." The prob
lem with providing an accurate 
identification of these lizards is 
that there is not a species of lizard 
so ubiquitous in the United States 
to fi t uniform ly the widespread dis
tribution to which Lewis refers. 
However, if we look back to Lewis' 
description of P douglassi, there is 
a relative description of the "com
mon black li zard. " This lizard is 
about the same size and shape of 
the horned toad, but the abdomen 
is narrower, the tail longer and the 
action of the lizard is much more 
rapid. The general body descrip
tion, shape and the habits of the 
lizard correspond to Sceloporus 
occidentalis, a species found 
throughout Oregon and a member 
of a genus which is spread across 
the United States. The only prob
lem with this identification is that 
S. occidentalis has a brill iant blue to 
turquoise coloration on the belly. If 
Lewis had carefully examined this 
lizard, he should have been suffi
ciently impressed by the coloration 
to make note of it in the j ournals. 
Perhaps he did notice the coloring, 
but failed to make permanent 
record of it. Or, perhaps he could 
not capture the elus ive lizard and 
did not notice the ventral coloring, 
or caught only dull-colored females 
or young. As previously men-
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tioned, his lack of careful attention 
to detail in regard to the lizards can 
be explained by the general lack of 
interest in the collection of herpe
tological forms. From the sketchy 
descripti ons of salamanders, 
turtles and frogs, it should be ap
parent that there was not much 
emphasis upon making a careful 
record of repti lian or amphibian 
detail. 

The only other possible lizards 
that Lewis could have observed 
would have been Eumeces 
skiltonianus, Gerrhonotus coeruleus 
and Gerrhonotus multicarinatus. 
Again , E. skiltonianus is a brownish 
lizard with very rapid motion, but 
the body is very slender and in no 
way is similar to the horned toad. 
Additionally, this lizard usually has 
a bright blue tail, a fact sure to at
tract even the most casual ob
server. Both Gerrhonotus species 
could have been sighted, but 
Lewis's reference appears to be 
much more consistent with 
Sceloporus occidentalis. It is also 
quite probable that the naturalists 
could have lumped all sightings of 
lizards under the rubric of "com
mon Lizzard." 

SNAKES 
t 0. Opheodrys vernalis, smooth 

green snake. 
William Clark, Salt River, Mis

souri, September t 9, 1806. 
"saw a green Snake as high up 

as Salt Rivr on the Missouri." 
(Thwaites, Vol. VI , p. 229.) 

From the distribution of green 
snakes, the only species Clark 
could have been describing is the 
smooth green snake, Opheodrys 
vernalis. It is the only snake with 
this coloration that inhabi ts the 
Missouri region. In addition, iso
lated populations are located in the 
mountains in the southern and 
western part of its range, which 
includes the Dakotas, Missouri, 
Wyoming, Montana and Idaho. 

11 .-1 2. Pituophis melanoleucus, 

bullsnake or gopher snake. 
Meriwether Lewis, Blair, Ne

braska, August 5, t 804 
"Killed a serpent on the bank of 

the r iver adjoining a large prair ie 
Length from nose to tai l , SF 2 

Inch 
Circumpherence in largest part , 

4 112 
Number of scutta on belly, 221 
Dd. on Tale, 5.3 
No pison teeth therefore think 

him perfectly inocent, eyes, center 
black with a border of pale brown 
yellow Colour of skin on head yel
lowish green w ith black specks on 
the extremity of the scuta which 
are poin ted or triangular colour of 
back, transverse stripes of black 
and dark brown of an inch in 
width, the end of the tale hard and 
pointed like a cock's spur the sides 
are speckled with yellowish brown 
and black, two roes of black spots 
on lite yellow ground pass through
out his whole length on the upper 
points of the scuta of the belly and 
tale t/2 Inch apart this snake is vul
garly called the cow or bull snake 
from a bellowing nois which it is 
said sometimes to make resem
bling that animal tho' as to this 
fact I am unable to attest it my
self." (Thwaites, Vol. VI, p. 124.) 

Sergeant Charles Floyd, Blair, 
Nebraska, August 5, 1804. 

"a verry large Snake was Killed 
to day Called the Bull Snake his 
Colure Something like a Ratte! 
Snake ... " (Thwaites. Vol. VI, p. 24.) 

Meriwether Lewis, Bonhamme 
County, South Dakota, September 
5, 1804. 

"This day one of our hunters 
brought us a Serpent beautifully 
variegated w ith small black sports 
of a romboydal form on a light yel
low white ground. the black pre
dominate most of the back the 
whiteish yellow on the sides, and it 
is nearly white on the belly with a 
few partly couloured scuta in 
which the black shews but imper
fectly and the colouring matter 
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seems to be underneath the Scuta, 
it is not poisonous it hisses re
markably loud; it has 221 Scuta on 
the belly and 51 on the Tale, the 
eyes are of a dark black colour the 
tale terminates in a sharp point 
like the substance of a cock's spur. 
Length 4F 61. " (Thwaites, Vol. VI, p. 
128.) 

Meriwether Lewis, Upper 
Kooskoose, Idaho, May 16, 1806. 

"I killed a snake near our camp, 
it is 3 feet 11 Inches in Length, is 
much the colour of the rattlesnake 
common to the middle atlantic 
states, it has no poisonous teeth. it 
has 218 scutae on the abdomen 
and fifty nine squmae or half 
formed scutae on the tail. the eye 
is of moderate size, the iris of a 
dark yellowish brown and purple 
black. there is nothing remarkable 
in the form of the head which is 
not so wide across the jaws as 
those of the poisonous clas of 
snakes usually are. I preserved the 
skin of this snake." (Thwaites, Vol. 
V, p. 42.) 

Will iam Clark, Upper 
Kooskooske, Idaho, May 16, 1806. 

"a snake which resembles the 
rattle snake in colour and pots on 
the skin , larger and inosent." 
(Thwaites, Vol. V, p. 43.) 

The descriptions given above are 
undoubtedly of Pituophis 
melanoleucus, the bullsnake or go
pher snake. It is an ubiquitous spe
cies of snake in the West, 
especially appearing in the grass
lands and open brushlands, ex
tending as far east as the 
Mississippi Valley. Because of its 
coloration, it is often mistaken for 
the rattlesnake, a fact Lewis men
tioned in several places. Perhaps 
this accounts for his careful inspec
tion of the snake for poisonous 
teeth. 

There are two subspecies of P 
melanoleucus that Lewis and Clark 
encountered. Those gopher snakes 
described from the Montana, Wyo
ming and Dakota region were P m. 
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sayi (bullsnake); those in Idaho and 
Oregon were P m. deserticola 
(Great Basin gopher snake). While 
there are no direct references to 
the gopher snake in western Or
egon, the subspecies in this area is 
P m. catenifer (Pacific gopher 
snake). 

1 3. Thamnophis e leg ans vagrans, 
wandering garter snake. 

Meriwether Lewis, Three Forks, 
Montana, July 24, 1805. 

"we observed a great number of 
snakes about the water ... speckled 
on the bottom and striped with 
black and brownish yellow on the 
back and sides ... much like the gar
ter snake of our country and about 
its size ... they all appear to be fond 
of the water." (Thwaites, Vol. II, p. 
266.) 

From the description Lewis of
fered concerning the coloration 
and habitat and from the location 
of this snake near Three Forks, 
Montana, this species can most ac
curately be identified as 
Thamnophis elegans vagrans. Dis
tinguishing characteristics include 
the speckling on the venter and 
the prominent mid-dorsal stripe 
extending the length of the body 
accompanied by lateral strip ing. In 
addition, a common trait of the 
wandering garter snake is to enter 
water, i f it is available, when fright
ened. This behavior could account 
for Lewis's observation that the 
snakes "appear to be fond of the 
water." 

Cutright (1969, p. 429) identi fies 
this snake as Thamnophis 
ordinoides. While Lewis and Clark 
probably observed T ordinoides on 
some part of their exploration, 
they were not making reference to 
this snake in the journal entry 
from Montana. T ordinoides is re
stricted to the Northwest coast. 

14. Thamnophis sirtalis, com
mon garter snake. 

Meriwether Lewis, Deer Island in 
Columbia River, Oregon, March 28, 
1806. 

"we saw a great number of 
snakes on this island; they were 
about the size and much the form 
of the common gar ter snake of the 
Atlantic coast and like that snake 
are not poisonous. they have I 60 
scuta on the abdomen and 71 on 
the tail. the abdomen near the 
head, and j aws are h igh as the 
eyes, are of a bluish white, which 
as it recedes from the head be
comes of a dark brown. the field of 
the back and sides is black. a nar
row stripe of a light yellow runs 
along the center of the back, on 
each side of this stripe there is a 
range of small transverse oblong 
spots of a pale brick red which 
gradually diminish as they recede 
from the head and disappear at 
the commencement of the tai l. the 
purple of the eye is black, with a 
narrow ring of white bordering it's 
edge; the ballance of the iris is of a 
dark yellowish brown." (Thwaites, 
Vol. IV, p. 211.) 

Lewis's description of this snake 
is one of the most detailed obser
vations conducted by any member 
of the expedition concerning rep
tiles. Without a doubt, his notes 
identified as Thamnophis sirtalis 
(subspecies concinnus). The distin
guishing characteristic of T sirtalis 
is the "pale brick red" coloring on 
the side of the snake. Due to this 
coloration, the snake is commonly 
referred to as the red-sided garter 
snake. 

15.-16. Thamnophis spp., other 
garter snakes. 

Meriwether Lewis, Sauvies Is
land in Columbia River, Oregon, 
March 29, 1806. 

"the garter snakes are innumer
able and are seen entwined 
arround each other in large 
bundles of forty or fifty lying about 
in different directions through the 
prairies." (Thwaites, Vol. IV, p . 
214.) 

From th is and other passages 
referring to the prevalence of gar
ter snakes, it is highly likely that 
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two other species, Thamnophis 
elegans and Thamnophis ordinoides, 
were also sighted in the Oregon 
territory. Both species are widely 
distributed in western Oregon. 

1 7. Crotalus viridis oreganus, 
Northern Pacific rattlesnake. 

Meriwether Lewis, Arlington, Or
egon, April 25, 1806. 

"several rattlesnakes killed by 
the party, they are the same com
mon to the U. States." (Thwaites, 
Vol. IV, p. 323.) 

Meriwether Lew is, Walla Walla, 
Washington, May 30, 1806. 

"The reptil es which I have ob
served in this quarter are the 
Rattlesnake of the species 
discribed on the Missouri. they are 
abundant in every part of the 
country and are the only poison
ous snake which we have yet met 
with since we left St. Louis." 
(Thwaites. Vol. V, p. 86.) 

Crotalus viridis oreganus is the 
subspecies of rattlesnake found in 
the Columbia River area of Oregon 
w ith the range stretching into the 
region where Oregon, Washington 
and Idaho meet. These two refer
ences represent two of the more 
extended journal entries regarding 
the rattlesnake. The journals con
tain many accounts of rattlesnake 
sightings, captures and ki lles. 

18 . Crotalus viridis viridis, prai
rie rattlesnake. 

Meriwether Lewis, Yellowstone 
region (Montana-Wyoming), May 
17, 1805. 

"Capt. Clark narrowly escaped 
being bitten by a rattlesnake in the 
course of his walk .. . this snake is 
smaller than those common to the 
middle Atlantic States, being about 
2 feet 6 inches long; i t is of a yel
lowish brown colour on the back 
and sides, variegated with one row 
of oval spots of a brown colour ly
ing transversely over the back from 
the neck to the tail, and two other 
rows of small circular spots of the 
same colour which garnish the 
sides along the edge of the scuta. 
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it's bely contains 126 scuta on the 
belly and 1 7 on the tale. " 
(Thwaites, Vol. II, p. 41-42 .) 

Meriwether Lewis, Marias River, 
Montana, June 15, 1805. 

"when I awoke from my sleep 
today l found a large rattlesnake 
coiled on the leaning trunk of a 
tree under the shade of wh ich I 
had been lying at a distance of 
about ten feet from him. I ki lled 
the snake and found that he had 
1 76 scuta on the abdomen and 1 7 
half formed scuta on the tale; it 
was of the same kinde which I had 
frequently seen before; they do not 
differ in their colours from the 
rattle-snake common to the middle 
atlantic states, but considerable in 
the form and figures of those 
colours." 

Meriwether Lewis, Yellowstone 
region (Montana-Wyoming), August 
4, 1806. 

"during our halt we killed a very 
large rattlesnake of the speceis 
common to our country. it had 176 
scutae on the abdomen and 25 on 
the tail, it's length 5 feet. the 
scutae on the tail half formed." 
(Thwaites, Vol. V, p. 234.) 

The rattlesnakes mentioned in 
these selections have been identi
fied from the locations that Lewis 
cited in his journals and from the 
present ranges of the subspecies. 
Crotalus viridis viridis frequents 
most of Montana and Wyoming. 

Admittedly, while som e of the 
species identifications made in this 
study have been conjectural or 
have been based upon fairly 
sketchy evidence from the j our
nals, the intent in this account has 
been to re-rexam ine the details 
provided by Lewis and Clark in an 
effort to give a more accurate de
scription of the reptile and am
phibian forms encountered by the 
two explorers than has heretofore 
been provided. 
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U-P-D-A-T-E by Martin Erickson 

Another Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center may 
become a reality at Clarkston, Washington, if Art 
Seamans and others have their way. They are pro
posing a site at the confluence of the Snake and 
Clearwater Rivers. The center would focus on Lewis 
and Clark and historical aspects of the area including 
the Nez Perce Indian li festyle and regional geological 
sites. The poss ibil ity of a bicycle/pedestrian trai l link
ing the center to Chief Timothy State Park was also 
discussed. It is all in the idea stage at this time. No 
money has been awarded to build it. 

The foundation's trail stewardship initiative is get
ting underway just in time. 

National Geographic has predicted that 10 percent 
of the nation 's population, a staggering 25 million 
people, want to v isit part of the Lewis and Clark Trail 
during the 2003-2006 bicentennial, according to 
Stephen Ambrose. Ambrose and four other expedi
tion scholars recently voiced words of caution and 
concern about the anticipted upcoming traffic jam 
along the Missouri River. 

Author Dayton Duncan said, "We are playing a 
sort of Paul Revere role, sounding the warning." 

Foundation Executive Director Sammye Meadows 
said 14 agencies already are working together on ac
tion plans including recommendations for facili ty 
improvements. 

Author and historical geographer John Logan Allen 
said the fragile riparian environment of the wild and 
scenic portion of the Missouri is probably receiving 
more pressure now from floaters than it can take. 

" I j ust urge the maximum care be taken with the 
m inimum amount of people allowed. I realize that 
isn't popular," Allen said. 

Journal exped ition editor Gary Moulton noted the 
need to protect key Missouri sites from visitors "lov
ing the land to death," and archaeologist Ken 
Karsmizki, who uncovered the Lower Portage camp
site of the expedition, asked people "to dig only if 
they know what they are doing and have permission 
of the landowner." 

Ambrose predicted at least 300,000 people will 
want to travel through nearly pristine trail spots in 
Montana and Idaho and urged the two states to 
make the trail accessible by adding campsites, out
door toilets, tap water faucets and emergency medi-
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cal services without spoiling the route. 
"If Montana does it right, people will continue to 
come forever," but if changes aren't made people 
will tell their friends, "Don't got to Montana; you 
can't find a place to take a leak or park." 

I t took Lewis and Clark two years, four months 
and nine days to go from the mouth of the Wood 
River in Illinois to the Pacific Ocean and back. It will 
take Bob Rickards of Thousand Oaks, California, 
23 years to fin ish 80 oil paintings depicting their 
journey. So far, he has completed 30. Twenty years 
ago Rickards, a self-taught artist, picked up a book 
on the Lewis and Clark Expedition and he couldn't 
put it down. In his v ividly detailed paintings he de
picts the trip's milestones, like the day the adventur
ers nearly lost their keelboat, or the night Indians 
danced around a fire in celebration of the food the 
explorers brought them. 

"When I'm painting, I'm not painting ahead of the 
expedition. I'm going along with it," he said. "It's a 
labor of love because each painting is different. it 
has a different challenge." 

Rickards wants to paint his last canvas in 2003 so 
he can put everything together in time to tie it to the 
bicentennial. 

"Lessons for the New Millennium, From the 
journals of Lewis and Clark," by Warren 
Buckleitner, cites three observations which came to 
him after listening to Ken Burns' Corps of Discovery 
documentary. His page on the Internet Children's 
Software Revue lists Lesson l : Planning, research and 
eventual success; Lesson 2: If at first you don't suc
ceed ... ; Lesson 3: Everyone needs a say in the pro
cess. For the details, check it out at 
www.childrenssoftware.com. --The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
named the Travelers' Rest site near Lolo, Montana, 
as one of America's 11 most endangered historic 
places, a designation meant to attract attention and, 
most critically, money. Traveler 's Rest may benefit, 
despite the S 1 million or more needed j ust to begin 
buying land. During the 11 years of the most endan
gered list, not one site named has been lost. Ernie 
Deschamps' 15-acre hobby farm, the site of the 
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The Saga of Lewis and Clark: Into the Unknown 
West, by Thomas and Jeremy Schmidt, photography 
by Wayne Mumford, DK Publishing, New York, 
1999, 21 O pages, photos, maps, illustrations, index, 
hard cover, $35.00 

A Review by Mai in Erickson 

Take two brothers who are writers, naturalists and 
adventurers, add a photographer who knows how to 
take full advantage of the land, the sky, the shadows, 
the colors, and you have one huge visual view of the 
expedition of the Corps of Discovery to the Pacific 
Ocean and back. If a person can speak of writing as 
visual, then that is what the text of this book is. 

Thomas Schmidt, a former newspaper reporter 
has wri tten a number of books on natural history in
cluding a series of guidebooks for the National Geo
graphic Society. He has traveled the length of the 
Lewis and Clark Trail. Jeremy Schmidt is a w riter and 
photographer who specializes in natural history and 
outdoor subjects. An author of nine books, he has 
traveled to remote settings and wilderness areas on 
all the continents except Antarctica. Both brothers 
would probably have done well on the expedition. 

The write-up on Wayne Mumford, the photogra
pher, notes that he captures nature's every mood 
and emotion. l certainly agree with that description 
of his photography. It is visually stunning. It is 
breathtaking. It is outstanding. He sees into the heart 
of what he is looking at and photographing. 

Lewis and Clark campsite, is square in the path of 
development in a high-growth area south of 
Missoula. 

Our neighbors to the north, the Alexander 
Mackenzie Voyager Route Association, are making 
news in the media with three different videos on the 
AMVRA being filmed or ready for distribution. Good 
progress is being made on the Millennium 
"Mackenzie" video with shoots at Bella Coola and 
Thunder Bay completed. The BBC (Scotland) 
Alexander Mackenzie video has been completed in 
three versions. The North American Version is said 
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Thomas and Jeremy Schmidt don't give us all the 
facts about the journey of the Corps of Discovery. 
They highlight major and minor happenings during 
the day to day course of traversing the continent and 
compare the then and now. 

On page 43 , for example, they describe the rest 
stop at the Kansas River in the hot summer of 1 804 
where the "rest" consisted of building a defensive 
breastwork, repair ing the pirogues, cleaning the 
keelboat, drying the supplies, cleaning r ifles. repair
ing the tow rope, jerking more meat, hunting, fish
ing, dressing deer skins and flogging two of their 
comrades for stealing whiskey ... 

"If that was rest, " they write, "think of what a tow
ering chore it must have been to wrestle those boats 
upriver. We of the soft feet and remote-control era 
can scarcely imagine it. " 

A little later, on the same page, when one of the 
men collapsed from heat stroke while pulling the 
boats upriver, they write, " Lewis bled him and gave 
him saltpeter. a diuretic. It was the standard, useless 
remedy of the day. What the man needed was more 
water and electrolytes-Gatorade." 

On page 155, Clark commented after passing 
through the Short Narrows on the Columbia River, 
that ''from the top of the rock [the water] did not ap
pear as bad as when l was in it." 

The authors reply from their own experience. "It 
never does. Rapids always seem worse with a paddle 
in the water and your butt at gunwhale height, the 

(SAGA continued on page 32) 

to be "quite nice- sort of like the recent American 
PBS video on the Lewis and Clark Expedition." Con
tact GREAT NORTH productions at 372 76th Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6B 2N9 - [780 440 3400] fo r 
information on the purchase of the video. Back
packer magazine's "Anyplace Wild" videos on 
Alexander Mackenzie are featured in the magazine. 
An early summer video shoot in the Bella Coola area 
for their American PBS video on Mackenzie's 1 793 
journey through the area has been completed. The 
premiere video is entitled "Lewis and Clark 's Inspira
tion." 
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boat lifting and dropping over the waves, sweeping 
past rocks, tipping, righting, coming up on the next 
wave or set of cl iffs way too fast, the adrenaline 
pumping and the spray in your face." 

They put you r ight in there with the expedition 
members and you feel the strain , the joy, the pain, 
the exultation, the exhaustion. 

The same is true of the photos that Wayne 
Mumford took for the book. On pages 48-49 you can 
almost feel the threatening thunderstorm coming 
over the see-forever Great Plains. On pages 144-145, 
the Clearwater River just leaps out at you and 
throughout the book the skies are vivid and often 
ominous. 

Add in pages from the or iginal journals, Karl 
Bodmer paintings, histor ic photos and museum arti
facts and you have a real America the beautiful and 
amazing kind of a trip across the continent from St. 
Louis to the Pacific Ocean. 

There are some errors in the book that w ill need 
correcting in the next printing, such as on the three 
page gatefold map on pages 27-29. The locations of 
Tillamook Head and the sal tworks are reversed and 
Cape Disappointment is on the wrong side of the 
river, but most of the map gives you a good approxi
mation of key points along the expedition trai l. 

The Saga of Lewis & Clark: Into the Uncharted West 
should be in bookstores about the time you receive 
this issue of WPO. It is worth every penny of the 
cost. 

THE CAPTAIN'S DOG, by Roland Smith, Harcourt 
Brace, Oct. 1 999 

SEA.MAN, THE DOG WHO HELPED LEWIS & 
CLARK EXPLORE THE WEST, by Gail Karwoski , 
Peachtree Press, Spring 1 999 

A Review by James Alexander Thom 

One of the most vivid characters in the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition was different from all the others in 
two ways: 

He was not a human being. 
No one knows whether he got home to St. Louis 

with the rest of the Corps of Discovery. 
The last mention of Captain Lewis's Newfound

land dog in the j ournals was July 15, 1806, shortly 
before Lewis set off on his dangerous sor tie up the 
Marias River. 

Historians speculate whether the mascot followed 
his master on that violent adventure or stayed with 
Sergeant Gass and his men near the Great Falls. 

Two authors this year have published books for 
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young readers on the captain's sagacious canine. In 
neither of these two well-researched stories does 
Seaman fin ish the expedition with Lewis. 

Unlike historians, who can simply admit that the 
truth is unknown, a storyteller must imagine or de
duce the likeliest scenario and proceed with the nar
rative. The authors of these two books imagined that 
Seaman didn't get back to civi lization-but for dif
ferent reasons. 

Roland Smith, writer, filmmaker and animal be
haviorist, supposed that Seaman did accompany 
Captain Lewis on the Marias River expedition but 
was unable to keep up with Lewis's pell-mell 1 20-
mile retreat from Blackfeet coun try. That 's the sce
nario of his novel for young readers, The Captain 's 
Dog. 

Gail Karwoski's book, Seaman, The Dog Who 
Helped Lewis and Clark Explore the West, doesn't lose 
the dog so tragically. Without revealing the ending, 
the reviewer may say that Seaman "chooses" to stay 
in the Upper Missouri country, where life certainly 
would be more fun than back in St. Louis or Wash
ington w ith the emotionally troubled Lewis. 

Karwoski's book was published in spring 1999 to 
favorable reviews about its style and histor ical accu
racy. 

The same praise is due Smith's version, released 
in October 1999. It is plain that both authors pored 
over the j ournals of the expedition. Both authors ob
viously intend to teach young readers about the ex
pedition without misleading them. Both rely on 
young readers' empathy with pets to get them ab
sorbed in the Voyage of Discovery, which was an en
terprise of adults. Through the lovable and admirable 
dog, youngsters get to know the members of the ex
pedition , the geography, the wildlife and the plea
sures as well as the hardships. 

Both books make readers appreciate what a tre
mendous sensory adventure the voyage must have 
been to the mascot; imagine what a dog's keen nose 
could make of a heap of rotting buffalo carcasses, or 
how the evening serenade of a wol f pack would 
sound to his acute ears, or how he would have been 
tormented by clouds of biting insects. In fact, in 
Lewis's last journal entry on Seaman, the dog "howls 
with the torture" inflicted on him by mosquitoes. 

Smith's an imal behav ior studies helped him un
derstand another kind of canine sensitivity: that of a 
dog to its master's mood swings- an important as
pect of Lewis's life too much underplayed in history, 
until recently. 

Author Karwoski prepared herself to tell Seaman's 
story by spending time with Newfoundland dog 
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breeders and trainers, to familiarize herself with the 
traits of this legendary breed. 

It is the prerogative of a fiction w riter, especially 
one writing for children, to use imagination and in
vention to tell the story most effectively. To educate 
young readers about the purposes and events of the 
great expediti on. author Smith endows Seaman with 
comprehension of human speech and a memory for 
names of people, tribes and places. 

As a counterpoint to Seaman's point of view, 
Smith also quotes from an imaginary private journal 
being kept by Lewis. and lost during the fracas at the 
Marias River- an echo of the supposed "lost journal " 
that some scholars like to believe Lewis was penning 
along the way. 

Among Lewis and Clark aficionados are many 
who brook no sort of fictional or speculative li
cense-even though many esteemed historians over 
the years have put plen ty of their own spin on the 
documented record and read plenty between the 
lines. Such nitpickers probably will resent these Sea
man books for imagining Seaman's fate beyond the 
journals. 

But even they should appreciate the accuracy of 

these two well-researched books, and their potential 
for hooking still another generation of readers on 
th is grand adventure. 

It appears that many storytellers got the idea of a 
Seaman's-eye-view at about the same time. 

In 1998 a veterinarian named R.W. Gustafson 
published The Dog Who Helped Explore America, a 
brief children's book. It is short on specific historical 
details, and it presumes that Seaman did go on back 
to civilization. 

It ends happily; after Lewis's death, Seaman lives 
at Captain Clark's home in St. Louis and romps with 
Sacagawea's son Pomp, who has been brought down 
for an education. 

This quick spurt (perhaps one better say spate) of 
Seaman shows that even though several authors 
m ight get the same idea, they don't get it the same 
way. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR ... 
Foundation member and historic novel writer James 
Alexander Thom ·s new novel on George Drouillard 
wi ll be in book stores in summer 2000. 

This painting, completed after 
extensive historical research, depicts 
Captain Lewis' April 25, 1805 
journal entry. Anticipating their 
close proximity to the Yellowstone 
River, Captain Lewis and four men 
from the Corps of Discovecy 
proceeded in advance of the boats. 
That afternoon, from a higb bluff 
on the south bank of the Missouri, 
they made their first sighting of the 
Yellowstone River, an important 
milestone on their epic journey. 

About the Artist 

Captain Lewis Sighting the Yellowstone 
April 25, 1805 

Moncana artist C harles Fritz has 
exhibited his work widely in 
museums across the West. T he 
C.M. Russell Museum, the 
Albuquerque Museum, the 
National Museum of Wildlife Art, 
the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, 
the Buffalo Bill Historical Center, 
and the Denver Art Museum have 
all exhibited or own his works. 
Listed in "Who's Who in the West" 
and "Who's W ho in America," his 
paintings have won many awards 
including the Lee M. Loeb Award 
for Landscape at the Salmagunda 
Club, New York, N .Y. 

By C harles Fritz 
Edition of750 signed/numbered prims on 100 lb. acid free paper 

$150.00 plus $ 10.00 s/h • V1SNMC accepted • Image size: 3l"xl8" 

To Place Your Order Contact: 
CHARLES FRITZ FINE ART PUBLISHING • 10318 RUSTIC OAK DRIVE • BATON ROUGE, LA 708 10 

(225) 767-3 183 • E-Mail: fritzpubl@aol.com 
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- Ch1pt11 N1ws -
The Minnesota Chapter adopted the Lewis &. 

Clark Elementary School in Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, after the devastating 1 997 flood in that 
area. The school principal, Ann Porter, keeps the 
chapter updated on happenings at the rebuilding 
school w ith regular e-mails. In her latest report she 
notes that the school's new library w ill be named 
"Lewis & Clark Discovers Library" and it will include 
portraits of Lewis and Clark from the Independence 
National Historic Park. 

~--·· 
The Philadelph ia Chapter is expecting an atten

dance of 800 to 1000 people at the 2003 foundation 
annual meeting that w ill kick off the Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial. 

The Idaho Chapter will host a legislative reception 
in Boise on January 24 to let the Idaho legislators 
know about the Lewis and Clark Trail in Idaho as 
well as the activities planned for the bicentenn ial. 

Orofino city officials are seeking federal funds for 
a pathway along the Clearwater River in conjunction 
with the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial. 

~ 

The Washington Chapter newsletter reported that 
the Washington, Oregon and Idaho chapters held a 
joint meeting to discuss tri-state cooperation to : 1) 
organize regional symposia to focus on various fac
ets of Lewis and Clark heritage; 2) collaborate in 
seeking grants to accomplish heritage purposes that 
others cannot or will not do; 3) to consider prepara
tion of a northwest brochure or guidebook with em
phasis on history/heritage vs. tourism efforts. 

The new suggested motto for the Washington 
Chapter is "01 The joy." 

The state legislature's transportation budget in
cluded $2 million toward relocation of U.S. Highway 
101 near Lewis and Clark's Station Camp between 
the Astoria Bridge and the Chinook Tunnel. Prelimi
nary plans call for the creation of a " linear park" as 
much as a mile long containing interpretive monu
ments and signs descr ibing the explorers' stay at the 
site. 

Don Nell, past president of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation and long time Lewis and 
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Clark enthusiast and Headwaters Chapter m ember, 
has donated his private collection of more than 250 
books on Lewis and Clark in Montana to the Gallatin 
County Museum in Bozeman. The collection is val
ued between $ 13, 000 and $I 5, 000, based on the 
rarity of some of the books and their condition. 

The chapter has published a new map brochure 
"Three Forks of the Lewis & Clark Trail." For copies 
contact Don Nell. 

A Lewis and Clark mural at the new Chamber of 
Commerce Building in Bozeman has been designed 
and awaits funding and a construction timetable. 

1= 
Several m embers of the Home Front Chapter 

hosted Mary Summerill from Bristol, England. She is 
writing the script and coordinating filming of a BBC 
special on Lewis and Clark. The film will be part of a 
series produced by BBC on explorers. Ms. Summerill 
has crossed the country doing research on the 
project. 

Wlxp~~~~ 
~ TitIDLID ~ ITfl1J]W IBPP 

1999 SCREDOJJE 
{inade with you in mind) 

••• Canoe Rentals •!• Exclusive T rips 
·.- S ingle-day Guided Trips ••• G ui de Only Service 
•!• Multi-day Trips •!• Horsebach Dav Rides 
•!• Travel Througli Ll1e \Vltite •!• S liulde Servic~s 

C liffs 5% Discound~H· Lewis and 
·•• Ex-perience ~River Time" Clarh Trail Heritage 
•!• "\\/.i.lcland Scenic"Trip Foundation members 

BooK Youn PLACE IN H1sTonv TooAY! 

fom1erly Lewis N Clark Ca11oeAdve11tures 

BOOKEARLY! 
The launch dates for the 1999 
season will be selected by you 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 
Coll us-we'll work to meet your needs! 

Fo,. a free brocfwre 
or more informal·ion call 

1 888-595-9 51 
or visit our web8ite at 

www.lewisandclurhguide.com 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
Cont.from p. 34 

The City Council of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, has appro
priated the funds for a consultant 
to conduct feasibility and planning 
studies for the proposed Lewis and 
Clark Expedition Center. The Lewis 
and Clark Exploratory Committee's 
goal is the establishment of a na
tional caliber facility to comple
ment Monticello, Ashlawn and 
Montpelier. They envision a center 
that focuses on the origin of the 
expedition in Charlottesville. -

The Camp Fortunate Chapter 
dedicated a new plaque to replace 
a stolen plaque at the Camp Fortu
nate Overlook south of Dillon , 
Montana. 
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Chuck Raddon and Charles Knowles. presenters at the "Lewis & Clark in the 
Land of Nez Perce" trail location workshop and rendezvous. hosted by Lewis
Clark State College. Lewiston. Idaho. June 10-12. 1999. Another workshop is 
planned in 2000 and will look at a different segment of Idaho. 
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Much-perhaps too much-has 
been made of the "vote" on winter 
quarters conducted by Capts. 
Lewis and Clark at the mouth of 
the Columbia. Several historians 
apparently have felt moved to 
wonder at the egalitarian sympa
thies that led the explorers to take 
a vote which included not only the 
soldiers and interpreters but also a 
black man and an Indian woman. 

Stephen Ambrose says in Un
daunted Courage. " It was the first 
time in American history that a 
black slave had voted, the first 
time a woman had voted." 

Examining the j ournal on Nov. 
24, 1805, one sees that Captain 
Clark does not use the word "vote" 
anywhere. This was an army unit 
with both commanders present
not a body of militia in which 
some decisions were made demo
cratically. So the recorded columns 
of names and preferred options 
should be called a tally of opinions, 
not a vote, on the wintering site. 
Sgt. Ord way's journal entry of that 
date says, "our officers conclude 
with the oppin ion of the party to 
cross the River and look out a 
place for winters quarter." 

The slave York 's opinion is 
counted in the tally of opinions, 
which suggests that Clark, who is 
recording the tally, values his 
servant's opinion, as he does, 
rightly, those of the company. 
Drouillard, the highly esteemed 
hunter and interpreter and a hired 
civilian, gives his opinion: look at 
the other side of the river or, alter
natively, go back up to the falls 
where he knows the hunting is 
good. We bear in m ind that 
Drouillard is a metis, part Shawnee, 
not a whi te man .. 

The other interpreter. 
Charbonneau, is listed with the 
other names but no opinions ap-
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pear beside his name. 
It is the "vote" of his w ife, 

Sacagawea ("Janey") that deserves 
a more careful look. She is not 
counted in the tally of opinions. 
Clark merely states in a note after 
the tally count that "Janey in 
favour of a place where there is 
plenty of Potas (wapato roots)." As 
the party's main forager, she would 
understandably suggest that. 

As for the " first time in Ameri
can history that a woman had 
voted," oh, indeed not. White 
women, maybe; but for thousands 
of years the women of most 
American Indian tribes had en
j oyed equal voice and equal vote 
with men in their democratic 
council form of government. In 
some tribes the women could even 
veto war if they thought the men 
were being too rash or macho. 

It would be my perception, after 
many years of close association 
with American Indians and their 
strong-willed women, that "Janey" 
wasn't invited to vote but gave her 
opinion anyway because she took 
for granted a woman's right to be 
heard. 

Lewis and Clark were remark
able fellows, but in our enthusiasm 
we shouldn't try to make them po
litically correct by today's stan
dards. because they just weren't. 

They knew the psychological 
value of letting their men sound 
off, but they meant to stay at the 
coast where a ship might come in . 
And they were, like it or not, white 
supremacists in a society (Virgin
ian) that would have kept blacks 
from voting ever, in a nation that 
was to keep women from voting 
for more than another century af
ter that day on the Columbia. 

- James Alexander Thom 
Bloomington, Indiana 

INTREPID WALKERS 
HIKE TRAIL 

When Lewis and his fellow trav
elers arrived at the confluence of 
the Marias and Missouri Rivers, the 
young Virgin ia captain had to de
cide wh ich river to fol low. To make 
the wrong choice would have al
most certainly doomed the Corps 
of Discovery. He and Clark did 
their homework and reached a 
conclusion which left little doubt in 
either of their minds. The south 
fork was the true Missouri, the one 
on which the Indians said they 
would fi nd the great falls. 

So, on June 11, 1805, Lewis and 
four men set out overland to find 
the falls. The first day they walked 
7-8 miles, the second day they 
walked 27 m iles, the third day they 
walked 1 5 miles. And at noon on 
June 13, they found themselves 
looking down upon the falls. On 
June 11 , 1 999. seven people, all 
from Great Falls, Montana, de
parted the confluence of the rivers 
to retrace Lewis's three-day walk to 
the falls. The modern day travelers 
followed Lewis's path, camped 
within a few hundred yards of the 
1 805 campsites, drank water from 
Grog spring, cooked up the decoc
tion based on Lewis's recipe and 
arrived shortly after noon at the 
great falls 1 94 years later to the 
day. 

The 1 999 travelers figured the 
mileage was more near 8 miles on 
day one. 30 miles on day two and 
20 m iles on day three. For the four 
people who did what no one per
son has ever done, it was the best 
of some really good Lewis and 
Clark experiences which we have 
all had following Lewis and Clark. 
The 1 999 travelers were Will 
Weaver. Ella Mae Howard and 
Casey and Cheryl Wiley. Next year 
they are planning to follow Lewis 
up the Marias as he sought evi
dence on wh ich river to follow. 
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Lee Gives Grant to 
Lewis and Clark 
Project 

Farm & Ranch Guide, The Bis
marck Tribune and the Lee Founda
tion announced August 12 that they 
have made a $50,000 grant to the 
North Dakota Lewis & Clark Bicen
tennial Foundation and its interpre
tive center in Washburn. 

The gift is in recogni tion of David 
Borlaug, who has been instrumen
tal in the development and growth 
of the Lewis & Clark Interpretive 
Center. 

Borlaug recently announced his 
departure from the publishing in
dustry and Lee Enterprises to pur
sue other career opportunities, 
while at the same time continuing 
his high level of involvement in 
Lewis and Clark related activities at 
local and national levels. 

Borlaug joined Lee in 1 988 when 
he and his family sold Farm & 
Ranch Guide to Lee. He served as 
publisher of Farm & Ranch Guide, 
Lee Agri-Media and Antler Press, 
former publishers of the Old West 
Trail Explorers Guide. 

"It's great to see Dave pursue his 
love for the Lewis and Clark Trail 
and subsequently North Dakota and 
his hometown of Washburn," said 
Greg Moore, group publisher of Lee 
Agri-Media, which includes Farm & 
Ranch Guide. He added: "It's our 
pleasure to share in Dave's genuine 
enthusiasm for this cause and the 
history of our region. Dave and his 
fam ily started Farm & Ranch Guide, 
so I'm delighted to have Farm & 
Ranch Guide and Lee Agri-Media 
pay tribute to Dave's hard work, 
both with Lee and for tourism in 
our state." 

Jim Bridges, publisher of The Bis
marck Tribune, said, "Dave has 
done a wonderful job with the inter
pretive cen ter and Fort Mandan. His 
involvement with Lewis and Clark 
on the state and national level has 
captured the interest of people from 
all over the globe. We want to help 
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From left: Greg Moore, group manager, Lee Agri-Media; David Bor/aug; Kristie 
Frieze, director. Nor th Dakota Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center and Brian 
Kroshus, general manager. Farm & Ranch Guide. 

ensure our region capitalizes on 
Dave 's work and enthusiasm. " 

Lee, based in Davenport, Iowa, 
owns more than 100 media enter
pr ises in 20 states. They include 22 

daily newspapers, more than 75 
other publications, nine network
affi liated and seven satellite televi
sion stations, and a division for 
commercial printing. 

... the 'frail of Lewis & Clark 
Lewis & Clark Trail Adventures invites you to walk in the footsteps of 
America's great early explorers. Our trip destinations are some of the best preserved 
areas of the Lewis & Clark expedition route. 

''ti•n41 
• Lolo Trail Historic Tours 

Bike or Hike 
• Missouri River Canoe Trips 
• Main Salmon River Trips 
• Combination Trips 

--~----LEWIS & CLARK 
Missoula ~ Montruia ~ 

We are the only licensed outfitter on both the Lolo 'frail and the Missouri River -
our 11th year in business! Call, write, or e-mail us today for our free brochure. 
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Meet Your New Editor 
Jim Merritt has been a member 

of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heri
tage Foundation since 1981 . That 
year he took part in a memorable 
annual meeting based in Helena 
which on a three-day bus trip re
traced the Corps of Discovery's 
tracks through western Montana 
and across Lemhi Pass. "The foun
dation had only about 500 mem
bers then, and just 90 took part in 
the trip," he recalls. "Last August I 
attended the meeting in Bis
marck-my first since t 981-and 
there were 450 people there out of 
a total membership of 2,600. I was 
astonished how much the Founda
ti on has grown." 

A freelance writer specializing in 
western history and the outdoors, 
Merritt has contributed articles on 
Lewis and Clark to Field & Stream 
(where he's a contributing editor) 
and other publications. He is the 
author of two books, Baronets and 
Buffalo: The British Sportsman in Jim Merritt 

the American West (Mountain Press, 
I 985) and Goodbye, Liberty Belle: A 
Son's Searchfor His Father's War 
(Wright State University Press, 
1993), and the editor of The Best of 
Field & Stream (Lyons & Burford, 
1995). Merritt is the immediate 
past editor of Princeton Univer
sity's alumni magazine and has 
worked at Princeton in various 
communications j obs since I 975. 
He will be taking early retirement 
from Princeton at the end of this 
year in order to assume the 
editorship of WPO and devote 
more time to writing. 

" I feel tremendously privileged 
to be a part of such a wonderful 
organization and to be fol lowing in 
the footsteps of editors Marty 
Erickson and Bob Saindon, who 
have set a standard I hope I can 
meet and build upon," he said. 

Merritt and his w ife, Nancy, live 
in Pennington, New jersey, and 
have two grown daughters. 

Foundation President Takes New Park Service Job 
Cindy Orlando, the newly

elected president of the Lewis and 
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
has left her job at Fort Clatsop just 
as things are starting to get inter
esting. 

For the last nine years she has 
been the superintendent at the 
Fort Clatsop National Memorial, a 
key component of the Lewis and 
Clark National Historical Trail. She 
has moved to Washington, D.C. , to 
accept the position of chief of the 
park service's concession depart
ment. 

'Tm leaving the best job in the 
park service for the hardest," she 
says. 

Cindy has risen in her 29 years 
with the park service from the low-
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Cindy Orlando 

est rung of payroll clerk in San 
Francisco to one of the best and 
most demanding jobs in the ser
vice. In her new job she w ill over
see and develop policy for all 125 
parks that have contracts with out
side businesses that sell products 
and services within the parks. 

But, she isn't entirely deserting 
her old stomping grounds. She 
wants to return to the Northwest 
after a few years. She'll be eligible 
for retirement in four years but 
confides she would like to run the 
park service's northwest region 
someday. If not, she says, she may 
retire to Clatsop County and try to 
stay with the local Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial Association. 

" I know I 'll be back," she says. 
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Millennium Trails Designated 
As we head into the new millen

nium, historic and scenic trails will 
be a part of our future. 

At a recent International Trails 
and Greenways Conference orga
nized by the Rails-to-Trails Conser
vancy, First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation Rodney E. Slater 
announced the designation of 16 
National Millennium Trails. 

The Lewis and Clark Trail is 
number one. 

The Millennium Trails initiative 
is a part of the White House Mil
lennium Council's effort to stimu
late national and local activities to 
"honor the past and imagine the 
future." The purpose of Millennium 
Trails is to spark the creation and 
enhancement of more than 2,000 
trails as part of America's legacy 
for the future. 

The 1 6 trails selected from the 
50 applicants range from the 
Unicoi Turnpike, a 68-mile trail 
dating from the first millennium 
that carried the Cherokee people 
from the flatlands east to the 
Smokies through the mountains to 
the hills of East Tennessee, to the 
American Discovery Trail , a yet-

National 
Millennium 

Trail 

to-be-developed 6,500 mile trail 
that will cross the nation on a con
tinuous line of existing trails, rail
trails. canal towpaths, forest lanes 
and country roads. 

New 
Bicentennial 

Council 
Logo 

See 
Bicentennial 

Council Column 
onPage3 

Tom Gilbert Sends His Regrets and Regards 
Dear Foundation Members: 

I recently received by mail the 
foundation's Meritorious Achieve
ment Award given at your annual 
meeting in Bismarck. I regret that I 
was not able to attend this year 's 
meeting. 

l want to thank you for this pres
tigious recognition. It has been a 
joy to have the cooperation of the 
foundation working with the Na
tional Park Service in establishing 
and protecting the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail during the 
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16 years l served as trail coordina
tor, then manager, and finally su
perintendent. 

The most treasured reward from 
all the years of working in partner
ship with the foundation is the 
friendships that developed with 
many of you. Working together to
ward common goals with such 
fine, dedicated people as your
selves has been immensely satisfy
ing. 

It is with many mixed emotions 
that my close association with the 

Lewis and Clark Trail has now 
come to an end. I hope that it may 
be possible for my family and I to 
attend foundation annual meetings 
in the future. I certainly will remain 
a member and look forward to 
joining with you and all Americans 
in participating in bicentennial ob
servances in the years just ahead. 

Tom Gilbert 
Former Superintendent 
Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail 
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