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Maximilian - Bodmer Collection 
Will Be A 12th Annual Meeting Feature 

An outstanding feature for members and guests who will be a ttending the Foun
dation's Twelfth Annual Meeting, Omaha, Nebraska, August 20-22, 1980, will 
be a visit to the Joslyn Art Museum. 

At the museum attendees will have the opportunity to view the literary record 
of Prince Alexander Philip Maximilian and the pictorial renditions of Karl 
Bodmer . The 1833-1834 Prince Maximilian Expedition to the upper Missouri 
River was the first major expedition to ascend the river following the Lewis 
and Clark' exploration of 1804-1806. 

To better orient Foundat ion members who will be attending the August annual 
meeting, We Proceeded On transcribes excerpts from a J oslyn Art Museum 
publication furnished the editor by Foundation Director Mildred Goosman.2 

The absorbing story of the Western Plains Indians has never been more dramatically 
told . .. 

Maximilian's two-volume travel book was accompanied by an atlas of paintings by the 
artist of the expedition, Karl Bodmer. Together, these made a tremendous impact. They 
still rank as one of the greatest accounts of the West in the early Nineteenth Century 
and of the Indians while they were relatively free from the influence of the white civiliza
tion. 

For nearly 100 years the original documents and paintings were lost from scholarly view. 
Their rediscovery in the 1950s, which was marked by historians, ethnologists and artists, 
coincided with a reawakened interest in the Early West. 

Now the entire collection, including a great amount of untapped resource material, has 
found its home on the very route tha t the expedition traveled, (Camp was made in the 
vidnity of present day Omaha on May 3, 1833, where Bodmer painted scenes of Belle 
Vue and Fort Atkinson.) 

(see illustration on page 3) 

In 1962, the collection was a,cquired by the Northern Gas Company of Omaha and placed 
at the Joslyn Art Museum for study and exhibit. 

.. . The collection is so extensive that, in addition to t he exhibit continuously on view 
(Continued on Page 3) 

1. Included in Maximilian's traveling reference library was an account of the Lewis and Clark journey, 
a gift from William Clark, which he presented to t he Prince when they met in St. Louis in 1832. 

2. See: "F oundation P ersona lity" feature, We Proceeded On, Vol. 3, No. 4, pp. 8-9. 

12th Annual Meeting 
Announcement 
Omaha, Nebraska and Sioux City, 
Iowa, August 20, 21, and 22, 1980, with 
annual meeting hea dquarters in 
Omaha, are the places and dates for 
the Foundation's T welfth Annual 
Meeting (see also, WPO, Vol. 5, No. 
4, page 18). 

Included in this issue are articles re
lating to special events already 
planned as part of the three day pro
gram. Information abou t the J oslyn 
Museum, Omaha, which will be a spe
cial tour, appears on this page and on 
page three. The story about the Expe
dition's Sergeant Charles Floyd begin
ning on page 5, relates to the charter 
bus trip to Sioux City for a special 
luncheon and a visit to the Sergeant 
Floyd Monument. Sioux City is about 
80 miles north of Omaha, and Inter
state Highway 29 follows along the 
course of the Missouri River , the 
route of the Expedition in 1805 and 
1806. The announcement that Gary 
Moulton will be our Annual Banquet 
Speaker will be found on page four. 

The tentative program, registration 
form, hotel accommodation informa
tion, and other matters pertinent to 
the Annual Meeting will be forthcom
ing and additional information will be 
published in the May and July issues 
of We Proceeded On. 

Plan now to join your fellow members 
and visit historic places related to the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

WE PROCEEDED ON derives from the phrase which appears repeatedly in the collective journals of the Expedition: -

"this rrwm.ing we set out early and proceeded on ... " 

" ... wind from the S. W. we proceeded on .. . until 6 oClock ... " 

" . . . the fog rose thick from the hollars we proceeded on ... " 

''We proceeded on with four men in front to cut some bushes ... " 
''We set out early proceeded on past a Island on the S . Side ... " 

Capt. Meriwether Lewis, July 19, 1805. 

Capt. William Clark, May 14, 1805. 

Sgt. John Ordway, June 29, 1800. 

Sgt. Patrick Gass, June 18, 1806. 

Sgt. Charles Floyd, June 26, 1004. 
" ... clcuded up ... We proceeded on under a fine breeze ... " Pvt. Joseph Whitehouse, October 10, 1805. 
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President Saindon's 
Message 

As president of the Foundation, I am 
privileged to be informed of the ideas 
of many creative minds from all 
around the country - minds interest
ed in accomplishing things now, for 
the enjoyment of the people today, as 
well as for the people of tomorrow. 
Theirs are the proposals that would 
preserve the legacy and honor of the 
heroes of our nation's past. 

In my last "President's Message", I 
stated that, "Unless I am told what 
the membership wants, I shall not be 
a good servant." My daily mail brings 
me letters and copies of letters from 
Foundation members, organizations, 
and individuals around the country 
who are seeking information, propos
ing the development of interpretive 
sites, exploring the possibility of or 
ganized tours along the Trail, suggest 
ing the involvement of other organi
zation s in Foundation activities, 
telling of projects already underway, 
seeking Foundation assistance on 
proposed projects, etc., etc. I appreci
ate all these letters and shall do what 
I can to encourage and develop many 
of these ideas. 

Obviously the purpose and goals of 
our Foundation ar e viable. However, 
if these interesting and timely propos
als are to be properly carried out, it 
is going to take the cooperation of 
many interested and dedicated indi
viduals, and especially those people 
living along the Lewis and Clar k 
Trail. 

Our Foundation is recognized as the 
greatest single source available from 
which to draw the expertise necessary 
to bring to fruit ion these many sug
gestions. If you are willing to take a 
par t in developing a project, contact 
me personally and I shall let you 
know how you can help. 

Being in con tact with the various 
committees, I can assure the member
ship that the wheels of the F ounda
tion are in motion. We have talented, 
ambitious crews working for us, and 
I am more confident than ever that 
this is going to be a very productive 
year. 

We Proceeded On Business Manager 
E.G. "Frenchy" Chuinard presents us 
with some solemn news with regard 
to the escalating production costs in
volving our quarterly publication. A 
projected estimate is that a 20-page 
issue for the coming year will cost 
nearly $2.50 each copy, including pro
duction, enveloping and postage. 
"Frenchy" Chuinard is t he one 
responsible for the gracious suppor t 
W e Pro ceeded On has received 
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through five annual grants (1974-
1979) totalling $12,000 from the 
Lorene Sales Higgins Charitable 
Trust of Portland, Oregon. The under
standing "Frenchy" had from this 
trust was that their contributions 
were to be "seed monies" to help get 
our quarterly pu blica ti on started. 
(See WPO, Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 7-8.) This 
generous consideration has been deep
ly appreciated, and should be credited 
for the great publication we have 
today. Because of the absence of that 
grant this year, and the escalating 
printing co s ts , I am echoing 
"Frenchy's" concern and calling upon 
Foundation members to promote new 
memberships and to help publicize the 
availability of the remaining 
" Meriwether Lewis and Our Dog 
Scannon" bronze created by world 
renowried sculptor, Bob Scriver, and 
underwritten by Wilbur Werner and 
" Boo" MacGilvra , of the ad hoc 
Bronze Committee, for the purpose of 
funding and perpetuating We Pro
ceeded On. 
Secretary Hazel Bain informs me that 
we are beginning the year with 31 new 
members who have joined the Foun
dation since last August's annual 
meeting, and that renewals for about 
three-fourths of last year's members 
have ah·eady been received. I hope 
that by the time this issue of We Pro
ceeded On is ready for distribution, 
we will have received the balance of 
renewals. It has been the practice in 
the past for Foundation presidents to 
set membership goals. Mine is a sim
ple, realistic challenge: we will double 
our membership by 1981 - if each ex
isting member renews his own mem
bership and then interests one other 
person to become a member of the 
Foundation. I am going to fulfill my 
part in this challenge by simply buy
ing a membership for a bll:thday gift. 
I shall request that when our secre
tary acknowledges this gift member
ship, the new " We Proceeded On 
Prospectus" accompany the secre
tary's letter and membership card. 
This new prospectus will more fully 
acquaint the new member with our 
quality publication, and perhaps sell 
some back-issues. 

I have suggested to Hazel Bain, who 
is also Chairman of our Membership 
Committee, that her committee de
sign, and propose to the Board of 
Directors for approval, a gift member
ship acknowledgement card . This 
would acknowledge a gift member
ship, state the occasion for the gift, 
and provide the recipient with the 
name of the person providing the gift. 

The activities and the poten tial of our 
Foundation are becoming increas
ingly r ecognized by organizations and 
individua ls around the country. The 
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Joslyn Museum Can't from Page 1 
at Joslyn Art Museum, a loan exhibit from the collection is circulated to other museums, 
libraries and universities. 

PRINCE MAXIMILIAN OF WIED (1782-1867) 
Prince Alexander Philip Maximilian, of the German principality of Wied on the Rhine 
River, was a naturalist-scientist of extensive training. In 1815-17 he journeyed through 
Brazil, where his contact with Indians there whetted his interest in ethnology. 

ln 1832 he embarked on a similar venture to the American West with the objective of 
observing and writing about the ethnology, flora and fauna of the primitive land and 
its Indian population. He took with him an artist, Karl Bodmer, to make a precise pictorial 
record to go with his scientific text. 

The party set ::mt from St. Louis in the spring of 1833 on the fur trading steamboat, 
Yellowstone, and travelled up the Missouri River on an odyssey of adventure that took 
them past many forts in Indian country to the upper reaches of the river in Montana. 
The return trip was made the following year. 

KARL BODMER (1809-1893) 
Prince Maximilian's selection of Karl Bodmer, a young Swiss artist, was a perceptive 
choice. Schooled in the European tradition of fine draftsmanship, Bodmer at 23 was 
well qualified to execute drawings from life which would be as t ruthful as Maximilian's 
text. 

Showing infinite skill with pencil and watercolor, Bodmer accurately depicted the flora, 
fauna and ethnology through river scenes, wild animal studies and tribal villages where 
he caught the bold, clear likenesses of the Indians .... 

. .. After the journey to North America, Bodmer moved to France, where he lived for 
the most part in Paris, Compiegne and Barbizon, until his death. Although his later 
years brought him recognition and success, the opinion is widely held that the work he 
did in America is not only the most interesting portion of his career, but also the most 
characteristic expression of his talent. 

All the material in the collection was found in excellent condition at Neuwied 
Castle, Germany, Prince Maximilian's bll:thplace. Bodmer also supervised the 
process of translating many of his paintings into engravings for the atlas. Of 
the 427 watercolors done by Bodmer on the expedition, only 228 have ever been 
reproduced for publication. His art work together with the Prince's voluminous 
records which were assembled for his two-volume travel book - his djaries, corre
spondence, maps and reference books - are now all a part of an exceptionally 
excit ing collection at the Josyln Art Museum. 

This feature for next August's annual meeting is being arranged by our Founda
tion Director Mildred Goosman, who prior to her recent retirement was Curator 
of the Western Collections at Joslyn. Her tenure on the museum's staff spanned 
a period of thirty years of service and study a t this great art institut ion. 

Northem Natural Gas Co. Collections - Joslyn Art Museum 

Belle Vue - Major Dougherty's Agency, Karl Bodmer Watercolor 1833. At the 
site of present Bellevue, Nebraska (near Omaha) 
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Pres. Message Continued 

significance of our Foundation in the 
development of the historic Lewis and 
Clark Trail is apparent. Nevertheless, 
the sustenance and potent ial of our 
Foundation still depends upon the 
continued support of each of us - our 
expertise, our membership promo
tions, and our perennial encour
agement to those who give so much 
to this "labor of love". 

Bob Saindon, President 

Moulton To Be Speaker -
For 12th Annual Banquet 

Ga1·y E. Moulton, editor for the Jour
nals of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion project at t he Love Library, Uni
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln (see 
WPO, Vol. 5, No. 4, p. 17) has accepted 
Foundation President Bob Saindon's 
invitation to be the speaker for the 
12th Annual Banquet, August 22, 
1980. 

Foundation members will be eager to 
hear of the plans for a new publica
tion of the journals of the Expedition. 
It has been seventy-five years since 
Reuben Gold Thwaites provided stu
dents and enthusiasts of the Expedi
tion with the unabridged edition of 
the journals. Editor Moulton will be 
able to unfold at least the preliminary 
plans for this new ten volume, nine 
year project. 

Gary, a member of the Foundation, 
will be the subject of the "Foundation 
Personality" feature in the May issue 
of We Proceeded On. 

Back-Issues of WPO 
Occasiona lly we have requests 
for back issues of our publica
tion. Only a limited number of 
each issue is printed over and 
above the qu antity required for 
our membership mailings. Since 
our printing and mailing costs 
amount to about $1.40 eac h 
copy, back-issues, when avail
able, will be supplied at $1.50 
each to Foundation members, 
and $2.00 each to non-members. 
Address inquiries to the WPO 
Business Manager, the Editor, 
or to the Foundation's Secre
tary. Addresses are listed in the 
"Publisher's Plate" on page 2. 
Your check or money-order 
sh ou ld be made out to the 
Foundation. 

Montana News Note 

Both Past President Wilbur Werner, 
Cut Bank, Montana and Honorary 
Past President and Foundation Direc
tor "Boo" MacGilvra, Butte, Mon
tana, have supplied We Proceeded On 
with news clips from the Great Falls 
Tribune, the Lewistown News-Argus, 
the Butte Montana Standard, The 
Billings Gazette, the Helena Record, 
and the Missoula Missoulian. These 
newspaper headlines read: "BLM Ac
quires Historic Site", "BLM Buys 
Steamboat Point Site'', and "Historic 
Point Sold To BLM". 

The Associated Press release, date
lined Loma [Montana), January 15, 
1980 reads: 

Steamboat Point, a historic spot at the 
confluence of the Marias River with the 
Missouri River east of Loma has been 
sold to the Bureau of Land Management 
by the Wood Family, owners of the Wood 
River Ranch.' 

Members of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion in 1805 [June 3rd to 11th] spent days 
at the site trying to determine whether 
to go up the Marias or continue their 
course a long the Missouri in an effort to 
find which river would provide passage to 
the Pacific Ocean.C2J From a small bluff, 
a person can still look up both stream 
channels. 

"I just want to see that somebody has 
the Point who can do something right 
with it," commented Jim Wood on the 
day of the transaction. His son Gar, an 
archaeologist, noted that the purchase of 
Steamboat Point by the United States 
"offers a significant opportunity for en
hancement and stabilization of the site." 

Arriving at the confluence of the two 
rivers, the exploring party spent nine 
days of frustration and indecision. 

1. Readers should not confuse this Wood River 
Ranch with Wood River, Illinois, t he starting 
point of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the 
party's winter establishment from December 13, 
1803 to May 14, 1804. 

[2.] The Associated Press's statement is not quite 
correct. President Jefferson's instructions to his 
Captains J'ead: "In the journey you which you 
are about to undertake for the discovery of the 
courses and sources of tbe Missouri, and the most 
convenient water communication from thence 
[the "sources"] to the Pacific ocean .. . " 
(Thwaites, Original Journals ... , Vol. 8, p. 254; 
Jackson, Letters ... , p. 105.) Therefore, the Cap
tains' decision at the confluence of the Marias 
River was not "which river would provide passage 
to the Pacific ... " but, which of the two water
ways was the true Missouri River. This is mani
fested by Lewis's journal quotation which ap
pears further along in this text. 
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During the long winter at their Fort 
Mandan (near today's Wash burn, 
North Dakota) they interrogated the 
Indians with regard to the Missouri 
River and its tributaries, to the west 
of them, and nothing the Indians told 
them agreed with what they found 
here! Captain Lewis's journal for 
June 3, 1805, reads as follows : 

This morning early we passed over and 
formed a camp ... by the junction of the 
two rivers .. . an interesting question was 
now to be determined; which of these 
rivers was the Missouri, or that river 
which the Minnetares [the Indians con
sulted at Fort Mandan] callAmahte Arz 
zha or Missouri, and which they de
scribed to us as approaching very near to 
the Columbia River. to mistake the 
stream at this period of the season ... 
to ascend [the wrong stream] ... and 
then be obliged to return and take the 
other stream would not only loose us the 
whole of this season but would probably 
dishearten the party that it might defeat 
the expedition altogether. 

In addition to sending reconnaissance 
parties up both waterways, the Cap
tains probably ascended the small 
bluff near present day Loma which af
forded them ·a fine view of the two 
streams and their courses.3 With re
gard to present day Marias River and 
their decision to ascend the south 
branch or the true Missouri River, 
Captain Lewis wrote: 

The whole of my' party to a man except 
myself were fully pe[r]suaided that this 
river was the Missouri, but being fully of 
opinion that it was neither the main 
stream, nor that which it would be advis
able for us to take, I determined to give 
it a name and in honour of Miss Maria 
W--d. called it Maria's River. 

In later years, when steamboats 
began to traverse the Missouri River, 
early settlers and rivermen gave the 
landmark, used by the Captains as an 
observation point, the name of 
"Steamboat P oint". In his letter with 
the newspaper clippings, "Boo" Mac
Gilvra added the information that 
during the steamboat days" .. . there 
was a party of eight 'woodhawks ' 
camped near the Point where they 
were cutting wood to sell to the 
steamboat captains, and the Black
feet Indians came along and killed 'em 
all." 

Mr. Bill Bishop, BLM Information 
Officer, writing for the Lewistown 

3. The two Captains each led a side-exploration: 
Lewis on the "Northern branch" (the Marias) for 
about 60 miles , with Sergeant Pryor, Drouillard, 
Shields, Windsor, Cruzatte, and Lapage; Clark 
on the "South fork" (the Missouri) for about 55 
miles, with Sergeant Gass, Joseph Field, Reuben 
Field, Shannon, and York. 

4. When Lewis says "my party" he is obviously 
referring to the six men who accompanied him 
on the reconnaissance on the "Northern branch". 
See footnote 3 ante. 
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News-Argus makes the following ob
servations: 

Living on and working a piece of country, 
like the Wood family has for 40 years, 
often creates a fierce pride and strong 
sense of stewardship for the land. Televi
sion and movies have made some at
tempts to capture those qualities in the 
"Westerns". 

But dramatic attempts almost always are 
pale compared to the real thing - like 
a ranching family caring so much about 
their heritage that they want to see it pre
served for, and shared with, anyone who 
might be interested in the history of Mon
tana and the Missouri River. 

"I want to thank you," John Fields, 
BLM's Lewistown District Manager said 
to the Wood Family, "on beha lf of all the 
people we hope will see this site. It's going 
to mean a lot to a ll of us. This is our 
first acquisition along the Missouri River 
and it's certainly one of the most impor
tant." 

According to Jim Arthur, BLM's realty 
specialist, "Public ownership of signifi
cant historical or scenic sites depends en
tirely upon the willingness on the land
owner." 

A total of 149 miles of the Missouri River, 
between Fort Benton and James Kipp 
State Park, has been designated a Wild 
and Scenic River, but they might have 
added "Incredibly Historical" as well. 

There were centuries of native American 
activity a long its banks long before Lewis 
and Clark's ancestors set foot on this con
tinent. I ts waters flowed past early white 
settlements. Buffalo, elk, and domestic 
livestock have had its water to drink. Evi
dence of human history is thick along the 
River's banks. 

At least one small piece of that incredible 
history, Steamboat Point, will be pre
served because the Wood family felt that 
it was important enough to share with 
the rest of us. 

Along with the newspaper clippings 
from Wilbur Werner was a copy of his 
letter to Mr. Jim Wood. In comment
ing on the Wood family's involvement 
in the transfer of Steamboat Point to 
BLM, Wilbur wrote: 

As one person who has had a long and 
deep interest in the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition, I wish to express my gratitude 
to you and your family for making this 
land available ... for the purposes of de
veloping the site and particularly the 
placing there of interpretive signs. 

It is a person like yourself and members 
of your family that have a sense and ap
preciation of history that contributes so 
much towards the preservation of our his
torical past. 

Foundation President Saindon has 
sent a similar letter to the Wood fami
ly. Members desiring to write may 
address their letters to : Mr. Jim 
Wood, Wood River Ranch, Loma, 
Montana 59460. 
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An 1894 Monograph About Sgt. Floyd's1 Journal 
A recent letter to the editor from 
former Foundation Director Edward 
Ruisch,2 Sioux City, Iowa, t ells of his 
discovery, in his local library, of a 
publication titled: The New Found 
Journal of Sergeant Charles Floyd: A 
Sergeant Under Captains Lewis and 
Clark. The author of this monograph, 
James Davie Butler,3 first presented 
this dissertation as a paper at the 
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Ameri
can Antiquarian Society, held in Bos
ton, April 25, 1894. The printed ver
sion of this paper, uncovered by Mr. 
Ruisch in the Sioux City Library, also 
includes an unabridged transcript of 
Floyd's journal,4 and carries on its 

1. Sergeant Charles F loyd, one of the four ser
geants for the Expedition, was one of the "nine 
young men from Kentucky", as the Captains so 
often referred to this group of enlisted personnel. 
Most biographical sketches estimate his year of 
birth to be between 1780 and 1785. Donald Jack
son in his Letters of the Lewis and Clark Expedi
tion, with Related Documents . . . , p. 370, provides 
a singular year of 1782. Floyd probably enlisted 
with the Expedition in Kentucky on or about Au
gust 1, 1803. Olin Wheeler in his The Trail of 
Lewis and Clark - 1804-1904, pp. 83-91 provides 
considerable biographical information concern
ing tbe young sergeant. On August 20, 1804, Ser
geant Floyd became the only casualty of the his
toric enterprise. It is medically reasonable that 
he died of an attack of acute appendicitis. 
Members of the party buried their comrade on 
the date of his death on a bluff (Floyd's Bluff) 
near present Sioux City, Iowa. For additional bio
graphical material and the details of the ser
geant's death, see, Chuinard, E. G., M.D., Only 
One Man Died: The Medical Aspects of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, The Arthur Clark Co., 
Glendale, CA, 1969, pp. 228-243. See also : 
Cutright, Paul R. and Brodhead, Michael J ., "Dr. 
E lliott Coues and Sergeant Charles Floyd", in We 
Proceeded On, Vol. 4, No. 3, July 1978, pp. 6-10. 

2. See We Proceeded On, "Foundation Personal
ity", Vol. 2, No. 2, pp. 14-15. 

3. James Davie Butler, born in Vermont (1815-
1905), was an educator, lecturer, writer, and or
dained minister (Congregational, 1840). He was 
professor of ancient languages, Norwich Universi
ty, VT (1845-1847); pastor, Congregational 
Churches, Wells River, VT, Peabody, MA, and 
Cincinnati, OH (1848-1853); occupied chair of an
cient languages, Wabash College, IN (1854-1858); 
similar title, University of WI (1858-1867). From 
1868 until his death in 1905, he traveled extensi
vely, contributed to periodical literature, and de
voted himseU to lecturing and preaching. One of 
his most popular lectures was titled "Prehistoric 
Wisconsin". From his text, concerning Lewis and 
Clark's Sergeant Floyd, we may conclude that 
he befriended Dr. Lyman C. Draper and Dr. Reu
ben G. Thwaites, historians and secretaries of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, while he was teach
ing at the University of Wisconsin. 

4. This (in 1894) was the first printed transcript 
of Floyd's handwritten journal. In 1904, Reuben 
T hwaites, who edited the Original Journals of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition (see fn. 1,post.), 
included Sergeant Floyd's J ournal in Volume 
VII, pp. 3-26, of this work. In his Volume I, p. 
lv, Thwaites makes the statement that Floyd's 
journal " ... eventually became the property of 
the Wisconsin Historical Society. With many tex
tual errors in transcription, it was published in 
1894 in the Proceedings of the American Anti
quarian Society, wi th an introduction by James 
Davie Butler." 
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title page t he information: "Worches
ter, Mass., U.S.A., Press of Charles 
Hamilton, 311 Main Street, 1894", 
with the further statement that the 
publication derived "From Proceed
ings of the American Antiquarian So
ciety ... " Ed Ruisch's correspondence 
reminded the editor that he also had 
a copy of this 1894 publication in his 
library that he had acquired from a 
Boston bookseller in 1970. The rec
ords show that the purchase price was 
$20.00 for the thirty page monograph, 
and the bookseller's comment when 
quoting the price was that: "Only a 
small edition of this reprint was made 
in 1894." 

Remembering that our Foundation 
meets for this year's 12th Annual 
Meeting in Omaha, Nebraska and 
Sioux City, Iowa (with an excursion 
planned to the nearby Sergeant Floyd 
Monument), the editor's perusal of 
this interesting and somewhat rare 
monograph was done in the hope that 
perhaps it might contain something in 
author Butler's text that might be 
timely and worthy of republication in 
We Proceeded On. In reviewing this 
text for the first time in ten years, it 
appears that it does contain some in
formation about the preservation of 
Floyd's journal. However, it is quite 
apparent that Butler falls short in his 
overly detailed and exerted search of 
Floyd's documentation in an attempt 
to show that it provides information 
not contained in the other journalists' 
writ ings. 

In fairness to Butler we must concede 
that two of the Expedition's journals, 
Sergeant Floyd and Private White
house, were not extant in 1894 and did 
not surface until several years later.• 

5. Sergeant John Ordway's journal was pur
chased, after the return of the exploring party, 
by Captains Lewis and Clark, and was placed in 
the hands of Nicholas Biddle for his use while 
he was deve loping the narrative about the Expe
dition in 1812-1814. When the Captains' codices 
were turned over to the American Philosophical 
Society for safe keeping by Biddle in 1818 (Jack
son, Donald; Letters . ... , p. 635-636), the Ordway 
document was witheld with the intention of re
turning it to William Clark. Misplaced among the 
papers of Biddle, it did not surface until 1913, 
when a grandson of Biddle's discovered it. The 
journal was sent to the Wisconsin Historical Soci
ety where it was edited by historican Milo M. 
Quaife, and published in one volume together 
with Captain Lewis's fragmentary 1803 Ohio 
River Journal, by the State Historical Society of 
Wisco nsin as: The Journals of Captain 
Meriwether Lewis and Sergeant John Ordway, 
in 1916. Today the original manuscript is with 
the Captains' journals at the American Philo
sophical Society, Philadelphia. 

Private Joseph Whitehouse's journal was pur
chased by Thwaites' publisher, the Dodd, Mead 
and Co., in 1903, and was published in the 1904 
Original Journals (see fn. 7, post.), Volume Vil, 
pp. 29-190. Thwaites (Volume l, p. lv) states that 
his publisher purchased the manuscript from a 



Today when we compare the Floyd, 
Ordway and Whitehouse journals we 
are able to observe their close similar
ity in many instances and almost 
draw a conclusion that these three in
dividuals may have co-authored their 
writings. Therefore, Floyd's observa
tions set down in his journal were not 
as unique, at the time of Butler's 
study in 1894, as they appear to be 
when compared with the Ordway and 
Whitehouse journals today! Further, 
Butler may be faulted for not making 
a detailed comparison of Floyd's doc
umentation with the unabridged co
dices of the two Captains, rather than 
the narrative developed from the co
dices by Nicholas Biddle in 1814.6 It 
was not until 1904 that the Thwaites 
work,7 an edition in eight volumes, of 
"The Journal Proper" appeared. Nev
ertheless, Butler's text indicates his 
fami liarity with the 1893 Coues' 
work,8 and it is extremely doubtful 
that he would have missed Coues' 
statement that he, " ... found myself 
in possession of over 3000 pages of 
Lewis's and Clark's manuscrip t." (Ob
viously Coues had the original jour
nals in codice form at the American 
Philosophical Society in Philadel
phia.)9 It would seem that if Coues 
could gain access to these documents 
in 1893, Butler could have also. In ad
dition to the Biddle edition, he did 
have for his journal comparisons the 
paraphrnstic version of the Gass jour
nal, which had been developed from 

Mrs. Gertrude Haley of San Francisco, who stat
ed that " .. .it would appear that Whitehouse, 
when upon his death-bed (date unknown), gave 
the journal to his confessor, Canon de Vivaldi, 
who s ubsequently went as a Roman Catholic mis
sionary to Patagonia. Upon leaving the United 
States, Vivaldi deposited t he msnuscript with t he 
New York Historical Society, in whose museum 
it rested until 1893." Contin uing his annotation, 
Thwaites, indicates t hat Mrs. Haley's husband, 
on a chance encounter with the missionary, ad
vanced money to Vivaldi and in return received 
an order on the New York Society for the journal. 
At sometime prior to meeting t he missionary, the 
historian Hubert Bancroft had told Haley that 
the journal of Whitehouse would be of great 
value. Acquiring the document in 1894, it re
mained with the Haleys, and after Mr. Haley's 
death, Mrs. Haley sold the manuscript to Dodd, 
Mead and Co. in 1903. 

6. Biddle, Nicholas, and Allen, Paul; History of 
the Expedition Under the Command of Captains 
Lewis and Clark, Bradsford and Inskeep, Phila
delphia, 1814. 

7. Thwaites, Reuben G. (Editor); Original Jour
nals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804-
1806, Dodd, Mead & Co., N.Y., 1904. 

8. Coues, Elliott (Editor); History of the Expedi
tion Under the Command of Lewis and Clark 
... , Francis P. Harper, N.Y., 1893 . 

9. When Biddle completed his work on the narra
tive, which he based on the original journals, the 
original manuscripts remained in his hands until 
Jefferson requested that they be turned over to 
the Society for safe keeping. For details see: Jack
son, Donald (Editor); Letters of the L ewis and 
Clark Expedition, with Related Documents, 1783-
1854, Univ. of Illinois Press, Urbana, 1962 (Sec
ond Edition, 1978). pp. 619, 623, 634, 635, 636. 

Sergeant Gass's original manuscript 
by David McKeehan in 1807.'° Close 
inspection of this Gass journal will re
veal that it too has similarities to the 
writings of Floyd, Ordway, and 
Whitehouse. 

Two examples of Butler's laborious 
attempt to make his point (with anno
tations by the editor) follow: 

From Butler's text, pages 11, 12: 

The first line of Floyd - that "Captain 
Cla1·k set out at 3 o'clock P.M. for the 
Westem Expedition," states the fact un
known from any other source. Gass is si
lent about the hour of starting, and Bid
dle's words that "they were not able to 
set sail before 4 P.M." must lead to the 
false inference concerning the hour and 
the distance as well, unless his meaning 
is that they were first able to exchange 
rowing for sailing. For Biddle calls the 
first day's advance four miles. He must 
either mean four miles by sails, or he con
tradicts Gass, who states the distance 
made on the first day as six miles, and 
his statement is confirmed by Floyd. 

Editor's note: Having only Biddle's 
text, Butler only refers to Biddle's "4 
P.M." and "4 miles". Had he had 
access to Clark's codex, he would have 
noted that Biddle sourced the time of 
day and the distance traveled from 
Clark. In the two journals that came 
to light (Whitehouse in 1903 and Ord
way in 1913 - fn. 5 ante.) several years 
after Butler's 1894 treatise, both Pri
vate Whitehouse and Sergeant Ord
way follow Floyd by giving the time 
as 3 P.M. and the distance traveled 
as 6 miles. Therefore, Biddle, taking 
his information from ClaTk, stands 
alone against the documentation of 
the other four journalists, whose writ
ings we have today! 

From Butler's text, pages 11, 12: 

Nothing in Biddle's nanative, until the 
seventh day, would lead a reader to sus
pect what is plain from the first line of 
Floyd - that Capt. Lewis was not with 
t he party from the start. Nor could the 
date of hls first appearance among them 
be ascertained before the discovery of 
Floyd's diary, in which it is mentioned 
as the great event of May 19th. Gass 
would lead us to think that earlier[,] and 
Biddle later [.] than was the fact. Gass 
says Capt. Lewis "was to join them in 

10. It was Patrick Gass who was elected to be 
a sergeant by members of the party upon the 
death of Sergeant Floyd. Upon the return of the 
Expedition, Gass placed his original journal 
manuscript in t he hands of a David McKeehan, 
a bookseller, school teacher, and lawyer, who 
both wrote the paraphrastic version of the journal 
and published the one volume edition in 1807. 
The handwritten original manuscript is not ex
tant. McKeehan t itled his volume: A Journal of 
the Voyages a·nd Travels of a Corps of Discovery 
Under the Comm.and of Capt. Lewis and Capt. 
Clarke ..... By Patrick Gass, One of the Persons 
Em.ployed in the Expedition. Pittsburgh, printed 
by Zadok Cramer, for David M'Keehan, Publish
e r and Proprietor .... 1807. There have been 
many reprint editions. 

-6-

two or three days" aftJ:!r the 14th of May, 
while Biddle's chronicle begins on May 
21, by saying that "being joined by Cap
tain Lewis we set sail" as if that were the 
day of his coming, when in truth he had 
been with them two days already, as we 
learn from Floyd, and from Floyd only. 

Editor's note: Butler provides really 
nothing positive about the date of 
Lewis's arrival on May 19th as de
tailed by Floyd (and interestingly 
enough by Whitehouse and Ordway). 
The fact is that bad Butler referred 
to Clark's codex in Philadelphia he 
would have noted that Clark gave the 
date as May 20th (as does his Field 
Notes discovered in the attic of a 
dwelling in St. Paul, Minnesota in 
1953, and edited by: Osgood, Ernest 
S.; The Field Notes of Captain Wil
liam Clark, Yale University Press, 
New Haven, 1964, pp. 43, 216.) Biddle, 
while he did not note Lewis's arrival 
on the 20th, begins his narrative for 
May 21st by saying: "Being joined by 
Captain Lewis who had been detained 
by business in St. Louis, we set sail 
... " (Biddle might have better said: 
"Being joined yesterday by Captain 
Lewis who had been detained by busi
ness in St. Louis, we set sail . .. ") 

If Butler's discourse falls short with 
respect to the forgoing, his mono
graph does prove of value, since he 
makes the effort to detail the travels 
of Floyd's manuscript journal from 
the time of Floyd's death, August 20, 
1804, until its rediscovery in 1893, and 
his publication of the journal in his 
monograph in 1894, ninety years after 
the Sergeant's unfortunate death. 

On April 7, 1805, the Captains and 
thirty-one individuals left their Fort 
Mandan (present North Dakota) to 
proceed upstream on the Missouri 
River for the journey to the Pacific 
Ocean. On the same date the Captains 
dispatched the keelboat downstream 
to St. Louis with ten to fifteen persons 
aboard under the command of Cor
poral Warfington." Included in the 
vessel's cargo were dispatches to Pres
ident Jefferson, maps, collected speci
mens, and other articles considered to 
be encumbrances or no longer re
quired for the westbound journey. 
Without a doubt, Sergeant Floyd's 
brief journal was among the 
dispatches, since Lewis's letter to t he 
presiden t stated: "I have sent a jour
nal kept by one of the Sergeants to 
Capt. Stoddard, my agent in St. Louis, 
in order, as much as possible, to multi
ply the chances of saving something." 
Butler surmises that Captain Stod
dard 's instructions were to forward 
the journal to the sergeant's fa ther in 

11. See Coues (fn. 8, ante.), Vol. I, pp. 258-260, 
rn. 9. 
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Kentucky .12 In searching out the 
movement of the journal, in bis Anti
quarian Society paper (page 8), Butler 
says: 

As this journal was sent to St. Louis in 
the same boat with grape-seeds for Capt. 
Clark's sister, and a letter to his brother
in-law, at LouisvilJe [Kentucky], it is not 
unlikely that Floyd's writing was speedily 
transmitted to his father. In the judge
ment of the President of the Kentucky 
Historical Society, R.T. Durrett, whom 
I have consulted [in 1894), Sergeant 
Floyd's father owned a farm on Mill 
Creek at Pond settlement [a community], 
Jefferson County, a few miles from Louis
ville. Capt. Clark's letter just mentioned 
- the autograph of which is held by the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, .. .'3 was no 
doubt forwarded from St. Louis to Louis
ville [in 1806) at the first opportunity. It 
is possible that the Floyd journal went 
[to Louisville] with this [Clark's] letter. 

Farther along in bis text, Butler indi
cates that the Cla1·k letter and the 
Floyd journal h ad been brought to 
Madison, Wisconsin by an early secre
tary of the Wisconsin Historical Soci
ety, Lyman C. Draper , in about 1854. 
It might be implied from Butler's text 
that it was his, and the Kentucky His
torical Society president's conclusion 
that the Floyd journal h a d not been 
separated from the Clark letter by ei
ther Captain Stoddard in St. Louis, or 
by Clark's sister or brother-in-law in 
Louisville, and therefore was never re
ceived by Sergeant Floyd 's father, and 
that t h e documents remained to
gether a nd were acquired by the Wis
consin societ y's Draper, at the same 
t ime and place. The other interpreta
tion is that Draper m ay have come 
across the two documents separately, 
when he was on a rare document ac
quisition search in the state of Ken
t ucky. 

In any event, we must include J ames 
Butle r' s a ppraisa l of Lyman C. 
Draper, whom h e implies was an in
tense, but somewhat strange collec
tor. Butler (page 8) writes: 

... On the 3rd of February, 1893, the jour
nal of Sergeant Floyd came to light in 
the Wisconsin Historical Society at Mad
ison. This book was found without being 
sought for, and so was the greater sur
prise. T he present Secretary [in 1893) 
Reuben G. Thwaites," one of our asso
ciates, was examining a high pile of note
books written by the earliest Secretary, 

12. There is no direct statement that Lewis in
structed Capt. Stoddard to forward the sergeant's 
journal to Jefferson. Butler 's deduction is that 
there mus t have been some inst ructions to send 
the document to Floyd's father in Kentucky, 
since the item did get to Kentucky where it was 
finally found. See quota t ion from Butler's mono
graph. 

13 . Butler's monograph reproduces Captain 
Clark's letter in his "Appendix", p. 16. 

14. See fn. 4, ante. 
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Lyman C. Draper . . . On opening one of 
them, not unlike its fellows in size and 
appearance, the first words that met the 
eye were as follows: 

"A Journal commenced at River Dubois 
Monday, May 14, 1804. Showery day, 
Capt. Clark set out at 3 o'clock P.M. for 
the Western expidition .... " 

The fact that the journal terminated 
on August 18, 1804, two days before 
Floyd's unfortunate death, together 
with the name "CHAs FLOYD" in
side the back cover, left little doubt 
concerning the documents identifica
tion. Butler's text (pages 7, 8; 10) con
t inues: 

The record is self-evidencing. No one can 
read a page without confessing its genu
ineness. 

One thing at first staggered me, namely 
that Mr. Draper, who had through a gen
eration known me well, and also my in
terest in the discovery of our trans-Mis
souri, had never spoken to me of Floyd's 
journal. But this reticence became less 
mysterious as I considered what manner 
of man my friend Draper was. 

The eyes, the thoughts, the heart of a 
miser are not so much on the havings he 
has hoarded [,] as on those outside which 
he hopes for. Draper was a colossal collec
tor. His first earnings were spent on a fire
proof building, in which he stored his ac
cumulations. Everything rich and rare, 
historically speaking, he did his utmost 
to shut in behind his iron doo1·. But when 
it was once garnered there and his will 
made bequeathing it to the Historical So
ciety, he turned his back on it and had 
no eyes save for new conquests . . .. 

His amiable insanity was humored, and 
the more it was known that whatever was 
given him would find a niche where it 
would be safe and most appreciated. It 
seems now clear that whoever vouchsafed 
Floyd's notes by the way, to Dr. Draper, 
building wiser than he knew, placed them 
where t hey would do most good. 

In conclusion we may say that James 
Davie Butler, despite his attempts to 
overstate the value of the contents of 
Floyd's journal, from the standpoint 
of its supply ing information omitted 
by the other journalists, did provide: 
1. A recapitulation of the travels a nd 
preser vation of the Sergean t 's jour
nal; 15 a nd 2, included the first pub
lish ed text of Floyd's journal, to
gether with the material h e presented 
in his paper, in t he Proceedings of the 
American Antiquarian Society, pub
lished in Boston, August 25, 1894. 

15. The origina l hand written journal is in the 
archives of the State Historical Society of Wis
consin. 
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Valley County Announces 
Ambitious 1980 Program 
The Valley County Lewis and Clark 
Trail Society (northeast Montana) 
have distributed 2500 bookmarks to 
school, libraries, and individuals in 
their area. In addition to directing at
tention to the l 75th anniversary of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 
northeast Montana, the bookmark 
lists a busy year's activities related to 
the Expedition for the local society 
and the interested public. 

On January 17, 1980 the Volume 4, 
No. 3 issue of the society's publication 
A Squawl of Wind was issued. This 
was also the date for the organiza
tion's first 1980 quarterly meet ing. 
The program for that evening fea
tured the BLM audio /visual presen
tation "Lewis and Clark in the Mon
tana White Cliff Area". 

Events scheduled for the balance of 
the year are listed on the bookmark 
and in the quarterly publication as 
follows: 

April 5-6, Field trip to Fort Mandan, 
North Dakota; April 7, Commemorative 
postal cover to be issued from Fort Man
dan, to celebrate the 175 anniversary of 
the Expedition departing from there in 
1805; April 17, publication date for a 
quarterly issue of A Squawl of Wind, and 
for the second 1980 quarterly meeting of 
the Society; April 26, postal cover to be 
issued to commemorate the l 75th anni
versary of the Expedition reaching the 
Yellowstone River; April 27, celebration 
at Fort Union and postal cover to be is
sued to commemorate the 175th anniver
sary of the Expedition reaching present 
Montana ; May 8, celebration at the 
mouth of Milk River and postal cover to 
be issued to commemorate the naming of 
Milk River; May 10, field trip to collect 
plant specimens described in the Expedi
tion's journals, picnic at the May 8, 1805 
campsite and a Lewis and Clark slide 
presentation at the Fort Peck Kiwanis 
Park Campground; May 24, renaming 
celebration for Sacagawea River at 
Crooked Creek Recreation Area (see 
WPO, Vo. 5, No. 4, page 16), commemo
rative postal cover to be issued; June 14-
15, field trip to Pompeys Pillar (Yellow
stone River near Billings, Montana); 
July 17, publication date for a quarterly 
issue of A Squaw[ of Wind, and for the 
third 1980 quarterly meeting of the Soci
ety; August 20-22, Twelft h Annual Meet
ing of the national Lewis and Clark Trail 
Heritage Foundation, Inc., Omaha, Ne
braska-Sioux City, Iowa; October 16, 
publication date for a quarterly issue of 
A Squawl of Wind, and for the fourth 
quarterly meeting of the Society. · 

The Valley County Lewis a nd Clark 
Trail Society is to be con gratulated 
for t heir ambitious program for 1980. 



The heroic size Montana Lewis & Clark Memorial stands on the Missouri River levee at Fort Benton, 
Montana. The Captains' figures are 12 feet tall, and the bronze casting weighs 21h tons. A Montana 
Bicentennial project involving $450,000, and executed by Montana sculptor Bob Scriver, the Memorial 
was dedicated June 13, 1976, 171 years to the day that the Expedition was in the Fort Benton 
area. 
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"Explorers At The Marias" 

Sculptor Scriver's Mark On History And Artistry 

For The Lewis And Clark Memorial At Fort Benton, Montana 

By John G. Lepley1 

Bob Scriver not only sets artistic goals for himself which most mortals would consider impossible, he regrets that 
he didn't start sooner. Although he still loves music, the fact that he invested at least two decades of his young 
manhood to learning, teaching and performing it leaves him with some nostalgia. For although he was and is 
a talented musician and teacher, Bob Scriver's really awesome gift is for sculpture. He didn't find it out until 
he had passed his forti.eth birthday. 

Vivian A. Paladin, in a publication titled Scriver, published by the Montana Historical Society, Helena, 1972. 
Vivian Paladin is Editor Emeritus, Montana, the Magazine of Western History. 

One of the tense moments during the 
1804-1806 Lewis and Clark Expedition 
was the decision as to which fork of 
the Missouri River, in north-central 
Montana, led west to the mountains 
and ultimately to the Pacific. None of 
the maps carried by the party showed 
the large river (which the explorers 
named "Maria 's River")2 flowing in 
from the west, and the Indians had 
made no mention of such a large wa
terway during their discussions with 
the Captains." In June of 1805 both 
rivers flowed bank-full with the spring 
run off, as a r esult, the Expedition re
mained at the confluence of the two 
rivers for ten days before a decision 
was reached. In their epic struggle 
west no decision was of greater impor
tance than the one made at this place. 
If the wrnng route had been taken, it 
would have delayed their crossing of 
the Rockies un til winter - resulting 

1. Foundation member John (Jack) Lepley, an 
educator residing in Fort Benton, Montana, has 
the great good fortune of living along the most 
exciting and spectacular segment of the famous 
Expedit ion's Trail. All the more so, because re
cent congressional legislation has preserved some 
150 miles of the historical and scenic Missouri 
River from Fort Benton to James Kipp State 
Park (Robinson Bridge), known as the Missouri 
Wild and Scenic River Region (See WPO, Vol. 
2, No. 3, pp. I, 3; Vol. 2, No. 4, p. 5; Vol. 4, No. 
1, p. 2; and Vol. 4, No. 4, p. 12). Lepley served 
as chairman for the Governor's Bicentennial 
Lewis and Clark Memorial Committee during the 
four year period of the development of this bicen
tennial project. This, of course, included many 
hours of conversation and planning with sculptor 
Bob Scriver (see WPO, Vol. 2, No. 1, pp. 1, 3; 
Vol. 2, No. 3, pp. 6, 7; Vol. 3, No. 3, pp. 1, 3). 
Jack is also a director and historian for the Lewis 
and Clark Cruise Co. who conduct tours on this 
scenic and historic segment of the Missouri R iver. 

2. Today this is the Marias River which dis
charges into the Missouri River at Loma, Chou
teau County, Montana. See T hwaites, Jour
nals .. ., Vol. 2, p. 130; Coues, History of the Expe
dition .. ., Vol. 2, pp. 353, 354 fn. 1. 

3. While the Expedition waited out the winter 
1804-1805 at their Fort Mandan establishment 
near present Washburn, North Dakota, the Cap
tains carried on extensive interrogation with the 
Indians principally concerning the geography and 
waterways to the west of the Mandan Villages. 
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in certain failure of the Expedition to 
reach the Pacific coast. 

Captain Lewis's decision, after days of 
explorat ion up both forks, was a very 
unpopular one as far as the rest of the 
men were concerned. Nevertheless, 
since the Expedition was a military 
one, Lewis's order to proceed up the 
south fork was obeyed. A few days 
later all realized that they had taken 
the correct fork when they reached 
the Great Falls of the Missouri River. 
(See WPO, Vol. 2, No. 1, page 9.) 

Their quandry provided another inter
esting note to dispel the myth of the 
pathfinding ability of Sacajawea.' If 
she knew the country so well, then 
why the ten days of special explora
tion ?5Consequently, Sacajawea holds 
a lesser position in the memorial stat
ue. She is not shown to be leading or 
pointing the way as she is depicted in 
so many pictures and in the Lion and 
Cooper statues.6 In the Montana Me
morial she is portrayed in a seated po
sition, with the decision involving the 
two forks of the Missouri, resting with 
the two Captains. 

It was such considerations that led to 
the historical accuracy of the State of 
Montana Lewis and Clark Memorial, 
Fort Benton, by sculptor Bob Scriver, 
Browning, Montana. 

There has been much romanticizing 
of the members of the exploring party, 
particularly Sacajawea, in all art 

4. Editor's note: The editor has previously indi
cated WPO's policy with regard to the spelling 
of Sacagawea's name. See WPO, Vol. 1, No. 4, 
p. 4. Since this is a by-line monograph whose au
thor prefers the spelling "Sacajawea", we make 
no editorial alteration of the author's spelling. 
See also, WPO, Vol. 1, No. 3, p. 10. 

5. Sacagawea traveled along this segment of the 
Missouri River, as did the Captains and party, 
for the first time, and obviously was in no position 
to serve as a guide. See WPO, Vol. 2, No. 2, pp. 
6-8, Foundation President Bob Saindon's mono
graph: "The Abduction of Sacagawea". 

6. See illustrations and editor's notes on page 12. 
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forms. It was the wish of the artist 
and of the Montana Lewis and Clark 
Memorial Committee to have the 
statue as historically accurate as pos
sible. Bob Scriver, therefore, spent the 
first year researching all aspects of 
the statue's figures concerning size, 
features, clothing, and equipment. 
Only after nearly all questions had 
been answered, did he begin sculpting 
in clay. Many members of the Lewis 
and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
helped with those answers. A ques
tionnaire was sent out by Scriver to 
Lewis and Clark experts all across the 
country; over 75 percent were re
turned and the combined knowledge 
went into the final sculpture. 

Based upon interviews with the artist, 
let us look at the research and deci
siom1 he made in this creation of west
ern art. Facial features of the figures 
were one of the first considerations. 
From a n edition of Montana, the 
Magazine of Western History came 
copies of the known portraits and sil
houettes of the Captains.7 These were 
very important to the artist. First 
were the three-quarters view portraits 
of both Captains done by the artist 
Peale.8 These are the portraits which 
are seen most often, and they were 
painted following the return of the 
Expedition. Second were the silhou
ettes of Lewis's profile (Cutright, fn. 
7 supra says: " ... by unknown 
hands ... " , page 52). There were also 
profile portraits of both Captains 
painted by the artist Saint-Mernin 
(Cutright, fn. 7 supra, page 42). Ac
cording to Mr. Scriver, a silhouette 
or profile painting tells more about 
how one looks than a three-quarter or 
full-face view. There was just one 

(Continued on Page 11) 

7. Montona, The Magazine of Western History, 
Vol. XIX, No. 2, April 1969, "LeWis and Clark: 
Portraits and Portraitists," by Paul R. Cutright. 

8. Charles Willson Peale, noted portait painter 
(1741-1827). See WPO, Vol. 4, No. 2, p. 12. 



Intricate Details Of Scriver's Work Photographed At Fort Benton Statue 

Sacagawea's profile and earring. Lewis's powder horn and shot pouch or shot bag. 

Sacagawea's face and clothing detail. 
Clark's right hand on rifle stock in upper 
right hand corner. 

Sacagawea's knife and awl. 

Sacagawea's moccasins. 

Jean Baptiste Charbonneau ("Pomp"). 
Born Feb. 11, 1805, about 4 months old 
when Expedition arrived at the confluence 
of the Marias and Missouri Rivers. 
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Sacagawea's hand detail showing rings 
and bracelet. 

Serpent motif on Baptiste's ("Pomp's") 
blanket. 
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Captain Lewis's head, hand and telescope. Captain Clark's hand and square compass. 

Rifle detail showing Harper's Ferry Arse
nal identification on plate. 

Scriver and Memorial 
(Continued from Page 9) 

problem: the several views of Lewis 
very much coincide with each other, 
but the profile view of Clark by Saint
Memin did not match in any way the 
Peale three-quarter view of Clark. In 
the three-quarter view Clark has a 
long face; in the profile he did not. A 
compromise had to be made, and to 
quote the artist, Scriver: "Lewis was 
no problem at a ll, I think that we got 
Lewis right. But for Clark, we had to 
resort to some artistic license to get 
the look of a strong leader of men." 

Next came the genera l body types. 
Lewis was tall and slender, but had 
to be well-muscled and athletic to do 
what he did. From later pictures of 
Clark as Governor of t he Missouri ter
ritory, he appeared broad-shouldered, 
more robust and of stocky build. 
Scriver's next problem was to find two 
body types that fit the Captains. This 
he did in the body forms of Bob Evans 
of Browning for Lewis and Jim Brous
seau of Kalispell for Clark. 
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Pistol detail on Lewis's belt. 

The artist commented about Saca
jawea after looking at many statues 
and pictures of her: "I think tha t they 
glorify her, want to make her look like 
a Holly wood starlet . ... most of them 
looked like a white girl wearing a 
buckskin dress." Since there are no 
known sketches or paintings of her 
during her lifetime it was impossible 
to know exactly what to portray, but 
Scriver definitely wanted her to ap
pear as a Shoshoni Indian. At one 
time he planned to go to Fort Hall 
(Indian Reservation in Shoshoni 
country), Idaho, to find his model. As 
luck would have it, he was fortunate 
to find a young part-Shoshoni girl of 
Sacajawea's age right in Browning, 
Montana. Patty Juneau was a small, 
slender girl as Bob envisioned Saca
jawea; she looked the ty pe but he did 
not make an exact model of her. 
Patty 's sister had a four-month old 
baby boy named Shawn Gardipee who 
was just Pomp's9 age a t this point in 
the journey. 
9. J ean Bapt iste Cha rbonneau. Sacagawea's 
child. 
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Tomahawk Pipe on belt. Detail of Clark's 
hand on gun stock. 

One ticklish consideration was the 
equipment. With as many gun experts 
who seem to exist today, the a rtist 
knew that the firearms would be a 
matter that would be questioned. The 
Expedition's pistols were of t hat 
period but no actual record showed 
what ty pe they wer e. An expert did 
question Mr. Scriver's selection, but 
the a rtist successfully defended his 
choice. Scriver went against conven
tion in modeling their rifles. Other art
ists depict them with Kentucky Long 
Rifles, but according to extant records 
the Expedition was issued the then 
new 1803 H arper's Ferry Rifle. This 
the result of Captain Lewis's visit to 
the arsenal while making plans and 
assembling equipment for the enter
prise. Bob Scriver reasoned that be
cause theirs was a military expedition 
and that specific rifle was a good 
weapon in the service, it was the one 
they carried and used . A vintage 
Harper's Ferry Rifle was purchased by 
the artist so that its details would be 
correct . Today if one looks at the rifle 
held by Clark on the statue, the 



H arper's Ferry 1803 identification 
may be seen.10 

The arms and other accouterments 
were checked against the military req
uisit ion records. The E xpedition was 
issued twenty-four pipe t omahawks, 
twen ty-four rifles, etc. The toma
hawks and knives t hat were issued 
were attached to their belts. The pipe 
to m ah a wks a nd Clark's square 
compass were borrowed so that their 
details could be accurately copied. 
Lewis's telescope is extant, and the 
museum sen t photographs and exact 
measurements of it to the artist.11 It 
was a very long telescope and on the 
statue its case may be seen hanging 
on Lewis's belt. The next details to be 
resolved were cartridge cases versus 
powder h orns, and skin pou ch . A 
powder horn and pouch looked better 
so they were used at the descretion 
of the sculptor . Actual placement of 
equipment on t he men was done by 
the artist to give balance to his com
position. 

Clothing for the models of the t wo 
Captains presen ted other difficulties. 
It is known that the E xpedition had 
milita ry uniforms, but by the second 
year of travel they were either packed 
and reserved for ceremonial occasions, 
or had become worn and been discard
ed . T he more practical buckskins were 
probably worn by all members of the 
party wh en t h ey depa r ted t h ei r 
winter establishment at Fort Mandan 
in April 1805. Scriver's models of the 
two Captains were dressed in buck
skin jackets and leggings. T he leggings 
were sewn Indian style with no front 
fly. Similarly, the jackets were made 
with fringe at the seams so as to help 

10. Refer to illustra tion which shows Harpers 
Ferry identification, see page 11. 

11. Sculptor Scriver advises that the description 
and measurements related to the telescope were 
supplied him by the Denver Museum of Natural 
History who claim that they have one of the E x
pedition's telescopes. It is very possible that there 
were several telescopes carried by the exploring 
party. Olin D. Wheeler in his The Trail of Lewis 
and Clark, 1804-1904, G.P. Putnam's Sons, N.Y., 
1904, provides an illustration, Volume l, page 45, 
and his caption reads: "Telescope Used by Lewis 
on the Expedition in 1804-1806, now owned by 
C. H. Anderson, Ivy Depot, Virginia." Paul R. 
Cutright in his Lewis and Clark: Pioneering Nat
uralists, Univ. of Illinois Press, 1969, in "Appen
dix C", page 453, in a recapitulation of "Relics" 
at the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, 
which re late to the Expedition, lists:" ... English 
telescope used by Lewis on the Expedition: ... " 
Donald Jackson in his Letters of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, with Related Documents, 1783· 
1854, Univ. of Illinois Press, 1962 (2nd Edition, 
1978) in "Summary of Purchases", sub "Mathe
matical Inst ruments", page 96, list "l Six In. 
Pocket Telescope". T he pipe tomahawk, Scriver 
indicates, was borrowed fro m the Plains Indian 
Museum, Browning, Montana, and the compass 
was loaned him by a private collector , and was 
of the same type, size, a'nd manufacture as the 
square compass, said to be William Clark's, at 
the Missouri Historical Society. 

shed water . After having the buck
skins made to fi t his models, the art ist 
directed that the clothing be worn so 
that wrinkles would form and the 
clothing would have a "lived-in" ap
pearance when sculpted . 

On the bronze Memorial, Lewis is de
picted wearing a tricorn hat . Clark is 
shown bareheaded so that the t wo fig
ures do not look alike. Their military 
shoes probably were long-since worn 
out and discarded . Moccasins became 
the order of the day for the Expedi
tion, and were fabricated during the 
winter at For t Mandan. The mocca
sins also presented a problem for the 
artist: should they be shown to be 
Shoshoni or Mandan style? T he Man
dan style was chosen. 

T wo men helped the artist dress and 
equip the bronze replica of Sacajawea 
- J ohn Ewers, curator at the Smith
sonian Institute; and Ned Jacobs, an 
expert on Indian clothing. 

E xamination of the Mandan dress 
and the Shoshoni dress for that period 
revealed that they were similar. Saca
jawea's cli"ess simulates two deer skins, 
one for t he front and one for the back. 
The deer 's ta il is shown remaining on 

t he hide and is located beneath her 
neck; the deer's leg skins are depicted 
hanging down at the bottom of t he 
dress. There is some fringe on the 
shoulder seams. (T he Indians used 
mule deer skins; their black-tipped 
tails were a symbol of fertility. No 
beadwork would be found on a t ravel
ing dress as is shown by Scriver, even 
though the Expedi t ion 's I ndian 
woman is often depicted wearing 
beaded clothing in other art work.) 
The sculpt or 's Sacajawea has a wide 
squaw belt at her waist and hanging 
from it is her knife, awl case and a 
strike-o-ligh t. Her moccasins were 
Mandan style, high topped to guard 
against snake bite, brush and thorns 
and are laced up t he front. According 
to the journals she was fond of jewel
ry, so the artist gave her rings on sev
eral fingers and bracelets on her 
wrists. In one ear she wears an abalo
ne shell and around her neck is a shell 
necklace and an "iniskim" which was 
common among the Plains Indians. 
The iniskim could have religious sig
nificance or be a name-giving amulet. 

Now consider the lit tle boy on her 
back, her son J ean Baptiste Charbon
neau, whom Clark called Pomp. He is 

6. Editor's note: Other sculptors, as author Lepley indicates, have exercised ar tist's license, by greatly 
over emphasizing Sacagawea's role as a "guide" for the exploring party. 

The famous bronze Lewis, Clark, and Sacajawea 
is the work of California sculptor Henry Lion. 
Nancy Russell, after the death of her husband, 
commissioned this work and L ion faithfully re
produced in bronze Charles M. R ussell's work
sketchlwater color, which Russell had intended 
to produce in bronze. Russell made the drawing 
in 1926. The Montana State Legislature, in 1929, 
designated that, if the bronze was executed, the 
site for its installation would be at Fort Benton. 
Unfortunately no money was appropriated. 
Henry Lion's bronze is about thirty-five inches 
high. The original and a casting are in the Gil
crease Institute of A merican H istory and Art, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Other castings are extant and 
one of these is on display at the Montana Histori
cal Society, Helena. 
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Miss Alice Cooper, Denver, Colorado, working 
under the direction of the famous sculptor Lora
do Taft, created the well-known bronze, heroic 
size statue, Sacajawea. The work was done for 
the Lewis and Clark Exposition (World's Fair) 
which was held in Portland, Oregon during the 
one·hundreth anniversary of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition, 1904-1905. Eua Emery Dye, Oregon 
author of The Conquest, was the president of an 
association of women residing in Oregon and the 
"Trail States" frequented by the I ndian woman 
during the time she was a member of the explor· 
ing party. This association raised money to fund 
the statue. During the centennial exposition, on 
"Sacajawea Day", July 6, 1905, the bronze was 
unveiled on one of the terraces at the exposition 
grounds. Following the exposition, the statue was 
moued to its permanent site in Portland's Wash
ington Park. 
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a typical Indian baby with his round, 
full face. Tied in his hair is an eagle 
feather. On the back of the shawl in 
which he is carried is a very personal 
"bundle" common among the Plains 
Indians. It is a beaded, serpent-shaped 
bundle and contains the umbilical 
cord of the infant male. Had the child 
been a female, the bundle would have 
been in the shape of a turtle or lizard. 

Another question to be answered had 
to do with the manner in which Indi
an women carried a child on their 
backs wrapped in a shawl or blanket 
and still enable them to have both 
hands free. Many Plains Indian 
women used this method as it provid
ed more comfort for them when they 
were working. Mr. Scriver finally 
found an older Indian woman who 
showed him how to fold the shawl or 
blanket so as to carry the child se
curely. He then asked his model to sit 
with the baby boy on her back so that 
the folds and knot would look as it 
should. 

Obviously a great deal of research, 
time and thought were necessiu-y dur
ing the year before the statue began 
to take shape. It is felt by all associat
ed with the Memorial Project that the 
statue is as historically accurate as 
possible and still a truly beautiful 
work of art created by its artist. The 
Memorial is a tribute to the Expedi
tion as well as a welcome addition to 
western art of the United states. Bob 
Scriver h as left a mark on history and 
artistry for the people of Montana 
and to our country.'2 

12. Several art connoisseurs have named the 
Lewis and Clark Memorial at Fort Benton, Mon
tana, to be one of the twelve outstanding sculp
tures in America. 

Oregon Committee Meets 
For Christmas Party 
At NPS Fort Clatsop 

An enjoyable event for members of 
the Oregon Lewis and Clark Trail 
Committee and their spouses was a 
Christmas party get-together at the 
National Park Service's Fort Clatsop 
National Memorial. The date was 
December 8, 1979, the 174th anniver
sary of the arrival of the exploring 
party at the site of their 1805-1806 
Fort Clatsop winter establishment. 
Superintendent Robert Scott' and his 

1. Superintendent Robert Scott is a member ex
officio of the Oregon Lewis and Clark Trail Com
mittee. 
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Park Service staff and the Clatsop 
County members of the committee 
and their wives, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Har
vey and Mr. and Mrs. Jean Hallaux, 
Astoria, Oregon; Diane Collier, War
renton, Oregon; Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Lerback and Mr. and Mrs. Elvin 
Goodman , Seaside, Oregon, were 
hosts for this activity. "Chief Chef' 
Ed Harvey, wives of the local commit
tee members, wives of Park Service 
personnel, and Diane Collier, were 
certainly instrumental in the prepara
tion of the delicious food which in
cluded roast Elk meat, scalloped wap
pato root, au gratin potatoes, salads, 
and desserts. Since December 9th, the 
day following, was Committee Chair
man "French y" Chuinard's 75th 
birt hday, the big surprise was Fritzi 
Chuinard's big birthday cake, which 
traveled all the way from Portland 
without " Frenchy" knowing about it! 

After the evening meal, NPS Ranger 
John Gray read Captain Clark's jour
nal entry for December 8th (the day 
of the Christmas party and the arrival 
anniversary of the Expedition), and 
this was followed by reading Clark's 
journal documentation for Christmas 
Day 1805. Bob Lange presented a brief 
anecdote concerning the more recent 
discovery of additional journals of 
Expedition member Joeseph White
house. This find, in 1966, extended 
Whitehouse's journal through the 
winter at Fort Clatsop, and therefore 
added still another en try for Christ
mas Day 1805, to the similar journals 
of Captain Clark, Sergeant Ordway, 
and Sergeant Gass. As Whitehouse's 
journal was read it was noted that, 
unlike the other journalists, he in
cluded a religious connotation. 

The climax for the evening's program 
was the presentation of an excellent 
audio/visual recapitulation which de
tailed the National Park Service's 
staff activities at Fort Clatsop, the 
"Living History" demonstrations and 
other educational programs, that are 
an ongoing part of the operation at 
the Memorial. The fine colored slides 
and background music were prepared 
especially for the committee's Christ
mas Party by John Gray and Kurt 
Johnson, Park Rangers. 

All in all, it was a great evening for 
the Oregon Committee! 

Washington Committee 
Hosted By Spokane's 
Gonzaga University 

Ten Washing ton (State) Lewis and 
Clark Trail Committee members and 
their seven guests were present at 
Gonzaga University, Spokane, Wash
ington, for the forty-second meeting 
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of the Committee, November 8, 1979. 
The special evening event, following 
the Committee's afternoon meeting, 
was the social hour, dinner, and this 
year's William Lyle Davis Memorial 
Lecture, honoring Dr. David Freeman 
Hawke, Professor of History, Lehman 
College, New York. Dr. Hawke's lec
ture was titled: "Those Tremendous 
Mountains: The Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition". Committee members and 
guests were the special guests of Dr. 
Anthony P. Via, Chairman of the His
tory Department, Gonzaga Universi
ty, Dr. Robert C. Carriker, Professor 
of History at the University, other 
faculty members, and students of the 
History Department. Dr: Carriker is 
a member of the Washington (State) 
Lewis and Clark Trail Committee. 
Honored guest for the social hour and 
dinner was Washington State's Gov
ernor Dixie Lee Ray. A previous com
mitment prevented the Governor's at
tending Dr. Hawke's lecture. 

Washington committee member Viola 
Forrest, Walla Walla, at the request 
of We Proceeded On, responded to 
the editor with the following remarks 
concerning Dr. Hawke and his lec
ture: 

In addition to serving as Professor of 
American History at New York City's 
Lehman College, Dr. Hawke is the author 
of six books dealing with Colonial Histo
ry. Turning his interest towards the west 
and the Lewis and Clark saga, his recent 
volume, Tlwse Tremendous Mountains: 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition, is to 
be published by Norton & Co., N.Y., who 
indicate that this volume will be avail
able February 25, 1980. 

In his lecture, Dr. Hawke, made the ob
servation that the size and extent of the 
Rocky Mountains came as a complete 
surprise to the members of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. At their Fort Mandan 
(present North Dakota), the Minitari 
(Hidatsa) Indians had told them that a 
half-day journey would carry them across 
the mountains. Their Shoshoni guide, Old 
Toby, who they employed after the strug
gle over 7373 feet high Lemhi Pass said 
that it would take them ten days to con
quer the Bitterroot Range of the Rocky 
Mountains. The Expedition's struggle 
across these mountains in late September 
an!! early October 1805 nearly ended in 
disaster from the ravages of nature. Due 
to the heavy snow pack their June 1806 
return journey over these same moun
tains was equally arduous. 

With the passage of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition over the Rocky Mountains, 
Dr. Hawke concluded that "The myth of 
an all-water route across t he North 
American Continent was ended once and 
for all." 

Members present for the afternoon 
committee meeting were: Chairman 
Mitchell Doumit, Vice Chairman Ar
chie Graber, Secretary Hazel Bain, 
Dr. Robert Carriker, Roy Craft, Clif-



ford Imsland, Ralph Rudeen, Viola 
Forrest, Marjo1;e Sutch, and Walter 
Oberst. Guests were: Mrs. Roy (Gra
cie) Cra f t, Mrs. Archie (Sy lvia ) 
Graber, Mrs. Walter (Mary) Oberst, 
Mr. Ray Forrest, Dr. Roy M. Chat
ters, Marcus Ware, and Dr. J ohn Cay
lor. Marcus Ware a nd Dr. John 
Caylor are from Lewiston and Boise, 
Idaho, respectively. Chairman Dou
mit called the meeting to order at 2:30 
P.M. Dr. Carriker had made arrange
ments for a meeting room in the 
Crosby Library on the University 
campus. 

Subjects discussed during the meeting 
related to: committee activities in
volving Washington members who 
have been appointed to national 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage 
Foundation committees; local Wash
ington State committee activities; 
l 75th Anniversary of the Lewis and 
C l ark Expedition observances 
planned in the state of Washington 
and perhaps wit h the state of Oregon; 
speaking engagements and other com
mittee member's activities; under the 
"o ld business" category, Archie 
Graber r eported on the project to 
presen t 24 maps to schools in Wash
ington State named after Thomas Jef
ferson, Lewis, Clark, Sacajawea, or 
other members of the Expedition. 

The maps are avai:lable, but require 
framing prior to the presen tations. 
Graber reported that he had contact
ed seven potential donors, but so far 
had not been successful in raising the 
required $900.00. Cliff Imsland repor t
ed on the Lewis and Clark display 
which is being planned for the State 
Historical Society Museum at Taco
ma. Chairman Doumit read a report 
from committee member Ken Heck
ard, Mayor of Long Beach, Washing
ton, concerning a Lewis and Clark h is
torical marker at Long Beach which 
is in the process of restoration. 

Former committee member, Dr. Roy 
Chatters, Pullman (See WPO, Vol. 1, 
No. 1, pp. 1, 10; Vol. 1, No. 4, p. 3; 
Vol. 2, No. 2, pp. 9-10; Vol. 3, No. 2, 
pp. 4-5; Vol. 4, No. 3, p. 12; Vol. 5, 
No. 3, p. 10. ), displayed copies of news
paper articles, ci1·ca 1806, concerning 
the Lewis and Clark Expedi tion, and 
men tioned a new magazine, Air Gun, 
which is now being published. Former 
Foundation Director Marcus Ware, 
Lewiston, Idaho, told members abou t 
the dedication of t he Red Wolf Cross
ing Bridge, which crosses the Snake 
River near Clarkston, Washington at 
t he point where the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition forded the river. 

Dates and locations of future quarter
ly meetings were established prior to 
the meeting adjournment at 4:20 P .M. 

Trailing Lewis and Clark: "The Spirit Of Party" 
By Arlen J . Large1 

In December of 1803, the Lewis and 
Clark expedition was assembling at its 
jump-off point on a quiet riverbank 
in Illinois, blessedly remote from the 
noisy turmoil of polit ical Washington. 
Yet the Corps of Discovery was the 
official embodiment of the United 
States government a t about its fur
thest reach on the American conti
nent. President Jefferson was its pa
tron, Congress was paying its bills and 
it was enswathed in the usual tangle 
of War Department red tape. 

So it was a full-scale government en
terprise, and therefore had to perform 
its distant deeds against an inevitable 
backdrop of government politics; not 
just Jefferson's lofty geopolitical 
chess games with B1;tain, France and 
Spain, but politics-on-the-Potomac -
the raw, crass partisan elbowing for 
power in Washington. That backdrop 
was in vigorous motion. The Lewis 
and Clark expedition was to head 
west during a period of rapid transi
tion in partisan dominance in the cap
ital. The Federalists, the founding 
faction under the new constitution, 
had in the elections of 1800 been dis
place d in the White House and 
Congress by the bursting str ength of 
Jefferson's opposition Republicans. 
The transfer of power had worked ac
cording to the rules, but it was messy 
and it left a residue of hard, very hard, 
feelings. 

"The country is so totally given up to 
the spirit of party, that not to follow 
blindfo ld the one or the other is an 
inexpiable offence," complained Mas
sachusetts Sen. John Quincy Adams 
in his d iary that same December. 

1. Editors note: J im Large, as his friends and fel
low Foundation members know him, is a membe1· 
of the Washington, D.C. Bureau of t he Wall 
Street Journal. At the Foundation's Annua l 
Meeting at Glasgow, Montana, last August, he 
was elected a Director of the Foundation. A fre
quent traveler of the trail of the famous explora
tion, a student of the Expedition, an amatuer as
tronomer, and a thought-provoking indjvidual to 
be with, Foundation members will recall his "by
line" article on the editorial page of the August 
28, 1978 issue of the Wall S treet Journal, which 
certainly called a great many people's attention 
to our organizat ion. His a rticle published in the 
February 1979 (Vol. 5, No. 1) issue of We Pro· 
ceeded On titled: "Lewis and Clark: Part Time 
Astronomers" provided readers with an insight to 
t his aspect of t he exploring enterprise. J im's a rti
cle in t his issue about the political partisanship, 
before, during, a nd fo llowing the Expedition will 
be of interest to r~aders. In a recent letter to the 
editor, he tells of a 64 page "narrative poem" ti
t led "The Dialogues of Lewis and Clark", by Rob
ert Edson Lee, and Jim has promised a review 
.of this for W e Proceeded On. He says: " It's 
unique, funny , and it com ports accurately with 
th.e real journa l entries, particularly Lee's invent
ed en t ry for May 31, 1805." Look for this in t he 
May issue of t his publication, and more from Jim 
Large in future issues. 
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"The worst of these parties has the 
popular torrent in its favor, and uses 
its triumph with all the unp1wcipled 
fury of a faction; while the other 
gnashes its teeth , and is waiting with 
all the impatience of revenge for the 
time wh en i ts turn may come to 
oppress and punish by the people's 
favor."2 

Angi·y partisanship, laced with naked 
regional parochialism, surfaced quick
ly with Jefferson's decision to buy all 
of Louisiana from Napoleon. The 
commercial Northeast, the bastion of 
Federalism, fearfully saw the center 
of political gi·avity moving to the 
West, where the new lands would at
tract settlers nat urally attuned to 
Jefferson's farmers-first philosophy. 
Listen to Federalist Sen. Samuel 
White of Delaware sound the warn
ing:" . . . as to the Louisiana, this new, 
immense unbounded world, if i t 
should ever be incorporated into this 
Union, which I have no idea can be 
done but by altering the Constitution, 
I believe it will be the greatest curse 
that could at present befall us."" Fed
eralist Rep. Roger Griswold of Con
necticut was sure that the Louisiana 
purchase "threatens, at no very dis
tant d ay, the subvers ion of our 
Union."• 

Sending Lewis and Clark to take the 
measure of Louisiana and its native 
people was, of course, a perfectly legit 
imate presidential function for Jeffer
son, but he had a big political stake 
in its success, too. As J efferson saw 
it, the acquisition of Louisiana and its 
follow-up explora tion had become in
tertwined in the public mind. J effer
son wrote Lewis a t Camp Dubois that 
t he impending t rip had picked up an 
eager popular fo llowing. T hen he 
added a par tisan shot showing that 
something of a bunker mentality, 
which would get worse in later presi
dencies, had already crept in to the 
White House. "The Feds. alone still 
treat it as philosophism, and would re
joice in its failme," Jefferson wrote. 
"Their bitterness increases with the 
diminution of t heir numbers and 
despair of a resurrection. I hope you 
will take care of yourself, and be the 
living witness of their malice and 
folly."5 

2. Malone, Dumas; Jefferson the President, First 
Term 1801·1805, Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 
1970, p. 402. 

3. Annals of Congress, Eighth Congress, First 
Session, 1803-1804, pp. 33-34. 

4. Ibid., p. 466. 

5. Jackson, Donald (Editor); Letters of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, with Related Documents, 
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Right there, as a prac ticed vote
counter, the president put his finger 
on why the Federalists in Congress 
could complain so loudly, but could 
do nothing to stop either the Loui
siana purchase or its immediate ex
ploration. As a national political force 
the party of Alexander Hamilton and 
John Adams was sliding fast into obli
vion. Hamilton and Adams already 
had had a bitter falling out. In the 
sixth Congress, which had closed out 
Adams' single term as president, the 
Federalists' margin over the Jeffer
sonian " Democratic-Republicans" 
was 19 to 13 in the Senate and 64 to 
42 in the House.• By the time Lewis 
and Clark were moving up the Mis
souri in 1804, President Jefferson 
could count on solid Republican ma
jorities . of 25 to 9 in the Senate and 
102 to 39 in the House.7 The Federal
ist minority ultimately vanished alto
gether. 

Both captains were unabashed Jeffer
sonians, quite anxious to make the 
President look good in his Louisiana 
venture and to avoid any political em
barrassment to him. While still rela
tively fresh from Washington's hot
house atmosphere, Lewis in the fall of 
1803 was making slow progress down 
the Ohio and worrying that critics in 
Congress would start complaining 
that the expedition was running late 
and accomplishing lit tle. He proposed 
to Jefferson keeping the polit icians 
"in a good humor" by a show of activ
ity in the coming winter, leading a 
horseback party on a tour of the 
plains south of the Missouri." Back 
from Washington came a fu-m Presi
dential "no" and a n admonition 
against "going off of your line" to the 
Pacific.• Jefferson already had his eye 
on t hose plains for assignment to 
other explorers. 

With Lewis and Clark's arrival at the 
branching of the Missouri's head
waters, they used imaginatively an 
opportunity to put the J efferson ad
ministration literally on the map. 
Unlike many of the landmarks the 
explorers attempted to name, th e 
rivers flowing into that broad Mon
tana valley at the Three Forks retain 
their original Lewis and Clark names; 
for the secretarty of the Treasury, the 
Gallatin; for the secretary of State, 

1783-1854, Second Edition, University of Illinois 
Press, Urbana, 1978, Vol. 1, page 163. (Pa ge n um
bers in the First and Second editions are synony
mous.) 

6. T he A merican Heritage Pictorial History of 
the Presidents of the United States, American 
Heritage Publishing Co., 1968, Vol. 1, p. 89. 

7. Ibid., p. 125. 

8. Jackson, op. cit., Vol. 1, p . 131. 

9. Ibid., Vol. I, p. 137. 
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the Madison; and for the western 
branch which would bear the party 
deeper into t he Rockies, the Jefferson 
- "the author of our enterprize." 
Thus the Three Forks' naming was 
more than just a mere matter of geo
graphical labeling, but a political act 
as well. That act was conspicuously 
noted when the captains, safely back 
in St. Louis in 1806, wrote their first 
public account of the t rip. 

Public opinion polls show that mod
ern Americans don't ident ify fervent
ly with political parties like they used 
to; people who ca ll t h emselves 
"independents" now outnumber true
blue Democrats and Republicans 
alike, and ticket-splitting on election 
day is getting increasingly common. It 
would be hard to imagine the "spirit 
of party" intruding very often these 
days into the home itself, as it did in 
the household of Col. George Hancock 
in 1807, after the expedition's return. 
In a bantering letter to Lewis, Clark 
announced his engagement to Col. 
Hancock's daughter, Julia. The only 
trouble was that the future father-in
law was "a Fed," Clark noted wryly, 
"which I did not know untill the other 
day. I took him to be a good plain 
republican. At all events I will hope 
to introduce some substantial sincere 
republicanism into some branch of 
the family about January."10 

10. Ibid., Vol. II, p. 388. 

The Editor and the Founda
tion 's Publications Committee 
welcome manuscripts dealing 
with the many aspects of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition for 
publication in W e Proceeded 
On. 

Manuscripts (typewritten-dou
ble spaced) may be forwarded to 
the Editor or to any member of 
the Publications Committee 
(addresses are listed in the Pub
lisher's Plate on page 2). As a 
non-profit entity, neither the 
Foundation nor We Proceeded 
On, is in a position to offer hon
orariums for published manu
scripts. Contributors will re
ceive ten copies of the issue in 
which their article is published 

Anecdote - From The 
Literature About The 
Expedition 
When commenting on the medical practice 
rendered to the Indians, the Salisburys in 
their Two Captains West, page 161, made 
this observation: 
"The captains' fairly steady medical 
practice further endeared them to the 
natives. To a woman with a 'coald' 
Clark 'gave su ch medesene as would 
keep her body open and raped her in 
flannel. ' Really, Clark's morals were 
on a higher level than his spelling." 

There will be new signs designating Interstate 70 in Illinois as the Lewis and 
Clark Memorial Highway. Displaying the sign are (left to right): State R epre
sentative Everett Stee.le, Glen Carbon, IL; Harold W. M onroney, Director of 
the Division of Highways for the Illinois Department of Transportation, Spring
field, IL; and S ta te Senator Sam Vadalabene, Edwardsville, IL. The two legisla
tors from the Illinois 56th d istrict, during the last regular session of the General 
Assembly, successfully sponsored a resolution designating I -70 as the Lewis and 
Clark Memorial Highway to commemorate the historic Expedition that began 
in Illinois near Wood R iver. 
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Editor's note: We Proceeded On is grateful to the author, Jeanette D. Taranik, a great granddaughter of 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition's Sergeant Patrick Gass, for supplying the unique illustrations and the excellent 
text especially for this publication. At the suggestion of Dr. E. G. Chuinard, M.D., who earlier in 1976, 
provided We Proceeded On with an original study related to the photographs and portraits of Patrick Gass, 
Mrs. Taranik has extended the fascinating story of one of only two members (Gass and Willard) of the 
exploring party whose life span extended into the era of photography. One of the photographs, a daguerrotype 
in the author's collection, is reproduced with this monograph and has never been published before. Jeanette 
Taranik is a member of the Foundation and resides in La Habra, California, with her husband, V. James 
Taranik. A graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, with a Master's Degree in Microbiology from 
Stanford University, she is presently employed as a laboratory technologist. The Taraniks have two sons, 
James V. Taranik, a space scientist with NASA in Washington, D.C., and Nikolas D. Taranik, employed 
by Superior Fire Apparatus Company in Helena, Montana. 

The Patrick Gass1 Photographs and Portraits: A Sequel 

"The Photographs of Sgt. Patrick 
Gass", an article by E. G. Chuinard, 
M.D., which appeared in the Fall 1976 
issue of We Proceeded On,2 was read 
with keen interest by my family and 
me. We were particularly interested in 
the painting owned by Richard B. 
Muter, a great, great, grandson of Pat
rick Gass. We had neither seen nor 
heard of that portrait. We discovered, 
by comparison with the reproductions 
published in Dr. Chuinard's article, 
that we have two additional portraits 

l. Sergeant Patrick Gass was one of the four ser
geants with the Lewis and Clark Expedition. He 
was born June 12, 1771, at Falling Springs (near 
Chambersburg), Franklin County, Pennsylvania, 
and died in April (Coues indicates April 3rd ; 
Wheeler lists April 30th ) 1870, near Wellsburg, 
West Virginia. Nearly 99 years old he was the 
last surviving member of the exploring party. 
Gass became one of the Expedition's sergeants 
in August 1804, upon the death of Sergeant 
Charles Floyd, when the party was near present 
Sioux City, Iowa. A paraphrastic version ofGass's 
journal, kept during the Expedition, was edited 
and published, in 1807, by a Philadelphia book
seller-schoolteacher-lawyer, David M 'Keehan, or 
McKeehan. This was the first published record 
of the exploring en terprise to appear after the 
Expedition's return, and it was printed by Zadok 
Cramer, Pittsburgh. A London edition appeared 
in 1808 and a French edition in 1810. There were 
three editions, 1810, 1811, 1812, printed for Math
ew Carey in Philadelphia. A German edition was 
dated 1814 and there was an 1847 reprint edition 
produced by an Ells, Claflin & Co., Dayton, Ohio. 
More recently, in 1904, the A.C. McClurg & Co., 
Chicago, published a reprint edition of t he 1811 
original, with an extensive ulntroduction" (with 
additional biographical material) and an " Index", 
edited by James K. Hosmer (uaually referred to 
as the "Hosmer Edition"). In 1958, Ross & 
Haines, Minneapolis produced a reprint edition 
from one of the original editions, with an "Intro
duction" by Earle R. 'Forrest (this edition was 
limited to 2000 copies and is now reported by the 
publisher to be out of print). Three biographies 
for Patrick Gass have appeared. The earliest by 
a friend and neighbor, J.G. Jacob, titled The Life 
and Times of Patrick Gass, published in 1859; 
In 1893, Elliott Coues included in Volume One 
of his History of the Expedition under the Com· 
mand of Lewis and Clark, a "Memoir of Patrick 
Gass", which he indicates was based on the Jacob 
work; and in 1950, a granddaughter of Gass pub
lished a monograph written by Earle R. Forrest 
titled: Patrick Gass: Lewis and Clark's Last 
Man. References to these publications will appear 
in subsequent notes. 

2. Chuinard, E.G., M.D.; We Proceeded On, Vol. 
2, No. 3, 1976, pp. 4-5 

By Jeanette D. Taranik 

of Patrick. When I told Dr. Chuinard 
about these and showed him copies of 
them, he urged me to continue the 
story of the photographs and por
traits. 

My part of the story begins with my 
beloved Grandmother and childhood 
companion, Annie Jane Gass Smith. 
When she came to live with us in 
Whittier, California, a large portrait 
in an ornate gold frame came with 
her. The man in the portrait had a 
smooth-skinned face, pink cheeks, and 
very blue, deep set eyes under a high, 
broad forehead. 

Although his hairline was receding, 
his white hair was still plentiful and 
grew long behind the ears. Even more 
plentiful was his curly white beard, 
which began just below his squarish 
chin and encircled his lower face from 
ear to ear. His nose and mouth were 
generous features. His expression was 
somewhat somber. He wore a white 
shirt with the collar turned back over 
the wide lapels of his black coat and 
showing under the open coat was a 
heavy black vest. The man in the por
trait was Annie Jane's father, Patrick 
Gass. See illustration "A". 

During the last ten years of his life 
Patrick Gass lived with Annie and her 
family on a farm near present day 
Wellsburg, West Virginia3 Grand
mother often told us about her fa
ther's exploits on the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition and about his physical 
strength; how, up until the very end, 
he was accustomed to walking the 
four miles to the town of Wellsburg 
for the mail; that on those walks he 
carried a hickory cane which he had 
made himself; and that when he re
turned from town, only the thump of 
that cane on the porch told her that 
he was back, because she had been to-

3. When Gass took up residence with Annie Jane 
Gass Smith and family, Wellsburg was in the 
State of Virginia. The western region of Virginia, 
including Wellsburg, became West Virginia (the 
35th State) in 1863, three years after Gass took 
up residence there, and seven years before his 
death. 
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tally deaf since an attack of scarlet 
fever in childhood. 

Grandmother Smith also told us that 
Patrick had been a kind and loving fa
ther. When Annie's mother died, 
Annie was only five years old. At that 
time she had a younger sister, Rachel, 
and older sister, Sara, and three older 
brothers, Benjamin, William, and 
James (a seventh child had died in in
fancy) . On his pension of ninety-six 
dollars per year and a few odd jobs 
here and there, Patrick had great dif
ficulty in supporting his family . 
Various writers have mentioned Pat
rick's weakness for strong drink.4,5,6,7 
Annie was very sensitive about that. 
She stoutly maintained that he only 
imbibed on election days! Two writers 
who did not mention Patrick's drink
ing were James R. Gass8 and Earl R. 
Forrest.9• 10 The former was a nephew, 
the latter was a friend of Patrick's 
granddaughter, Mrs. A. M. Painter. 

Besides the big portrait, Annie's in
heritance from her father included 
one of the original copies of Patrick's 
"Journal" embellished by David 

4. Jacob, J.G.; The Life and Times of Patrick 
Gass, Jacob & Smith, Wellsburg, VA, 1859. 

5. Gass, Sergeant Patrick; Gass's Journal of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition .. . , edited by James 
K. Hosmer, A.C. McClurg & Co., 1904. (A reprint 
of the Third Edition of A Journal of the Voyages 
and Travels of a Corps of Discovery . .. , Mathew 
Carey, Philadelphia, 1811) "Introduction", p. xliv. 

6. Bakeless, John; L ewis and Clark: Partners in 
Discovery, William Morrow & Co., N .Y., 1947, p. 
453. 

7. Peattie, Donald Culross; Forward the Nation, 
G.P. Putnam's Sons, N.Y., 1942, p. 267. 

8. Gass, James R.; A Brief Account of the Gass 
Family, article, name of publication unknown, 
1877. 

9. Forrest, Earle R.; Patrick Gass: Lewis and 
Clark's Last Man, Mrs. A.M. Painter, Independ
ence, PA, 1950. (Mrs. Painter was a grand
daughter of Patrick Gass, and a daughter of Mrs. 
Rachel Gass Brierley, Patrick Gass's daughter.) 

10. Gass, Patrick; Journal of the Voyages and 
Travels of the Corps of Discovery . . ., Ross & 
Hanes, Inc., Minneapolis, MN, 1958. "Introduc
tion" by Earle R. Forrest, pp. xiii-xiv. 
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Illustration A. Patrick Gass. A photograph of a large tinted pho
tographic portrait, taken when he was in his nineties. The original 
is in the collection of the author. 

Illustration B. Patrick Gass. A photograph of a portrait painting 
made in Gass's later years. The original is in the possession of 
Richard B. Muter, Independence, West Virginia, a great, great 
grandson of Patrick Gass (see, WPO, Vol. 2, No. 3, p. 5, fn. 10). 

M'Keehan (now in the possession of 
one of my cousins), a pair of narrow, 
metal-rimmed glasses in a worn 
brown leather case, and a small fold
ing, gold rimmed lorgnette in a dark 
brown tortoise-shell case, which could 
be used as a holder when opened out. 
These last two mementos and the por
trait she passed down to us. See illus
tration. 

After Patrick died in 1870 the portrait 
went with Annie to a farm house in 
Exira, Iowa. Before a tornado hit the 
house, Annie saved the portrait by 
carrying it down to the storm cellar. 
The house was completely demol
ished; but in the parlor of the new 
house, which was laboriously re-built 
by her husband, Jam es S. Smith, and 
her fom sons, the portait again had 
a place on the wall. And of course, 
when the family moved to a farm in 
Escondido, California, the portrait 
was carefully packed and transported 
to their new destination. 

Annie's portrait of her father appears 
to be an enlarged photograph which 
has been touched-up by the pho
tographer. Many lines of age have 
been erased. Charcoal has been used 
to shade and delineate some of the 
features, perhaps because the enlarg
ing process made those features faint. 
The tinted pink cheeks and blue eyes 
are also part of the photographer's 
artistry. See illustration "A". 
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In some respects our portrait resem
bles the painting owned by Mr. 
Muter. See illustration "B". However, 
Mr. Muter's painting shows Patrick's 
hands resting on the head of his cane, 
just below his beard. His eyes are fo
cusing slightly toward the left. In our 
portrait (illustration "A"), no hands 
or cane are showing and the eyes gaze 
steadfastly ahead. There are also 
other subtle differences. 

Our portrait was photographed and 
reproduced along with an article writ
ten by my mother and father for 
Montana, The Magazine of Western 
History in 1955." That was the year 
of the Lewis and Clark Sesquicenten
nial. My mother and father, my 
mother's sister, Ferne Sanders, and 
our older son, James V. Taranik, fol
lowed the Lewis and Clark route from 
Three Forks, Montana, to Fort Clat
sop, Oregon, stopping at various 
towns to take part in their celebra
tions. During these festivities my fa
ther often found it necessary to ex
plain how it was possible that he was 
only two generations removed from 
Patrick Gass. He rather enjoyed 
repeating the oft-told tale; That Pat-
1ick married after he was sixty and 
begot seven children, the sixth of 
these being Annie Jane, born in 1841; 
11. Smith, James S. and Kathryn; "Sedulous Ser
geant, Patrick Gass", in Montana, the Magazine 
of Western History, Vol. 5, No. 3, Summer 1955, 
p. 23; p. 26, fn. 2. 
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and that he was the last of Annie 
Jane's ten children, born in 1882 after 
his mother was for ty. 

One of the highlights of the 1955 Ses
quicentennial Celebration at Fort 
Clatsop was a gathering of individuals 
who claimed descendency from 
members of the Lewis and Clark ex
ploring party. Three of these individu
als appear in the photograph repro
duced here together with the three 
descendents of the Expedition's Ser
geant Patrick Gass: James V. Taranik 
(the author's son), Owen Buxton (a 
second cousin of the author), and 
James S. Smith, Jr. (the author's fa 
ther). Photo on page 19. 

Our other likeness of Patrick, see il
lustration "C", which is different from 
all the others, is a photograph of a 
framed daguerrotype, made when Pat
rick was nearly ninety-nine. In com
parison with the other portraits he 
looks older (with the possible excep
tion of the wood engraving from the 
ambrotype which appea'red in the 
Jacob work• and in the Hosmer Edi
tion of the Gass Journal.6 ), his hair 
is thinner, it appears that his beard 
is gone, and he is holding his cane in 
one hand. There is more of his white 
shirt-front showing than in other pic
tures and across his chest is draped 
a black cord, on which bangs our pre
cious keepsake, the folding lorgnette. 
(The cord of the lorgnette also shows 



The author's pricekss keepsake. Patrick 
Gass's folding wrgnette which is visib/,e in 
several of the photographic portraits of 
Gass (see text). 

Annie Jane Gass Smith, daughter of Pat
rick Gass .and the author's grandmother. 

James S . Smith, Jr., Annie Jane Gass 
Smith's son, a grandson of Patrick Gass, 
and the author's father. 

I llustration C. Patrick Gass. The author's favorite likeness of her great grandfather. This 
is a photograph of the original daguerrotype in the author's collection. The daguerrotype 
was taken when Gass was nearly ninety-nine years old. (For additional information con· 
cerning daguerrotype and ambrotype photography see China.rd, E. G., "The Photographs 
of Sgt. Patrick Gass", in We Proceeded On, Vol. 2, No. 3, page 4.) 

in the ambrotype woodcuts.) This is 
my favorite likeness of Patrick be
cause he appears to be relaxed and 
unposed and his expression is so kind
ly. 

In writing about Patrick's pho
tographs and portraits a discussion 
about his eye injury seems to be in 
order. According to J. G. Jacobs" and 
J. K. Hosmer,~ Gass's military detach
ment was building a fort on the Illi
nois River in 1813, when he "lost" an 
eye. Jacob writes: "At this place Mr. 
Gass was so unfortunate as to lose an 
eye by being struck by a splinter from 
a falling tree. The surgery at hand was 
very indifferent, and his eye healed up 
with difficulty, disabling him from ac
tive service for several months." For
rest writes9,10 that Patrick " lost the 
sigh t of one eye" at the Battle of 
Lundy's Lane, near Niagara and the 
Canadian border, in 1814, and other 
writers have repeated the latter ac
count. My father believed that J. G. 
Jacob was probably correct as to the 
cause of the injury because Jacob had 
lived in the Wellsburg neighborhood 
for years, knew Patrick well, and got 
his information fhst hand. It appears 
to me that a ll those w ho pho
tographed and painted Gass saw fit to 
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give him two normal eyes, and 
whether his injury was particularly 
noticeable, we shall never know. I do 
not remember my grandmother ever 
mentioning her father's injury. 

Not the portraits, but the deeds of a 
man tell us what he was. Paul Russell 
Cutright' 2 has written: "Excepting 
Lewis and Clark and the Indian girl, 
Sacagawea, Patrick Gass (1771-1870) 
is better known to Americans than 
any other member of the Corps of 
Discovery. The reasons are several. 
By virtue of his sergeancy, his name 
crops up with greater frequency in the 
journals of Lewis and Clark than that 
of most others. He was the first of the 
journalists to publish his account, so 
that he early came to the attention 
of readers. He was the first member 
of the party to be immortalized bio
graphically." And, as Earl R. Forrest• 
writes: "Born before the Revolution, 
he lived to see his country grow from 
the original thirteen colonies t o 
thirty-eight states; and he voted in 
the election of eighteen presiden ts, 
from Washington to Grant . . . ". 

12. Cutright, Pau l Russell; A History of the 
Lewis and Clark Joumals, University of Oklaho
ma Press, Norman, p. 22; p. 25. 
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May 1804 to September 1806, were Pat
rick's finest years. By all accounts, 
the many tasks assigned him by his 
Captains, Lewis and Clark, were 
faithfully executed. In his rough, self
taught hand he kept a terse, day to 
day record of that unbelievably long, 
tortuous trek from Wood River (Illi
nois) to the Pacific and back. (Is it too 
much to hope that the "Journal" in 
Patrick's own hand might still be 
found?) He was only one of many val
iant men on that famous journey, but 
to his descendents he has become a 
heroic figure. To us he represents the 
ancestral fountainhead from which is
sued our adventurous spirit and our 
strength to overcome hardship and 
adversity. No wonder we enjoy keep
ing his memory green! 

Oregon Meeting Features 
Report of Summer L. & C. 
College History Activity 

Stephen Dow Beckham, Associate 
Professor of History at Lewis and 
Clark College, Portland, Oregon, was 
the featured speaker at the December 
6, 1979 meeting of the Oregon Lewis 
and Clark Heritage Foundation. Fifty 
members and guests attended the 
meeting which was held in the Tom
linson Room, Watzek Library, on the 
college campus. 

In June and July, 1979, a special ac
tivity of the Lewis and Clark College 
History Department was an extensive 
retracing of the Lewis and Clark Trail 
between the Continental Divide 
(Montana-Idaho stateline, 5233' high 
Lolo Pass) and the Pacific Ocean (the 
estuary of the Columbia River, the 
Cape Disappointment Lewis and 
Clark Interpretive Center, and the 
Fort Clatsop National Memorial). Dr. 
Beckham and Dr. Edwin Florance, a 
botanist at the college, were the team 
teachers, who along with twenty
eight students traveled 2600 miles and 
visited Lewis and Clark sites and 
landmarks, as well as other historic 
places and facilities in Idaho, Wash
ington, and Oregon. 

Dr. Beckham's presentation at the 
Foundation meeting was an illustrat
ed account of the 1979 summer 
course, which he titled "On The Trail 
of Lewis and Clark". The evening pro
gram was of great interest and Dr. 
Beckham's dissertation provided an 
insight to his personal enthusiasm 
concerning the history of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition. This is most 
gratifying to Oregon Foundation 
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(Left to right) Meriwether Lewis, a great, great, grea.t nephew of Meriwether Lewis; William 
G. Clark, a direct descendent of William Clark; Lydia Large, a great, great granddaughter 
of "an adopted son of Sacajawea"; James V. Taranik, a great, great grandson of Patrick 
Gass; Owen Buxton, a great grandson of Patrick Gass; and James S. Smith, Jr., a grandson 
of Patrick Gass. The relationships and identification for the three individuals, other than 
the Gass descendents, have been supplied by the author, and her information is confirmed 
in part by a newspaper artide that appeared in a 1955 issue of the Seaside (Oregon) Signal. 
We Proceeded On has made no attempt to either identify or authenticate the relationships 
of these three individuals. (The statement enclosed in quotation marks relating to "an 
adopted son of Sacajawea" appeared in the 1955 Seaside newspaper. Owen Buxton's death, 
in 1975, was reported, together with a recent 1974 photograph of him, in We Proceeded 
On, Vol. l, No. 3, page 9.) 

members, who look forward to the col
lege's increased interest toward the 
famous Expedition, since Beckham's 
coming to the campus. 

In addition to his teaching duties at 
the college, Beckham serves as a 
member of the Oregon State Advisory 
Committee on Historic Preservation 
and as a member of the Board of Ad
visors of the National Trust for His
toric Preservation. He has written ex
tensively for federal agencies in the 
Pacific Northwest in the development 
of their cultural resource assessments. 
He researched the materials for the 
Oregon Trail exhibits along the Inter
state 80 Highway between Oregon's 
Bonneville Dam and Boise, Idaho, 
and is the author-narrator of the six
part television series titled: "This 
Land Was Theirs: The Indians of the 
Oregon Coast''. Dr. Beckham is the 
author of several books relating to the 
pioneer period, 1851-1890, and to the 
Indians of Western Oregon. The first 
of these volumes appeared in 1971. 

Bob Lange had prepared a litt le vi
gnette for the evening program con
cerning a recently found (1966) jour
nal by the Expedition's Private 
Joseph Whitehouse, which provides 
still another entry concerning Christ
mas Day at Fort Clatsop in 1805. '. 

1. See page 13, this issue of WPO, for reference 
to this subject which was also presented as part 
of the Oregon Committee's Christmas Party pro
gram, several days later at Fort Clatsop, De
cember 8 , 1979. 
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Unable to attend the meeting because 
of an attack of influenza, his paper 
was read by Irving Anderson. 

The membership present elected by 
acclamation the slate of nominees 
for officers and directors for 1980, and 
those elected are: Malcolm S. Buf
fum, President; Virginia E. Moore, 1st 
Vice President; Donald C. Shores, 2nd 
Vice President; Richard G. Rust, Sec
retary-Treasurer; and for directors: 
Roy J. Beadle, Daniel F . Burroughs, 
Howard G. Hopkins, Kelly B. Janes, 
Donald W. Rose, and John H . Stofiel. 
A recent revision in the organization's 
dues structure now allows for mem
berships which include either a affili
ate membership with the Oregon His
torical Society or with the national 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foun
dation. Members choosing the latter 
affiliation will receive the We Pro
ceeded On publication. 

The Foundation needs the in
terest and encouragement of 
Lewis and Clark enthusiasts. If 
you are not already a member, 
perhaps you will consider lend
ing your support to the Founda
tion. A prospectus together with 
a membership application will 
be forwarded promptly. Adcfress 
your request to the Secretary. 
See page 2. 



NPS Fort Clatsop 
School Programs 

In a 1976 issue (Vol. 2, No. 2, p. 16), 
We Proceeded On reported on the 
"Living History School Program" ac
tivities conducted by the Fort Clatsop 
National Memorial' staff. 

Both "off-site" and "on-site" pro
grams have been made available to 
Oregon and Washington elementary 
schools. 

In 1979, "off-site" programs began on 
February 26 and continued to June 1. 
Park Rangers, taking with them mem
orabilia and artifacts2 related to Fort 
Clatsop and the Expedition, and 
dressed in buckskin clothing, coonskin 
hats, and moccasins, visited 257 
schools and 10,673 elementary stu
dents. Memorial Superintendent Rob
ert Scott advises that this is a forty 
percent increase in both the number 
of programs and attendance over 
1978. 

Scott reveals that: "The 1980 off-site 
programs have been increased and 
will extend from February 4 through 
May 23, 1980, for fifteen weeks, and 
will utilize an additional ranger. We 
project an approximate twenty-five 
percen t increase in program attend
ance for these elementary school 
childi·en. As last year, the staff is ea
gerly looking forward to presenting 
what is felt to be an excellent progrnm 
and service. 

"The on-site school programs, center
ing around the fort and expedition, 
when school transportation facilities 
are able to bring students to the Me
m oria l, co ntinue to be en thu si
astically received. The 1979 figures of 
166 on-site programs to 5167 studen ts 
show an increase of three percent over 
1978." 

Regarding visitation to the Memorial 
throughout the year, fifty-seven per
cent of the visitors come during the 
summer months. The superintenden t 
observes that: "The nearly continu
ous interpretive programs on the site 
and at the reconstructed replica of 
the Expedition's winter establish
ment, continues to encourage visitor 
involvement which is reflected in the 
increased length of time visitors re
main at the Memoria l." 

Attendance figures at the National 
Park Service Jefferson National Ex
pansion Memorial, St. Louis, which 
relates to the beginning and the end 
1 A National Park Service installation at the site 
of the Lewis and Clark Expedit ion's 1805-1806 
winter establishment, near present day Astoria, 
Oregon. 

2. lndian trade items and peace medals; deer and 
elk skins; armaments - rifles, powder horns, tom
ahawks, knives, etc. 

of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
and at the Fort Clatsop National Me
morial, at the Expedition 's western 
terminus and winter establishment, 
make interesting comparisons. In 
some cases these figures reflect to 
some degree t he restriction in tourism 
and travel caused by the gasoline 
shortage. 

JNEM, 
Year St. Louis 
1976 ... . •3,458,121 
1977 .. . . *3,610,841 
1978 ..... 2,755,063 
1979 . ... •1,898,479 

Ft. Clatsop, 
Oregon 
117,231 
96,339 
88,668 

**93,454 

*1976 was the Bicentennial Year and 
the year of the completion (July 1976) 
of the Museum of Westward Expan
sion beneath the Gateway Arch. This 
may account for the exceptional at
tendance in 1976-1977. In 1979, due to 
grounds work and landscaping: at the 
Memorial, Visitor's Center, and the 
Old Courthouse, there was no Fourth 
of July Special Event at the installa
tion, which in previous years has at
tracted between 350,000 and 500,000 
visitors. 

**An increase of 5.4% over 1978. 

fl 
Washington State 
Blue Mt. Chapter 
November Meeting 

November 13, 1979 was the date of a 
quarterly meeting of the Blue Moun
tain Chapter of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail Heritage Foundation. The 
meeting was held in the "Community 
Room", Cascade Natural Gas Co., 
Walla Walla, Washington . About 
thirty-five members and guests at
tended the meeting. 

Featured speakers for the evening 
were the national Foundation's 1st 
Vice President and President Elect 
Irving W. Anderson and Robert E . 
Lange, past president of the Founda
tion and editor of the Foundation's 
publication We Proceeded On. Both 
men are from Portland, Oregon. An
derson's paper was titled "Research
ing: the Lewis and Clark Story". Lange 
spoke about "Early Authors, Publish
ers and Publications of the Lewis and 
Clark Story". Following an intermis
sion, Lange's second paper was titled: 
"William Bratton : One of Lewis and 
Clark's Men". An interesting: note, 
concerning this biographical sketch 
concerning Private Bratton of the Ex
pedition, was the observation that he 
was the only member of the exploring 
party who traveled through the region 
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of the Blue Mountain Chapter (south
eastern Washington State) on horse
back on the return journey in May 
1806.1 

Membership renewals were solicited 
for the coming year by Ray Forrest. 
It was announced that the program 
for the organization's first 1980 quar
terly meeting would be forthcoming. 

1. William Bratton was taken ill with a form of 
rheumatism while at Fort Clatsop and while 
doing duty as a saltmaker at the Expedit ion'ssalt
works, and was unable to walk for several 
months including the early part of the return 
journey. Due to the difficulty of acquiring horses 
from the local Indians, what few horses they were 
able to obtain were used, except for Bratton, to 
transport the exploring party's supplies and bag
gage. 

fl 
NPS - Ft. Clatsop 
Seeks A Fiddler 
For Summer Staff 

The National Park Service, Fort Clat
sop National Memorial has syndicat
ed a "Vacancy Announcement" de
tailing a "Seasonal Appointment for 
Park Technician" described as "Fid
dler". Duties and qualifications pub
lished in the announcement are as fol
lows. 

P lans and presents talks and living histo
ry demonstration in buckskin costume 
that relate to the Lewis and Clark Expe
dition. Represents the members of the 
Expedition [Cruzatte and Gibson] that 
played the fiddle. Researches and per
forms fiddle music of the late 1700's to 
early 1800's. Performs living history dem
onstrations daily that include filing flint
lock rifles, making tallow candles, casting 
rifle balls, tanning hides, and working on 
a dugout canoe. Gives general talks relat
ing to the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
presents campfire programs at nearby 
state parks, and answers questions about 
fiddle music and the Expedition. May be 
required to construct buckskin clothing 
from supplied materials or adapt an exist
ing set to fit. 

Must be a n experienced fiddle player and 
provide own instrument. Must be able to 
speak effectively for groups up to 200 peo
ple. 

Interested individuals may apply by 
forwarding a government Standard 
Form 171, "Personal Qualification 
Statement" to the National Park 
Service, Fort Clatsop National Memo
rial, attention of the Superintendent, 
Route 3, Box 604-FC, Astoria, Oregon 
97103. The Form 171 is available at 
local post offices, civil service offices, 
or from the above address. For further 
information, contact staff member 
Curt Johnson at area code 503-861-
2471. 
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