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'~n exceptional historical facility" - '~ dramatic re-telling of the saga of the Lewis and Clark Expedition" - '~ 
fantastic panorama portraying Captain Clark's words 'Ocian in view! Of the joy.'" - A tremendous complement to 
the National Park Service's Fort Clatsop National Memorial across the Columbia River estuary in Oregon" - "They 
couldn't have chosen a finer location for this installation" - '~ well planned and executed accomplishment" - These 
exclamations are only a few of the complimentary remarks heard during the dedication ceremonies of the Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Commission's New Lewis and Clark Inte1pretwe Center, Fort Canby State Park, Pacific 
County, Washington. This aerial photograph shows the crowd assembling for the dedication ceremonies at historic Fort 
Canby "Battery Harvey Allen" gun emplacement which traces its origin to the Spanish-American War and late 1890s 
or early 1900s.' The rugged concrete and glass interpretive center enhances the site, which is 200 feet above the churning 
Pacific Ocean swf. The Center enjoys a spectacular view - west to the open ocean - north toward the rugged Washington 
State coastline - and south to the Cape Disappointment Lighthouse,2 the entrance to the Columbia River, and the 
Oregon coastline beyond. Photo by Maximphoto, Ocean Park, WA. See story on page 3. Footnotes 1 and 2 also appear 
on page 3. 
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President Decker's 
Message 
Much has happened since the 8th An
nual Meeting, which most commend
ably manifests the dedication of our 
members to the purpose and objec
tives of the Foundation. 

The WPO supplementary publication 
of the Proceedings of the Eighth An
nual Meeting is an outstanding exam
ple of the dedication of our editor, 
Robert Lange, and our Secretary, 
Irving Anderson. The Proceedings . . . 
include the transcripts of the inform
ative papers presented at the Annual 
Meeting, and are available at $2.00 a 
copy. (See story on page 9.) 

Possibly the most impressive happen
ing, since the 8th Annual Meeting, 
was the October 10, 1976, dedication 
of the Lewis and Clark Cape Disap
pointment Interpretive Center, Fort 
Canby State Park, Pacific County, 
Washington. We were privileged to be 
present on this memorable occasion 
to present the Foundation's Award of 
Meritorious Achievement to the 
Washington State Parks and Recrea
tion Commission. The Center has 
been designed as an appropriate me
morial to interpret the entire journey 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition 
from the Mississippi to the Pacific. 
Our Foundation Director George 
Tweney and members of the Wash
ington State Lewis and Clark Trail 
Committee richly share in the com
mendations and praise for the quality 
standards achieved in the creation of 
this remarkable new faci lity. 

Foundation President Clarence H. 
Decker, journeyed from East Alton, 
Illinois, to be present at the grand 
opening of the Washing ton State 
Parks & Recreation Commission's 
Lewis and Clark Cape Disappoint
ment Interpretive Center. At the 
opening ceremonies President Decker 
presented the Foundation's Award of 
Meritorious Achievement to Thomas 
C. Garrett, Chairman of the Commis
sion. Photo by Irving Anderson. 

(continued page 3) 
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Message (con't from p. 2) 

Our attendance at the Fourth Annual 
Washington-Oregon Lewis and Clark 
Symposium, held in conjunction with 
the Interpretive Center's opening, was 
likewise a rewarding experience. The 
papers presented at this event were 
very informative, and it was gratify
ing to witness the cooperation of 
neighboring states in such a meet
ing. 

Among other noteworthy achieve
ments was the passage of the 'Mis
souri River Breaks" legislation, desig
nating a segment of the Missouri 
River in Montana as a component of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System. Our special accolades go to 
Montana Senator Lee Metcalf, who 
was the dl'iving force leading to its 
success. (See story on page 5.) 

Many of our officers, directors, and 
members contributed much by their 
untii:ing efforts to convince Congress 
of the importance of this legislation, 
which was signed by President Ford 
as Public Law No. 94-486, on October 
12, 1976. 

Renewed interest in the support of 
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation by the J. N . "Ding" Dar
ling Foundation' was made most ap
parent by a contribution in the 
amount of $500.00. Chairman Sherry 
Fisher of the Darling Foundation, 
who also served as chairman of the 
original Lewis and Clark Trail Com
mission (1964-1969), expressed the 
hope that this would serve as the be
ginning of a fine relationship that can 
be expanded by further interest and 
financial support. 

We are saddened by the passing of our 
beloved director from Fayetteville, 
New York, Raymond Darwin Bur
roughs, on October 31, 1976. That he 
was held in high esteem is evidenced 
by the many letters we have received, 
along with contributions as memori
als in his name from all parts of the 
country. He will be missed by all of 
us for his constructive comments and 
advice at our meetings. 

As we approach Christmas and the 
New Year, we wish for all our officers, 
directors, members, and friends a 
happy and pleasant holiday season. 

Clarence H. Decker, President 

1. The Darling Foundation is committed to 
the conservation and preservation of our 
nation's natural resources. Jay Norwood 
"Ding" Darling (1876-1962) was one of 
America's great cartoonists. He was on the 
staff of the Des Moines Register during the 
period 1906-1911, and 1913-1917; and from 
1917 until his retirement in 1949 he was staff 
cartoonist for the Register, and syndicated 

Washington State's 
Cape Disappointment 
Interpretive Center 

Cape Disappointment is the rocky 
prominence at the extreme southwest 
corner of Washington State on t h e 
north sh ore at the mouth of the Co
lumbia River. The name Cape Disap
pointment had been established for 
this geographic landmark some 17 
years before the time of the Lewis and 
Cla1·k Exepdition's visit to the area in 
November 1805. The Expedition's 
journalists refer to the landmark as 
Cape Disappointment in their texts, 
and Captain Clark's detailed sketch 
map is so designated . Although 
members of the expedition, in No
vember 1805, may have been the first 
white men of record to stand on the 
seashore of this headland, it had been 
observed and provided with names by 
sea captains and traders who had fre
quented the coastline for years before 
the expedition's arrival there. 

In August 1775, the Spanish Na val 
Lieutenant Don Bruno de Ezeta (He
ceta) on his return from an examina
tion of the coastline as far north as 
the Straits of Juan de Fuca, discov
ered the promontory which he called 
"Cape San Roque" and noted the 
large sheltered bay behind it which he 
called "Assumption Bay" (probably 
present Baker Bay). 

British Captain Cook passed this re
gion on a stormy night during a sail
ing voyage in 1778, and did not note 

nationwide through the New York Tribune. 
His interest in the preservation of America's 
wildlife and natural resources culminated 
in his bringing the small and struggling Bio
logical Survey, U. S. Department of Agri
culture, to the attention of the nation and 
on its way to the far-flung enterprise it is 
today. He served as Chief of this agency 
from 1934-1936. After his death in 1962, a 
concerned and dedicated group of "Ding's" 
friends, realizing the importance of support
ing and carrying out the principles of this 
great man, organized the J. N. "Ding" 
Darling Foundation. Today the Founda
tion's officers and trustees, who are nation
ally recognized citizens, together with con
servation minded members nationwide, are 
contributing time, effort, and financial sup
port to the Darling Foundation. It was one 
of "Ding" Darling's dreams to memorialize 
and preserve the historic route of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. After his death, in 
1962, the Darling Foundation presented 
this idea to the Secretary of the Interior, 
Stewart L. Udall, and to Congress. From 
this proposal came Public law 88-630, which 
established the Lewis and Clark Trail 
Commission. The commission functioned 
from 1964 to 1969. Following this, the Dar
ling Foundation suggested the creation of 
the Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Founda
tion, Inc. to succeed the commission and to 
perpetuate the history and heritage of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
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the river. 

Ten years later, on June 6, 1788, Brit 
ish Captain John Meares attempted 
to confirm Ezeta's (Heceta's) suspi
cion of a river being in this area, but 
confused by the high breakers that 
closed off the bay, called this "Decep
tion Bay", and gave the present name 
Cape Disappointment to the head
land immediately to the north. 

It would be another four years, in 
1792, before an American trader out 
of Boston, Captain Robert Gray, in 
the sailing ship Columbia Rediviva, 
became the first white man to cross 
the rough and dangerous bar and ex
plore the mouth of the river. He 
claimed the river for the United 
States Government, and named the 
river after his vessel. Gray also pro
vided the name Point (Cape) Adams, 
which is still applied to the southern 
(Oregon) land fall at the south en
trance to the river, and referred to the 
northern (Washington) Cape Disap
pointment promontory as "Cape Han
cock", and of course this nomencla
ture has not persisted. 

The Lewis and Clark Interpretive 

(continued page 4) 

Footnotes relate to p. 1 

1. In 1852, the U.S. War Department creat
ed a military reservation on Cape Disap
pointment with the intention of eventually 
establishing a coastal fortification. Con
struction began in 1863, and the installation 
was given the name "Fort Cape Disappoint
ment". In 1875, the fortification and mili
tary base, which included three earthwork 
batteries and several frame ganison build
ings were designated as Fort Canby (honor
ing Major General Edward R. S. Canby, 
1817-1873, Mexican and Civil War Army 
officer). Between 1896 and 1906 intensive 
work was carried on. In 1906, two new bat
te1ies in concrete emplacements were in
stalled. In 1917 two 12 inch mortars were 
installed in "Battery Guenther''. There 
were additional modernizations during 
World War II. The Fort was deactivated 
in 1947, and is now a part of the Washington 
State Parks system. For additional infor
mation the reader is referred to Hanft, Mar
shall, The Cape Forts: Guardians of the 
Columbia, Oregon Histo1ical Society, Port
land, 1973. 

2. Two U.S. Government lighthouses have 
been constructed on Cape Disappointment. 
The first, the Cape Disappointment Light

.house, begun in 1853, was completed in 
1856. The North Head Lighthouse, one to 
two miles to the north, was put in service 
42 years later in 1898. Over the years these 
installations produced light from oil wicks, 
but have now been upgraded to electric 
lightsources. Housed in a 53 foot tower, the 
Cape Disappointment light stands 220 feet 
above the ocean shore. Radio navigational 
aids and other electronic equipment have 
been added to augment the lighthouses' vis
ual signals. The Fresnel lens used in both 
of these lighthouses is now on display in the 
upper level of the Interpretive Center. 



Center (con't from p. 3) 

Center is administered by the Wash
ington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission, and has been conceived 
as an appropriate memorial to mark 
the accomplishment of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, a major event in 
national history, and to recognize the 
importance of Cape Disappointment. 

The structure has been specifically 
designed to aid in the interpretation 
of the exploring expedition as well as 
later events that have taken place at 
Cape Disappointment. 

Extensive ramps with continuous 
wall exhibits lead downward from the 
entrance and portray the period im
mediately prior to the expedition's ar
rival and entry into the State of 
Washington on October 10, 1805. 

View of the ramps with wall displays. 
Large photograph is of Beacon Rock, 
a Lewis and Clark landmark on the 
Washington State side of the Colum
bia about 33 miles upstream from 
Vancouver, WA, and Portland, OR. 
Photo by Ruth Lange. 

Attractive wall displays with pictorial 
content and appropriate texts line the 
walls of the ramps leading down and 
up from the topical exhibit area. 
Photo by Irving Anderson. 

These ramps lead to a topical exhibit 
a rea and an audio-visual theatre. 
Free-standing exhibits and wall dis
plays portray medicine and medical 
treatment, foods, natural history, en
tertainment, diplomacy, and brief bio
graphical sketches of primary 
members of the exploring party. 

Upon leaving the exhibit area the visi
tor proceeds along upward ramps 
where the wall exhibits depict the ex
pedition's downstream journey on the 
Snake and Columbia Rivers. These 
ramps bring the visitor to the upper 
level of the Interpretive Center and 
to the huge windows which provide an 
unobstructed view of the mouth of 
the Columbia River and the Pacific 
Ocean. Exhibits on this upper level 
are devoted to marine events at Cape 
Disappointment subsequent to the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

Robert Jones was the architect, and 
construction was by The Evans Co. 
Ralph H. Rudeen, Chief of Interpre
tive Services for the Washington 
State Parks and Recreation Commis
sion, was project supervisor. Richard 
J. Clifton was responsible for exhibit 
concept and design. Shelley Kirk and 
Steven A. Starlund provided the re
search and wi·ote the exhibit texts. 

(From left) Director Marcus Ware, 
Lewiston, Idaho; Ruth Lange, Port
land, Oregon; and Jackie Rudeen, 
Olympia, Washington, take time 
away from enjoying the vista of the 
open ocean and the north jetty to be 
photographed in the upper level of the 
Interpretive Center. Photo by Bob 
Lange. 

Rugged Cape Disappointment, the lighthouse and the Interpretive Center. 
"Dead Man's Cove" separates the Lighthouse prominence from the rest of the 
headland. Baker (the Expedition's "Haley's") Bay* and the Columbia River 
may be seen through the trees in the center of the photograph. Photo by Maxim
photo, Ocean Park, WA. 

*Thwaites, R. G., Editor, Original Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
Dodd, Mead, & Co., N.Y., 1904, Vol. 3, p. 226, Fn. 2. 
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Foundation Has Part In Passage Of Missouri 
River "Wild And Scenic Rivers" Legislation 

By Wilbur P. Werner• 

With the signing of Senate Bill S. 1506 into law by President Ford on October 
12, 1976, the preservation of the last free flowing portion of the Missouri River 
is assured. Approximately 150 miles of the river from Coalbanks Landing (near 
Virgelle) to Fred Robinson Bridge (James Kipp Recreation Area) in Central 
Montana, and a museum facility at Fort Benton are included in the area pre
served by the legislation. 

For Senator Lee Metcalf of Montana, it ended a struggle that commenced with 
his introduction of legislation (S. 1009) in 1973 for the creation of the Missouri 
Breaks Scenic Recreation River. The designated area is now a component of 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 

True to character, the Senator in praising and thanking all who helped in the 
passage of the legislation, minimized his own patience, consideration of others, 
and steadfast determination to see it through. 

In congratulating the Sentaor, as the Foundation's immediate past president, 
I wrote him in part: 

"When all of us are gone, future generations will be enjoying the area so 
indelibly linked with the Lewis and Clark Expedition and subsequent history 
of the Territory and State Of Montana - over the long pull of ages - it 
is this legislation for which you will be most praised and remembered." 

The reply of the Senator is worthy of quotation: 

"Of all the pieces of legislation with which I have been associated in Congress, 
none has been dearer to my heart and none has given me greater satisfaction 
with passage. Your support, and that of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation, has been an important factor in our success." 

This writer has no way of knowing the great numbers of persons and organiza
tions in Montana, or for that matter across the nation, who worked for the 
passage of S. 1506. Prominent figures in public life in Montana giving active 
support were: Governor Thomas Judge, Senator Mike Mansfield, Congressman 
Max Baucus, and then Congressman, but now Senator-elect John Melcher. 

Private and public organizations which spearheaded support or provided sub
stantive source data were: Hill County Wildlife Association, Havre; Montana 
Wildlife Federation; Montana Historical Society; Montana Fish and Game 
Department; Montana Wilderness Association; Montana Wilderness Society; 
Lewistown Rod and Gun Club; Community Improvement Association of Fort 
Benton; U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Billings 
and Lewistown, and a host of individuals the length and breadth of the state. 
The media in all forms including Montana TV and radio net works, and editori
als and feature articles by the Great Falls Tribune, the Missoulian, and the 
Havre Daily News were particularly effective. 

Numerous state Lewis and Clark Trail Committees and Foundation entities, 
together with many individual Foundation members, who were personal ac
quaintances of legislators serving on House and Senate committees and subcom
mittees, were decisive in the passage of S. 1506. A constant vigilance on the 
progress of the legislation was kept by officers, directors, and members of the 
Foundation, particularly by President Clarence H . Decker, E . E. MacGilvra, 
Irving W. Anderson, E . G. Chuinard, M.D., Wilbur P . Werner, Don Jackson, 
Bob Saindon, Gail Stensland, Marcus Ware, and WPO editor Robert E. Lange. 

It took the leadership of Senator Metcalf and the widely dispersed but neverthe
less unified support of all persons and organizations named above, plus countless 
others, to make this dream of many years a reality. 

1. Cut Bank, Montana. President, August 1975-August 1976, Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation, Inc. 
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Annual Membership 
Renewal Due 
Late in November, Membership Sec
retary Hazel Bain mailed out 1977 
Membership Renewal Applications. 
The Foundation depends upon the 
continual support of the membership 
in its work of perpetuating the history 
and heritage of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, especially the publication 
of We Proceeded On in its present size 
and format. Higher costs of produc
tion, printing and postage have made 
it necessary to set aside increased 
amounts from each annual member
ship fee in order to finance the four 
quarterly issues of the magazine. 

Publication of WPO was initially 
made possible, when dues paying 
memberships were few and just begin
ning, by a grant of $2000.00 in 1975, 
and $2500.00 in 1976, from the Lorene 
Sales Higgins Trust of Portland, Ore
gon. In providing these grants the 
Higgins Trust indicated that these 
contributions were "seed monies" to 
help get our new publication under
way. The Trust's philanthropy was 
not intended to underwrite the publi
cation indefinitely. 

While we hope for and anticipate oc
casional grants from trusts, and/or in
terested corporations and industries 
in the future, we must maintain and 
increase membership in order to sus
tain the publication of our quarterly, 
as well as fund other operating ex
penses of the Foundation. 

We trust that members will continue 
to solicit new memberships, and that 
perhaps present members in the 
"General" category might consider in
creasing their membership to a higher 
dues rate for 1977, to that of "Sustain
ing'', "Supporting", or "Contributing" 
membership. 

News Note: 
The 1976 Summer Issue (Vol. 6, No. 
3) of South Dakota History, the quar
terly publication of the South Dakota 
State Historical Society, includes this 
news item: 

"John Little, director of the Histor
ical Preservation Center, has an
nounced that he will recommend 
that the nomination of Fort Manuel 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places include mention of the death 
of Sacagawea at that location. His 
decision was based on evidence re
vealed and discussed by Irving W. 
Anderson in his article "Fort Man
uel: Its Historical Significance", in 
the previous issue of South Dakota 
History, volume six, number two." 

Foundation Secretary Anderson's ar
ticle appeared in the 1976 Spring Issue 
of the society's quarterly (see WPO, 
Vol. 2, No. 2, p. 11). 



Foundation Director Donald Jackson' has furnished WPO with tne little monograph that follows. He prefers to call this " ... a nice 
little item that deserves to be resurrected but not emphasized ... " He says that it is one of those things that should be called a "Because 
It Is There" item. We appreciate Don's sending this our way, since we know that any American historical periodical would appreciate 
having an item such as this. Don has provided for us some introductory remarks relating to the event reported in a Richmond, Virginia, 
Dec. 23, 1806, newspaper account. 

Meriwether Lewis Comes Home 

When Meriwether Lewis reached his 
home town of Charlottesville, Va., 
after the momentous journey he had 
made with William Clark, he could 
truly be said to have reached the end 
of the Lewis and Clark Trail. It was 
here as a young man that he first 
came to know Thomas Jefferson, 
sponsor of the expedition, and here 
that his mother, Lucy Ma1·ks, still 
lived on the old home place west of 
town. 

A short time later, in Washington, he 
would be looked upon by Congress
man Samuel Latham Mitchill "al
most as a man arrived from another 
planet." So he must have seemed to 
the people of Charlottesville, who 
gathered on December 15, 1806, to pay 
him tribute. 

The following record of a dinner given 
in Lewis's honor has hitherto escaped 
modern students of the expedition, in
cluding this writer. It appears in the 
Richmond, Va., Enquirer for De
cember 23, 1806, and is the only sur
viving verbatim account of such ates
timonial to Lewis and his formal 
reply. William Clark, who was follow
ing a few days behind Lewis, would 
receive an accolade of his own from 
the citizens of Fincastle, Va., on Jan
uary 8 (see Donald Jackson, ed., Let-

1. Presently at the Univ. of Virginia, Char
lottesville, editing the Papers of George 
Washington, a project that has been under
way since 1968. Next January will see him 
return to Trans-Mississippi West historical 
endeavors, as he and Mrs. (Cathie) Jackson 
move to their Colorado mountain retreat 
near Colorado Springs, where they will es
tablish their permanent residence. In a re
cent letter Don says: " ... next yeru· should 
see me operating at a more relaxed pace and 
easing back into western history." Dr. Jack
son edited Letters of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, with Related Documents, 1783-
1854, Univ. of Illinois Press, 1962. In 1966 
he was the editor and annotator, and Univ. 
of Oklahoma Press the publisher, of The 
Journals of Zebu/,on Pike, with Letters and 
Related Documents. More recently, The 
Expeditions of John Charles Fremont, his 
work, done in collaboration with Mary Lee 
Spence, in three volumes and map portfolio, 
was published in 1970-1973 by the Univ. of 
Illinois Press. He is a frequent contiibutor 
to histo1ical periodicals published through
out the nation. In 1974, at Seaside, Oregon, 
he presented the banquet address at the 
Foundation's Sixth Annual Meeting. He is 
a recipient of the Foundation's Award of 
Meritorious Achievement. 

ters of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion, Urbana, Ill., 1962, pp. 358-60). 

The scene of the Lewis dinner, "Mr. 
Estis's tavern," was the Stone Tavern 
near the corner of Fifth and Market 
streets in Chadottesville, operated by 
Triplett T . Estes. The newspaper ac
count follows: 

[15 December 1806] 

On the 13th of this month, the citi
zens of Charlottesville received intel
ligence, that capt. Meriwether Lewis 
had arrived at his mother 's, in thefr 
neighbourhood, and would pass thro' 
thefr village on the 15th on his way 
to Washington: they had long deter
mined, that his arrival among them 
should be greeted with those marks of 
respect, which he merits from every 
one; and which they, who had known 
him from childhood, were pai·ticularly 
anxious to pay. They invited him to 
dine with them on the 15th at Mr. 
Estis's tavern; and though the warn
ing was so short, and the riding ex
ceedingly dangerous; about fifty of 
the most respectable inhabitants of 
the county assembled to receive him. 
When the company were collected, a 
little before dinner, a citizen who had 
been deputed to that office, delivered 
the following address. 

"Impressed with the liveliest senti
ments of affection and friendship 
towards you, the citizens of Char
lottesville and its vicinity, your old 
friends and neighbours, hail with 
eager g:ratulation your safe return; 
escaped from the dangers of the sav
age wilderness, they welcome you to 
civilized life, to the affections of your 
friends, to the gratit ude of your 
country. The difficult and dangerous 
enterprize which you have so success
fully atchieved, has covered with glory, 
yourself and your gallant little band, 
and to your country is pregnant with 
consequences the most important and 
august. We indulge not in the delu
sions of hope, nor the visions of fancy; 
when we behold in this expedition, so 
wisely planned, so happily executed, 
the germ of extended civilization, 
science and liberty: when we behold 
the federative system, and the princi
ples of representative democracy ex
tending thefr genial influence and re
ceiving in their parental embrace, 
nations still in the infancy of reason 
and government; and regions yet 
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groaning under unviolated forests. In 
these reflections, anticipations and 
feelings, every American, every friend 
to liberty, to science and to man, par
ticpates with us; but it is our peculiar 
felicity to boast, that the man who 
achieved this interesting and arduous 
enterprize, is the produce of our soil, 
was raised from infancy to manhood 
among us, is our neighbour, our 
friend. A just and g1:ateful country 
will no doubt duly appreciate and ad
equately reward the services you have 
rendered; you have our best wishes for 
yom· future prosperity and happi
ness." 

To which Captain Lewis returned the 
following answer. 

"Be assured, gentlemen, that it is with 
no less pleasure, than you have been 
pleased to express, that I reciprocate 
your kind congratulations. This warm 
and undisguised expression of friend
ship by those, whom the earliest emo
tions of my heart compelled me to 
love, is, in contemplation, not less 
pleasing than the fond hope, that it 
may hereafter be believed, that I have 
discharged my duty to my country on 
the late expedition to the Pacific 
Ocean. To have conceived is but little, 
the merit of having added to the world 
of science, and of liberty, a large por
tion bf the immense unknown wilds 
of North America, is equally due to 
my dear and interesting friend capt. 
Clark, and to those who were the joint 
companions of our labours and diffi
culties in pe1forming that task. With 
you I trust, that the discoveries we 
have made, will not long remain un
improved; and that the same senti
ment which dictated to our govern
ment, an investigation into the 
resources so liberally bestowed by na
ture on this fall- portion of the globe; 
will prompt them to avail themselves 
of those resources, to promote the 
cause of liberty and the honour of 
America, and to relieve distressed hu
manity, in whatever shape she may 
present herself. 

"I only obey the feelings of my heart, 
when I return you gentlemen, my 
most ardent wishes, for your general 
and individual happiness thro' life." 

The company then sat down to an ex
cellent dinner: many appropriate 
toasts we1~e given, the social song went 
round; and they passed the evening 



in that spirit of festivity and mirth, 
which the joyful occasion, and the 
presence of their friend, safely ~·e
turned from his perilous expedition, 
and in the bloom of health, inspired. 

[Richmond Enquirer, 
23 December 1806] 

New Forest Service Sign 
Interprets L. & C. in the 
Gates of the Mountains1 

Foundation member, Phillip G. 
Schlamp, District Ranger, Canyon 
Ferry District, Helena National 
Forest, and Regional Visitor Informa
tion Service Specialist for the U.S. 
Forest Service, has provided WPO 
with information about a new inter
pretive sign recently installed at Meri
wether Picnic Ground in the Hel
ena National Forest. The marker 
provides recognition to the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition's passage through 
this area on the Missouri River. 

Laura Tinsley, receptionist for the 
U.S. Forest Service, Canyon Ferry 
Ranger District, views the new inter
pretive sign at the Meriwether Picnic 
Ground, Gates of the Mountains, 
Montana. Photo by Phil Schlamp. 

On July 19, 1805, Captain Meriwether 
Lewis discovered and provided the 
name The Gates of the (Rocky) Moun
tains, and then spen t the night a what 
is now Me1·iwether Picnic Grounds. In 
his journal for that day, he told of his 
experiences - a part of which are re
corded on the new sign. (Thwaites; op. 

1. The Missouri River's passage/ canyon 
through a spur of the Big Belt Mountains, 
Lewis and Clark County, Montana, (about 
16 miles north of the city of Helena, MT.) 
For a fine description of this area, see: Olin 
D. Wheeler, The Trail of Lewis and Clark, 
1804-1904, G. P. Putnam's Sons, N. Y. 1904, 
reprint edition, same publisher, 1926, Vol. 
1, pp. 350-352. 

cit., Vol. 2, p. 248.) 
"this evening we entered much the 
most remarkable clifts tliat we have 
yet seen. these clifts rise from the 
waters edge on either side perpen
dicularly to the hight of 1200 feet. 
every object here wears a dark and 
gloomy aspect. the towering and 
projecting rocks in many places 
seem ready to tumble on us. the 
river appears to have forced it's way 
through this irnmence body of solid 
rock .. .it was late in the evening be
fore I entered this place and was ob
liged to continue my rout untill 
sometime after dark before I found 
a place sufficiently large to encamp 
my small party;• at length such a 
one occurred on the lard (left) side 
(today's Meriwether Picnic 
Ground) where we found plenty of 
ligbwood (cottonwood) and pich 
pine. this rock is a black grannite 
below and appears to be a lighter 
colour above .. . from the singular 
appearance of this place I called it 
the gates of the rocky mountains." 

R. Darwin Burroughs 
1899 - 1976 

Officers, directors and members of the 
Foundation were saddened to learn of 
the death of Foundation Director 
Raymond Darwin Burroughs on Oc
tober 31, 1976. 

We have enjoyed his presence and 
friendship at annual meetings in 1972 
at Helena, MT, and at Seaside, OR 
in 1974, where he was the recipient of 
the Foundation's Award of Meri
torious Achievement. He also attend
ed the annual meeting in 1975 at Bis
ma1·ck, ND and at Great Falls, MT, 
in August of this year. 

Born in Iowa on August 20, 1899, he 
spent his early years in Nebraska 
where he attended Nebraska Wes
leyan University and graduated with 
an A.B. degree in 1924. He received his 
master's degree (M.A.) from Prince
ton University in 1925. His major in
terest and graduate training was in 
the field of biology. A teaching career 
as assistant and associate professor of 
biology followed: At Willamette Uni
versity, Salem, OR (1925-1927); Okla
homa City University (1928-1930); 
and at Macalaster College, St. Paul, 
MN (1930-1937). Joining the staff of 
the Michigan Department of Conserva
tion, in 1937, he held a number of ad
ministrative positions until 1949. At 
that time, he transferred to the Edu-

2. Lewis's party was only slightly smaller, 
since Clark, with J. Field, Potts, and York 
were on a side exploration away from the 
river. Clark writes (July 18, 1805): "I cut 
off Several Miles of the Meanderings of the 
river ... " 
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cation Division of the department to 
assume responsibility of the teacher 
training and school education phases 
of the department's program. He re
tired in 1965. 

He is best known to students and en
thusiasts of the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition as the author of the first 
book to deal exclusively with the nat
ural history of the exploring enter
prise. His 329 page volume The Natu
ral History of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, was published by the 
Michigan State University Press in 
1961. In 1966 he contributed a mono
graph titled "The Lewis and Clark 
Expedition's Botanical Discoveries", 
which appeared in the January issue 
of Natural History magazine. In re
cent years he has been working on and 
had completed the manuscript for a 
volume titled Game Trails of Lewis 
and Clark. Last year he prepared for 
WPO an interesting article published 
in Vol. 2, No. 1, titled "Lewis and 
Clark in Buffalo Country". 
In recent years he h as resided in 
Fayetteville, N.Y., with his daughter 
and family, and each summer has seen 
him traveling throughout the west 
visiting friends and relatives, and at
tending, whenever possible, the Foun
dation's annual meetings. In a letter 
to the editor since "Dar's" passing, his 
daughter, Mrs. William B. (Margaret) 
Norris, wrote: 

"I felt very certain that Dad would 
prefer to have friends, who wished to 
do something, remember him through 
the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation. I feel that it is a more 
personal memorial than some other 
things would be. You must be aware 
of the enjoyment Dad got from be
longing to the Foundation, and from 
the many friendships he made. Dad 
needed to know some people who 
shared his special interest, and he 
spoke of these associations often." 

The Foundation has been the recipi
ent of many letters and contributions 
to a "Dar" Burroughs Memorial 
Fund. Contributions may be made to 
the Foundation and should be for
warded to Mrs. William B. Norris, 307 
Center St., Fayetteville, N.Y. 13066. 

Please Note: 

Readers of WPO will note that the 
previous Volume 2, No. 3 issue carried 
a "Fall 1976" designation on the mast
head. Actually this was a belated 
"Summer 1976" edition that did not 
go to press until after September 21st. 
In the future we will no longer use 
seasonal designation, but instead, as 
we have with this issue, will list the 
month and year of publication along 
with the Volume Number and Issue 
Number. Sorry for this confusion! 



One of the great experiences involving 
our membership in the Foundation 
has been the many friendships that 
have developed over the years, partic
ularly at our Annual Meeting get
togethers! 

Such has been the association we 
have enjoyed with interesting, talent
ed, and friendly individuals, who have 
taken an interest and played an active 
and supportive part in the Founda
tion's progress. 

Jean and Henry Hamilton from Mar
shall, Missouri, are two of these peo
ple who have joined us at Annual 
Meetings: at St. Louis, Missouri, in 
1973; at Seaside, Oregon, in 1974; at 
Bismarck, North Dakota, in 1975; and 
at our 1976 meeting at Great Falls, 
Montana. We hope that you will be
come better acquainted with these 
two fine members of our Foundation 
as we write about them in this issue's 
"Foundation Personalities" feature. 

Jean Tyree Hamilton (Mrs. Henry 
W.) has been a member of the Saline 
County, Missouri Lewis & Clark Com
mittee since it's inception, and chair
man most of that time. She has exten
sively researched the journals 
tabulating expedition campsites and 
landmarks. These, together with 
other historical, archeological, and 
recreational sites along Saline 
County's 85 miles of Missouri River 
shoreline have been developed into a 
State of Missouri Lewis & Clark bro
chure. She hosted the meeting at 
Arrow Rock, where the Missouri 
Commission marked the "[Cliff of 
rocks caUed arrow rock]"' near the 
"Prairie of Arrows and Arrow Creek", 
which the explorers reported reaching 
on June 9, 1804. 
Jean has presented numerous slide 
lectures to a variety of group meet-
1. Thwaites, R. G., Editor, Original Jour
nals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
Dodd Mead & Co., N.Y., 1904, Vol. l, p. 
44. Thwaites puts this in italics enclosed in 
brackets, and credits this as an annotation 
or a later addition to the journal text by 
Clark, Coues, or an unknown hand (see his 
footnote: Vol. 1, p. 11, Fn. 1). 

Foundation Personalities 

Jean Tyree Hamilton 

Henry W. Hamilton 

ings. The slides, mostly produced by 
the Hamiltons, depict scenes along 
the Expedition's route from the Mis
sissippi Valley to the Pacific Ocean. 
Occasionally their photographic en
deavors have been enhanced by perti
nent slides obtained from historical 
societies and organizations along the 
Trail. 

The Hamiltons are "Missouri River 
bottom" farmers and stockmen. They 
live in Marshall, Saline County, Mis
souri. Their avocation is archeology, 
ethnology, history, historic preserva
tion and Lewis & Clark interests. 
Their library collection includes most 
of the standard publications on Lewis 
and Clark as well as many other west
ern history and archeology source ma
terials. 

They a1·e dedicated Lewis & Clark en
thusiasts. In the many years of at
tending archaeological conferences, 
they first retraveled the Lewis & 
Clark trail up the Missouri in 1952. 
The Seaside, Oregon, meeting in 1974 
was their first visit to its west coast 
terminus. 

Since 1952 many trips have been made 
to the upper Missouri. Most were dur
ing the 16 years that Mr. Hamilton 
was a member of the national com
mittee for the Recovery of Archae
ological Remains. He worked as a vol
unteer "collaborator" with the 
National Park Service and the Smith
sonian Institution in their efforts to 
salvage by scientific archaeological 
excavation the historical, archae
ological, and paleontological record of 
sites before inundation by the chain 
of Missouri River reservoirs, then 
under construction. 

They have camped with the field par
ties of the salvage program at such 
places as "the neck'',2 which captain 
Clark traversed and measured while 

2. Obviously rela tes to the "Big Bend" of 
the Missouri River (about thirty-fi.v~ f!!iles 
east of Pierre, S. Dakota). See the journal 
entries for September 19-21, 1804. The ter
minology "the neck" does not appear to 
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the expedition navigated the Missouri 
channel around the Oxbow, and the 
Fort Sully and the Sully Site which 
contain more than 400 semisubterran
ean Indian earth lodges. Also, Fort 
Mandan, which the expedition built 
and where they overwintered in 1804-
1805; and Fort Manuel, which years 
later Dr. G. Hubert Smith was to ex
cavate in an attempt by systematic 
archaeological methods, to find the 
grave site of Sacagawea, who died 
there December 20, 1812. 
Much earlier, on their first visit to 
Fort Manuel they had been accom
panied and guided by their friend, 
Chief Flying Cloud, hereditary chief 
of the Hunkpapa or Sitting Bull Band 
of Sioux. The WP A reconstruction of 
the stockade and bastions of the fort, 
of split cottonwood logs, had by that 
time rotted off at the ground line and 
were lying fiat. The method of con
struction was evident and was pho
tographed. These photographs were 
later furnished to Dr. Smith, and 
seemingly are the only such pho
tographs extan t. 
Apparently the WPA restoration of 
Fort Manuel had been guided by some 
older and knowledgeable Sioux, for in 
the meticulous excavation it devel
oped that the lines of postmoulds of 
the restoration faithfully paralleled 
but did not violate the postmoulds of 
the original 1812 log stockade. 
Jean, besides being interested in Lewis 
& Clark history, has been deeply in
volved in historic preservation. For 
years she has worked with the preser
vation and restoration of the village 
of Arrow Rock, Missouri, the 1821 
trail-head of the Santa Fe Trail. The 
site is now a National Historic Land
mark. This work was directed toward 
the restoration of buildings, the sal-

have its origin with Clark's journal (the 
only extant Captains' journal for t hese 
dates), or with Ordway's or Whitehouse's 
journal. The connotation does appear in 
Gass' journal, and Biddle must have ex
cerpted the term from Gass, since it appears 
in the 1814 Biddle/ Allen edition. Coues, in 
his annotated edition of the 1814 work, reit
erates Biddle's reference to "the neck". 



vaging of documents, preservation of 
records and vintage photographs, and 
obtaining information from the older 
local citizens who were personally fa
miliar with its history. This also in
volved editing a Sant11 Fe Trail diary, 
publication of a history, and research 
for a television documentary on the 
Santa Fe Trail. She also assisted the 
authors of two books on the subject, 
and with the preparation of radio 
tapes, news articles and the giving of 
countless slide lectures. She was ac
t ively involved in the restoration of 
the Saline County courthouse which 
has just been nominated for entry in 
the National Register by the State 
Council. 

She has taken her turn as officer in 
numerous organizations at various 
levels, including t he United Daugh
ters of the Confederacy, Daughters of 
the American Revolution, Colonial 
Dames of America, P.E.O., etc. 

Some of Remy's activities, in a more 
or less chronological order, have in
cluded volunteer relief work with the 
American F1;ends Service Committee 
in White Russia, after World War I. 
This was along the old "Eastern Bat
tle Front," where, as chief of an out
post with 32 Russian workers and 160 
head of horses, he directed housing 
and agricultural reconstruction in an 
area burned out by the Russians in 
their "scorched earth" policy. For a 
time he was on the Kirgiz S teppes in 
Russian Sibe1ia, where 60% of the 
population starved to death in the 
gi·eat famine of 1919-1923. Later, he 
assisted in the child feeding program 
in Germany. 

Always having some connection with 
agiiculture, he was for 14 years agri
cultural agent in Saline County. This 
was followed by 15 years as vice presi
dent and agricultural agent of the 
Wood and Huston Bank, Marshall, 
Missouri. 

He was one of twelve organizers of the 
Missouri Archaeological Society in 
1934, with goals of preserving the 
state's prehistory and promoting the 
establishment of a department of an
thropology at the University of Mis
souii. In r ecent times the Missouri So
ciety has become the largest state 
organization of its kind in the nation. 
There are more than 1800 prehistoric 
sites recorded in its state site sul"Vey. 
In 1937 he piloted an appropriation 
through the state legislature to pur
chase lands containing valuable pre
historic earthworks, and to preserve 
petroglyphs under the state parks sys
tem. 

During the 16 years he served as sec
retary of the national Committee for 
the Recovery of Archaeological Re-

mains, he worked as representative 
for the gi·oup before Congress and was 
instrumental in obtaining appropri
ations for the conduct of historical 
and archaeological salvage work on 
sites of the upper Missouri before in
undation by dams. 

Hemy has been president of the Mis
souri Archaeological Society since 
1958. He is also currently vice-chair
man of the Missouri State Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation and 
chairman ·of the board of directors of 
The Plains Anthropologist. 

Both Jean and Henry were born and 
raised in the '.'Little Dixie" section of 
Missouri. This, an area comprising 
several counties in the central part of 
the state which border on the Mis
souri River. 

Their contribu tions to the literature 
involved with their many interests 
have been broad and varied. From 
1927 to 1942, Henry has provided a 
wealth of articles on agricultural sub
jects to agricultura l publications. 
Since 1937, archaeo logy, anthro
pology, ethnology, and American his
tory monogi·aphs, by either Jean, or 
Hemy, or by the two in collaboration, 
have gone to print in a variety of peri
odicals such as : Missouri, Missouri 
Archaeologist, American Antiquity, 
The Blue Jay, Bulletin (Missouri His
torical Society), Plains Anthro-· 
pologist, Saline County (Missouri) 
History, Democrat News (Marshall, 
MO), Shelby County (Missouri ) Histo
ry, and South Dakota Collections. 

Henry's monograph titled: Tobacco 
Pipes of the Missouri Indians, was 
published in 1967 by the Missouri Ar
chaeological Society, as their "Mem
oir Number Five'·'. In 1963, the 
Friends of Arrow Rock, Guard Pub
lishing Co., Centralia, MO, published 
Jean's A rrow Rock, Where Wheels 
Started West. Together they provided 
the text for The Sioux of the Rosebud: 
A History of Pictures - with Pho
tographs by John A. A nderson, pub
lished by_ the University of Oklahoma 
Press, Norman, 1971. In 1974, the 
Hamiltons in collaboration with 
Eleanor F. Chapman authored Spiro 
Mound Copper, and this was pub
lished by the Missouri Arvhaeological 
Society as their "Memoir Number 
Eleven". 

Jean received the 1976 Distinguished 
Alumna Award from Columbia Col
lege, and Henry, a few weeks later, re
ceived the A lumni Achievement 
A.ward from Westminister College. 
This seems to prove that lightning 
DOES strike twice in the same place. 

As a result of work on "Clay P ipes 
From Pamplin" (Appomattox 
County, Virginia), Henry was made a 
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Vice Admiral in the Confederate 
Navy, "with full authority to navigate 
the upper reaches of the Appomattox 
River". 

Foundation members are looking for
ward to renewing foendships with 
Jean and Henry Hamilton at next Au
gust's Ninth Annual Meeting of the 
Foundation at St. Charles, Missouri, 
not too far from their home. 

WPO Supplementary 
Publication No. 1 
Still Available 
Proceedings of the Eighth Annual 
Meeting (the August 15-18, 1976 meet
ing at Great Falls, Montana), a sup
plementary publication, WPO Publi
cation No. 1, became available in 
October. The 24 page, 81h'' X 11" pub
lication is a collection of the several 
addresses presented during the meet
ing, at noon luncheons, and at Expe
dition sites visited by charter bus 
tours. The recent issue (Vol. 2, No. 3) 
of We Proceeded On included the 
transcript of Dr. John Logan Allen's 
Annual Banquet address. A letter de
scribing this supplementary publica
tion (the Proceedings ... ) together 
with an order form was included in 
the We Proceeded On mailing. Regis
trants for the full four day Annual 
Meeting were mailed a copy and the 
cost of same was subsidized from reg
istration fees and by the Montana 
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee. 

There have been many requests for 
copies of the five major addresses 
(now published in Proceedings ... ) 
from individuals who did not attend 
the Annual Meeting. Of particular in
terest is member Bob Saindon's paper 
titled: "The White Pirogue of the 
Lewis ·and Clark Expedition". While 
the limited edition lasts, copies of 
Proceedings . .. will be available . 
Address your request to WPO Publi
cations, 5054 SW 26th Place, Port
land , OR 97201, and enclose your 
check in the amount of $2.00 made to 
the Foundation. 

Additional supplementary publica
tions may be developed in the future 
provided there is sufficient interest, 
and if the cost of producing this first 
(experimental) publication proves to 
be self-liquidating. Such publications 
could include transcripts of papers 
presented at state or regional organi
zations' meetings or symposia; special 
reports; or rep11nts of out of print 
monographs containing important 
material, which are considered rare 
and difficult to acquire by Lewis and 
Clark enthusiasts. In every instance 
publication costs would be held to a 
minimum, and these issues would be 
made available at cost to Foundation 
members. 



Christmas Came Three Times - 1803 - 1804 - 1805 
To the "Corps of Discovery" 

By Robert E. Lange 

in remembrance of Christmass .. . [we] are mostly in good health, a blessing, which we esteem more, than 
all the luxuries this life can afford, and the party are all thankful to the Supreme Being, for his goodness towards 
us, hoping he will preserve us in the same, & enable us to return to the United States in Safety." Private Joseph 
Whitehouse, December 25, 1805, Fort Clatsop [Oregon].' 

Christmas came three times to the 
"Cast of Characters", the young vig
orous, sturdy group of frontiersmen 
and their leaders, while they were ac
complishing America's greatest trans
continental exploration. 

From the journals of the several writ
ers of the chronicle of the Expedition 
we are able to provide Christmas Day 
excerpts: 

Written at Wood River ("Camp 
Dubois"), present Illinois\ in 1803, by 

1. The Whitehouse journal published in 
Volume Seven of the Original Journals of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, edited by 
Reuben G. Thwaites, Dodd Mead & Co., 
N.Y., 1904, terminates on November 6, 1805, 
when the pru·ty was still westbound, in the 
upper estuary of the Columbia River. By 
good fortune, in 1966, George W. White, 
professor of Geology at the University of 
Illinois during a visit to a Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania bookstore was shown a 
manuscript involved with the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition that proved to be another 
version of Whitehouse's journal. This, a 
paraphrastic version, differing to some ex
tent from the original journal to which 
Thwaites had access in 1904, while still not 
complete, extended the documentation of 
events as recorded by Whitehouse through 
November and December 1805, and Jan
uary, February, March, and to the 2nd of 
April 1806. As a result of this discovery, we 
have added to the journals of Clark, Ord
way, and Gass, Whitehouse's entry for 
Christmas Day 1805. For more about the 
1966 discovery of the additional White
house journal see: "The Journal of Private 
Joseph Whitehouse - a Soldier with Lewis 
and Clark, By Paul Russell Cutright, in the 
Bulletin, the quarterly publication of the 
Missouri Historical Society, Vol. XXVII, 
No. 3, April, 1972, pp. 143-161; or A History 
of the Lewis and Clark Journals, by Paul 
Russell Cutright, Univ. of Oklahoma Press, 
Norman, 1976, Appendix A, pp. 242-264. 

2. The Wood River or "Camp Dubois" in
stallation established by the Expedition 
was located in U. S. Territory, and was 
about 18 miles upstream from St. Louis, on 
the Mississippi, directly across that river 
from the entrance of the Missomi. Since the 
Louisiana Purchase had not been consum
mated at the time Lewis and Clark arrived 
in this vicinity, at Jefferson's suggestion (see 
Jackson: Letters of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, with Related Documents, 1783-
1854, Univ. of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1962, 
Letter 94, p. 137), the 1803-1804 winter es
tablishment was located on the east side of 
the Mississippi River, and away from the 
Spanish-French settlements on the west or 
St. Louis side of the river. 

Capt ain Clark. 

Written by Captain Clark, Sergeants 
Ordway and Gass, and Private Joseph 
Whitehouse, in 1804, at Fort Mandan, 
near today's Washburn, North Dako
ta. 

Written at Fort Clatsop, near present 
Astoria, Oregon, in 1805, by Captain 
Clark, Sergeants Ordway and Gass, 
and Private Joseph Whitehouse. 

Readers will note the redundancies 
which are apparent in these particular 
journal writings, which may have 
come about as the result of monotony 
of the daily routine at their winter es
tablishments. It is noted that the 
journals, like the health of the men,3 
were more interesting, dh:ersified, and 
vigorous while the exploring pa1·ty was 
under way and traveling. Strange
ly, Captain Lewis's journal entries 
omit the December 25th date in 1804 
and 1805, and it has been concluded 
that Lewis did not keep a journal dur
ing the winter of 1803 at Camp 
Dubois. 

At this Christmas season, a century 
and three-quarters after the saga of 
the Expedition, we provide readers of 
WPO with a recapitulation of the 
journals for December 25, 1803, 1804, 
and 1805: 

WHAT WAS THE EXPEDITION 
DOING ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 
1803? 

Had it not been for the discovery of 
additional "Field Note Books" in the 
attic of a dwelling in St. Paul, Minne
sota, in March 1953, we would not 
have anything oth~r than speculation 
as to the Expedition's activities at 
Christmas tiine 1803. 

Brief as they are, Captain William 
Clark's field notes were written during 
the Expedition's 1803-1804 winter en
campment at "River Dubois" or 
"Wood River", a small stream that 
enters the Mississippi from the north, 
directly opposite the mouth of t he 
Missouri River. The great Missouri, 
which was to be their challenge, ob-
3. While at Fort Clatsop in early 1806, Clark 
noted in his journal for Mar. 20th, that 
" ... I expect that when we get under way 
that we shall be much more healthy, it has 
always had that effect on us heretofore." 
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jective, and amphibious waterway the 
following year. As the days of De
cember approached Christmas, 1803, 
chill winds typical of a mid-west 
winter blew and cfrifted snow around 
their crude shelters. Before we trnn
scri be Clark's journal entry for 
Christmas Day, 1803, let us make 
these observations: 

On Friday, December 23rd, the jour
nal describes how fatigued the men 
were, and that they were still engaged 
in the construction of their "huts". 

On Saturday, December 24th, John 
Shields was dispatched to a Mr. Grif
fiths across the river to purchase some 
butter. Unlike the two Christmases to 
come, the explorers, at this place, 
were situated near populated commu
nities, and the reference to butter and 
dairy products would indicate the ex
istence of farms and fai"IDing endeav
ors. Clai·k's documentation a lso notes 
traffic in the river and the passing of 
boats, some with Indians, others 
manned by Frenchmen:' 

Clark's complete journal entry for 
Christmas, Sunday, December 25, 
1803, follows:5 

"Chrismas 24th Deer I was wakened 
by a Christmas discharge [of ai·ma
ments] & found Some of the pa1·ty had 
got drunk (2 fought) the men frolicked 
and hunted all day, Snow this morn
ing, Ice run all day [in the river], Sev
eral Turkey killed Shields returned 
with a cheese & 4lb butter, Thrne In
dians come today to take Christmas 
with us, I gave them a bottle of Whis
key and they went off after informing 
me that a great talk had been held 
and that all the [Indian] nations were 
going to war against the Ozous 
[Osage?]6 in 3 months, and informed 
me that a English man 16 mis from 
here told him that the Americans had 

4. The Mississippi Valley in this area was 
dominated by French settlers. In 1803, St. 
Louis was a community of about 1000, 
mostly French, and had been steadily grow
ing since its establishment some forty years 
earlier. 

5. Osgood, Ernest S., Editor; The Field 
Notes of Captain William Clark, Yale 
Univ. Press, New Haven, 1964, p. 8. 

6. This bracket interpolation by Osgood, 
ibid. Other brackets supplied by this editor. 



the Countrey and no one was allowed 
to trade &c. I ixplained the Intention 
of Govmt to him, and the Caus of the 
possession [the Louisiana Purchase]. 
Drewyer Says he will go with us, at 
the rate ofd and will go to Masac to 
Settle his matters."7 

WHAT WAS THE EXPEDITION 
DOING ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 
1804? 

For the activities of the exploring 
party at Fort Mandan, we have the 
documentation of Clark, Ordway, 
Gass, and Whitehouse. Clark's jour
nal entries record the temperatures 
and weather conditions for that time 
of the year in 1804: 

13-14 December: 20 below zero; snow. 

15-16 December: 22 below; cold, clear. 

17-18 December: 45 below! 

19-20 December: 24 above; "a moder
ate day". 

26 December: "a temperate day". 

27-30 December: Snow, "blew verry 
hard . . . snow dr ifting, 9 below on 
29th, 20 below on 30th. 

The four journalists' verbatim entries 
for "25th December Christmass Tues
day 1804" follow: 

Clark's Journal: " I was awakened be
fore Day by a discharge of 3 platoons 
from the party and the french [ visi
tors from nearby fur trading posts], 
the men merrily Disposed, I give them 
all a little Taffia8 and permitted 3 
Cannon [to be] fired, at [the] raising 
of Our flag. Some men Went out to 
hunt & others to Danceing and con
tinued unt ill 9 oClock P.M. when the 
frolick ended &c."• 

Ordway's Journal: "we fired the swiv
els at day b1·eak & and each man fired 
one round. our officers Gave the party 
a drink of Taffee. we had the Best to 
eat that could be had, & continued fir
ing dancing and frolicking dureing the 
whole day. the Savages did not Trou
ble us as we had requested them not 

7. The Captains had been interested in en
gaging George Drouillard (usually spelled 
Drewyer in the journals) since early No
vember 1803. On December 17th, in a letter 
written by Lewis from Cahokia to Clark at 
Camp Dubois (Jackson, op. cit. p. 144), 
Lewis stated that he had offered Drouillard 
" ... 25$ pr. Month so long as he may chuise 
to continue with us." 

8. Webster says: "A term originating from 
West Indian Creole - an inferior rnm made 
from distilled sugar cane juice in the West 
Indies." 

9. Thwaites, Reuben G., Editor; Original 
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion, Dodd Mead & Co., N.Y., 1904 (reprint 
editions: Antiquarian Press, N.Y., 1959; 
Arno Press, N.Y., 1969), Vol. 1, p. 240. 

to come as it was a Great medician 
day with us. we enjoyed a merry crist
mas dureing the day and evening un
t ill nine oClock - all in peace & quiet
ness. "10 

Gass' Journal: [Note that we are in
cluding here the Sergeant's final sen
tence from his journal for Monday 
24th December 1804, followed by his 
entry for Christmas Day.] 

24th December 1804: "Flour, dried 
apples, pepper and other articles were 
dist ributed in the different messes to 
enable them to celebrate Christmas in 
a proper and social manner." 

25th December 1804: "The morning 
was ushered in by two discharges of 
a swivel, and a round of small arms 
by the whole corps. Captain Clark 
then presented to each man a glass 
of brandy, and we hoisted the Ameri
can flag in the garrison, and its first 
waving at Fort Mandan was celebrat
ed with another glass. - The men 
then cleared out one of the rooms and 
commenced dancing. At 10 o'clock we 
had another glass of brandy, and at 
1 a gun was fired as a signal for dinner. 
At half past 2 another gun was fired, 
as a notice to assemble a t the dance, 
which was continued in a jovial man
ner till 8 at night; and without the 
presence of any females, except three 
squaws, wives of our interpreter, who 
took no other part than the amuse
ment of looking on. None of the na
tives came to the garrison this day; 
the commanding officers having re
quested they should not, which was 
strictly adhered to. During the re
mainder of the month we lived in 
peace and tranquility in the garrison, 
and were daily visited by the na
t ives."" 

10. Quaife, Milo M., Editor; Journal of 
Captain Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant 
John Ordway, Kept on the Expedition of 
Western Exploration, State Historical So
ciety of Wisconsin, Madison, 1916 (reprint 
edition, same publisher, 1965), p. 174. 

11. McKeehan, David, Editor/Publisher 
(the title page reads: "By Patrick Gass -
One of the Persons Employed in the Expe
dition"), A Journal of the Voyages and 
Travels of a Corps of Discovery - Under 
the Command of Capt. Lewis and Capt. 
Clarke of the Army of the United States 
.... , Pittsburg, PA, 1807. McKeehan pro
duced this paraphrastic version from Gass' 
original journal which probably has been 
lost or destroyed since McKeehan rewrote 
its contents in 1807. There have been many 
editions of this work, including British, 
French, and German publications. These 
early editions are considered rare by biblio
philes. A reprint edition, edited by James 
K. Hosmer was published by A. C. McClurg, 
Chicago, 1904; and a lat er reprint edition 
was done by Ross & Haines, Minneapolis, 
1958. The Gass journa l entry transcribed 
here will be found as follows: in the 1807 
edition, on page 66; in the Hosmer (1904) 
edition, on pages 62-63; and in the Ross & 
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Whitehouse's Journal: "we ushured 
[in] the morning with a discharge of 
the Swivel, and one round of small 
arms of the party. then another from 
the Swivel. then Cap Clark presented 
a glass of brandy to each man of the 
party. we hoisted the american flag, 
and each man had another Glass of 
brandy. the men prepared one of the 
rooms and commenced dancing. at 10 
oC we had another Glass of brandy, 
at one a gun was fired as a Signal for 
dinner. half past two another gun was 
fired to assembl at the dance, and So 
we kept it up in a jovel manner untill 
eight oC. at night, a ll without the 
comp[any) of the female seek, except 
three Squaws the interpretirs wives 
and they took no part with us only 
to look on. agi·eeble to the officers re
quest the natives all Stayed at their 
villages all day."12 

WHAT WAS THE EXPEDITION 
DOING ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 
1805? 

Since the Christmas at Mandan, the 
explorers had rowed, towed, poled, 
waded and pulled t he boats, and then 
the canoes, unt il the Missom·i and its 
tributaries were no more. Resorting to 
horses they then traversed the rugged 
and nearly impassable Bitterroot 
Mountains for nearly two months.13 

Becoming amphibious again, they de
scended the Clearwater, Snake, and 
Columbia Rivers to the Pacific Ocean 
at what is today's Fort Canby State 
Pill'k and Cape Disappointment in Pa
cific County, Washington. Crossing to 
the south side (now Oregon) of the 
Columbia River's estuary, they began 
construction of their Fort Clatsop in 
early December 1805. The installation 
was sufficiently completed for the 
party to move into by December 24th. 
The relief of having shelter and fires 
to warm and dry themselves after the 
continuous rains and storms of No
vember and December, was probably 
their greatest Christmas cheer! How
ever, we may turn again to the jour
nalists for documentation of the 1805 
Christmas, and we may also observe 
that it is William Clark's journal 
entry that is most often reproduced, 
in his own handwriting, in much of 

Haines (1958) edit ion, on page 78. The 
reader will note the up-graded nature of the 
text. It should be pointea out that Gass was 
probably no better skilled as a writer, 
speller, and punctuator than the other jour
nalists, and that the text provided us by 
the well-meaning McKeehan most likely is 
his literary sophistication of the Gass origi
nal. 

12. Thwaites, op. cit.; the Whitehouse Jour
nal (see also footnote 2) appears in Vol. 7, 
pp. 29-190. 

13. Part of August, September, and part of 
October, 1805. 



the literature about the Expedi
tion." 

The texts of the four journals that are 
extant for December 25, 1805, follow: 

Clark's Journal: "Christmas Wednes
day 25th December 1805 - at daylight 
this morning we we[re] awoke by the 
discharge of the fire arm[s] of all the 
party & and a Selute, Shouts, and a 
Song which the whole party joined in 
under our windows, after which they 
retired to their rooms were chearful 
all the morning. after brackfast we di
vided our Tobacco which amounted 
to 12 carrots'" one half of which we 
gave to the men of the party who used 
tobacco, and to those who doe not use 
it we make a present of a hendker
chief, The Indians leave us in the eve
ning all the party Snugly fixed in their 
huts. I received a pres[e]nt of Cap. L. 
of a fleece hosrie [hosiery] Shirt 
Draws and Socks, a pr. Mockersons of 
Whitehouse a small Indian basket of 
Gu therich [Goodrich], two dozen 
white weazils tails of the Indian 
Woman, and some black root of the 
Indians before their departure. 
Drewyer informs me that he saw a 
Snake pass across the parth today. 
The day proved Showery wet and dis
agreeable. 

"we would have Spent this day the 
nativity of Christ in feasting, had we 
anything either to raise our Sperits'" 
or even gratify our appetites, our 
Diner concisted of pore Elk, so much 
Spoiled that we eate it thro' mear ne
cessity, Some Spoiled pounded fish 
and a few roots." 17 

Ordway's Journal: "rainey & wet dis
agreeable weather. we all moved in to 
ow· new Fort, which our officers name 
Fort Clatsop after the name of the 
Clatsop nation of Indians who live 
nearest to us. the party Saluted our 
officers by each man firing a gun at 
their quarters at day break this morn-

14. Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 3, facing page 
190; .also m Wheeler, Olin D., The Trail of 
Lewis and Clark - 1804-1904, G. P. Put
nam's Sons, N.Y., 1904 (reprint edition 
same publisher, 1926), Vol. 2, p. 201. ' 

15. Webster says: "A spindle-shaped bundle 
of rolled and twisted tobacco leaves." 

16. On July .. 4, 1805, above the Great Falls 
of the Miss6uri, the party exhausted their 
supply of "Spirits". Thwaites, op. cit., Vol. 
2, p. 210, Lewis writes: " ... our work being 
at a n end this evening, we gave the men 
a drink of Sperits, it being the last of our 
st~ck." .. ~uai~e, op. cit., p. 242, Ordway 
wntes: it bemg the 4th of Independence 
we drank the last of our ardent Spirits ex
cept a lit tle reserved for Sickness." If the 
"Sickness reserve" was administered at 
some later date, the editor does not recall 
mention of its administration in the collec
tive journals! 

17. T hwaites, op. cit., Vol. 3, pp. 190-191 

ing. they divided out the last of their 
tobacco among the men that used (it) 
and the rest they gave each a Silk 
henkerchief, as a Christmas gift, to 
keep us in rememberance of it as we 
have no ardent Spirits, but al'e all in 
good health which we esteem more 
than all the ardent Spirits in the 
world. We have nothing to eat but 
poore Elk meat and no Salt to Season 
that with, but still keep in good 
Spirits as we expect this to be the last 
winter that we will have to pass in 
this way."•s 

Gass' Journal: "Was another cloudy 
wet day. This morning we left our 
camp and moved into our huts. At 
daybreak all the men paraded and 
fired a round of small arms, wishing 
the Commanding Officers a merry 
Christmas. In the course of the day 
Capt. Lewis and Capt. Clarke collect
ed what tobacco remained and divided 
it among those who used tobacco as 
a Christmas-gift; to the others they 
gave handkerchiefs in lieu of it. We 
had no spirituous liquors to elevate 
our spirits this Christmas; but of this 
we had little need, as we were all in 
very good health. Our living is not 
very good; meat is plenty, but of an 
ordinary quality, as the elk are poor 
in this part of the country. We had 
no kind of provisions but meat, and 
we are without salt to season that.'9 

Whitehouse's Journal: "We had hard 
rain & Cloudy weather as usual. We 
all moved into our new Garrison or 
Fort, which our officers named after 
the nation of Indians who resided 
near us, called the Clatsop Nation; 
Fort Clatsop. We found our huts com
fortable, excepting smoaki.ng a little. 

"We saluted our officers, by each of 
our party firing off his gun at day 
break in honor of the day (Christ
mass). Ow· Officers in return, present
ed to each of the party that used To
bacco a part of what Tobacco they 
had remaining; and to those who did 
not make use of it, they gave a hand
kerchief or some other ar t icle in re
menberance of CbJ:istmass. We had no 
arden t spirit of any kind among us; 
but are mostly in good health a bless
ing, which we esteem more than all 
the luxuries this life can afford, and 
the party are all thankful to the Su
preme Being, for his goodness toward 
us, hoping he will preserve us in the 
same, & enable us to return t o the 
United States in safety. We have a t 
present nothing to eat but lean Elk 
meat & that without Salt, but the 

18. Quaife, op. cit., p. 318. 

19. McKeehan, op. cit., in the 1807 edition, 
o_n pages 175-176; in the Hosmer (1904) edi
tion, on pages 187-188; in the Ross & Haines 
(1958) edition, on pages 212-213. 
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whole of our party a.re content with 
this life. "20 

The foregoing transcripts of the jour
nals reveal the diarists' love and inter
est for the observation of this t radi
tional holiday. Despite their multiple 
problems - in strange lands, removed 
from their families and friends, faced 
with inclement weather, limited food, 
and yes, with a lack of "Ardent 
Sperits" - they show, as their docu
mentations almost always do, that 
they made the best of their circum
stances, on December 25, 1803, 1804, 
1805. If we had been amongst them, 
we too would have heard their "Merry 
Christmas" greeting! 

Caution Notice! 

Advertised as "A Collector 's Pictorial 
History of America's 200 Yea1·s", a re
cent volume, The American Dream -
Shadow and Substance, compiled by 
Marvin Miller and eight contributing 
editors, Classic Publications, Covina 
CA, 1976, will be most disappointing 
to Lewis and Clark students and en
thusiasts. Incredibly, for a volume 
with a $39.95 asking price, the reader 
is told that George Rogers Clark was 
the co-commander of the Expedition; 
that the exploration took place be
fore, or was "prepa1·atory" to, the 
Louisiana Purchase; t hat " In the 
spring of 1805 in [North Dakota] they 
pushed off . . . following a trail of 
rivers - the Missouri, then across 
the plains to the Yellowstone, and 
eventually to the Jefferson ... "; 
Meriwether Lewis's given name ap
pears incorrectly as "Merriwether"; 
the unfortunate Indian woman who 
accompanied the expedition, afready 
burdened by a variety of spellings of 
her name (Sacagawea, Sacajawea, Sa
kakawea), in t his instance appears as 
"S_acagewa"; and repeat_ing her inac
curate, romanticized role, she is cred
ited with being the "guide" to the 
two Captains. There is a reproduction 
of a portrait painting with accompa
nying text explaining that it was 
"George Rogers Clark, who, along 
with Merriwether Lewis, led an explo
ration party across the uncharted 
Rockies and on to the Pacific coast." 
If this is indicative of the accuracy of 
its 832 pages and more than 1000 illus
trations, the volume is, at best, a dis
tressing exercise in literary mediocri
ty. 

20. Transcribed from the paraphrase, see 
footnote l , now in the Newberry Library 
Chicago, IL. See Cutright, Paul R., "Th~ 
Journal of Private Joseph Whitehouse - A 
Soldier with Lewis and Clark", in the Bulle
tin, the quarterly publication of the Mis
souri ?istorical Society, Vo. XXVII, No. 
3, Apnl 1972, p. 146; or Cutright, Paul R., 
A History of the Lewis and Clark J ournals 
Univ. of Oklahoma Press, Norman 1976, 
pp. 246-247. ' ' 


